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Thanksgiving Eve Ecumenical Service at
St. Dominic Church

As we launch into a year of remembering the sooth anniversary of the Refor-
mation in 1517, St. John's will be gathering in worship together with our Roman
Catholic brothers and sisters on Thanksgiving Eve.

We will gather at St. Dominic's at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 23, for
worship with hymns, homily and prayers, and then gather in their fellowship
hall for pie and ice cream. Our offering for the evening will benefit the Commu-
nity Action Center of Northfield's food shelf.

St. John's is providing the pie for the festivities! Please sign up to contribute to
the refreshments. You can sign up in the Commons starting Sunday, Novem-
ber 6 or online thru CCB or by contacting Mary Kelvie at 507-645-4429 or
sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org.
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Live Generously, Give Joyfully
Dear Friends in Christ,

Is there anything more joyful than being able to give -- when you know
you have something to contribute, and you care about the cause? Is
there anything more satisfying than seeing your gifts make a difference
in the world? At St. John’s, we have many reasons to be joyful, because
we have lots of gifts and lots of reasons to share.

This month as we conclude our annual appeal for your financial gifts,
you will be hearing about various ways your generosity shapes the St.
John’s community, and about how our dreams for future ministry de-
pend on that generosity. We have so much to be thankful for, and
thankful hearts are a source of great joy in life. Our theme is Live Gen-
erously, Give Joyfully.

On Sundays we are hearing stories of how your offerings have changed
lives, and how the act of giving brings joy. On November 13, we will
celebrate our goals and commitments for next year by offering our
Intent Cards in worship.

Why fill out an Intent Card, when so much is uncertain in our world
and lives? Because stating our intention — whether for a yoga class or a
gift to the church — changes us. When we state our intention, we call to
mind again what is important to us, where our priorities are. We put
into action Jesus’ words “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.”

Every response counts. This year we have a challenge grant of $20 for
every intent card — no matter the amount — returned by December 13.

Our world, now more than ever, needs the word of hope and joy that
the grace of Jesus Christ brings. The generosity of St. John’s members
is the only source of income that keeps our ministry going. Please pray
for this time of challenge and growth in our congregation, so that in
2017 we can all live generously and joyfully share God’s beauty with
the world.

Thank you for all you have given in 2016, and for your prayerful sup-
port of St. John’s.

In Christ,
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From Our Pastors

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Pastor Jonathan Davis




Prayer and Care
Ministry

New Columbarium Unit to Be
Dedicated on November 6

It’s been about ten years since St. John’s first created a place for St.
John’s members to lay loved ones to rest. The Columbarium is a dedi-
cated set of niches where the ashes of the cremated (also called
“cremains”) are kept. In 2006 the first unit was installed in the court-
yard and since then many St. John’s saints have taken a place there.

As the niches have been filled and reserved, the Columbarium Com-
mittee determined last year that it was time to invest in a second unit.
That unit is now installed and the courtyard is being spruced up for All
Saints Sunday, November 6. Between services at 10:00 a.m. all are
invited to gather in the courtyard as we dedicate this sacred space.
There will be a reading and prayer in remembrance of those who are
already there, and consecrating this space for those to come.

Thanks to the St. John’s Columbarium Committee: Char Carlson, John
Ferguson, and Basil Mrosz, for seeing this project through.

Stephen Ministers Commissioned on
November 13

On Sunday, November 13, at the 10:45 a.m. service, a new group of Ste-
phen Ministers will be commissioned to serve our congregation. Since
January, this group has studied and practiced skills to prepare them to
help those who are experiencing difficult times in their lives. Those
participating in the class sessions include Deb Christensen, Mary
Cisar, David Hagen, Christy Hall-Holt, Alan Marks, Lynette Marks,
Alyssa Ness, and Neil Rowley.

Stephen Ministers work with people in our congregation and commu-
nity who are experiencing crises such as hospitalization, retirement,
financial setback, the loss of a loved one, or many difficulties that
come out of daily living. Those who are commissioned make a commit-

- mend t&sthB FirSongfB&tiBh Rofivio Sears as a Stephen Minister,

meeting with a care receiver on a regular basis and attending monthly

)EI supervision meetings. Those who choose not to be commissioned con-
prayeue to serve family, friends, and co-workers with the skills they have

&anned. Owar forfgregatian is goeatly ex@riched by this group and by 137
other St. John’s members who have received Stephen Ministry training
since 1981.

We invite everyone in the congregation who has received Stephen
Minister training to attend this service and be prepared to stand up to
be recognized.

If you or someone you know might benefit from talking to a Stephen
Minister, call one of the pastors (507-645-4429) or Joan Halvorson (507-

645-8445).
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Pub Theology Continues this Fall

We are all theologians. Believe it or not, all of
us are constantly doing theology as we think

and wonder and ask big questions about God,
PUB Jesus, the Bible, and a life of faith.

THEOLOGY

Continuing on Monday, November 7th, join
us at the Contented Cow from 6:00-7:30 p.m.
for Pub Theology.

Pastors Pam and Jonathan and Mike Skunes will lead a monthly con-
versation around questions of faith, God, Jesus, the Bible, and current
events. No fancy theological or biblical knowledge needed in order to
participate. Just bring your questions, thoughts, and experiences to the
table. Each week, the topic will be different and will be published
ahead of time on Facebook, the News Blast, and an email list.

Contact Pastor Jonathan (jdavis@StJohnsNorthfield.org) to add your
name to the email list.

Holden Village in 2017?

Holden Village is a Lutheran retreat center in
the Cascade mountains of Washington state.
Originally a village for copper miners, it was
gifted to the Lutheran church in the 1960’s
and has been operating as a unique year-
round ministry for the renewal of the church
for over 5o years. Pastor Fickenscher serves
on the board of the village, and many Lutherans have visited either on
their own family retreats or as part of college student groups on J-term.

The summer of 2017 will be a banner year for Holden Village. After
nearly five years of disruption to programming because of a major en-
vironmental remediation on the old mine site, and enduring a major
fire in the area in 2015, the village will (God-willing) be open for guests
next summer. Holden offers stimulation for the mind, body and spirit,
and a unique sense of community that has

Pastor Fickenscher would love to have a group of St. John’s members
and friends join her for a week next July in the village. Registration will
open on January 1, so we need to be ready to say “we’re going!” when
it is. If you are interested in being part of such a group, please email
Pastor Pam at pfickenscher@StJohnsNorthfield.org.

Travelers will be responsible for making their own travel reservations
to and from the village. Holden is very remote — so please read their
website “visit” page to understand if it is a feasible trip for you:
http://www.holdenvillage.org/visit/.

Informational meetings will be held Sunday, November 6, after the
10:45 service, and Wednesday, December g, at 6:30 p.m.
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Children and Youth

Blessings and Congratulations
to our 3" Graders who received their
Spark Bibles in October!

Sam Froehle, Kayla Kelvie, Kaille Jo Little,

John Malecha, Austin Mathre, Tristan Mattson,
Clara Nelson, Osiris Perez, Will Redetzke, Kate
Sand, and Bailey Strese.

The Bibles are purchased using money from the
Johnson Bible fund.

Sunday School Prays for
Children Around the World

Each month, our Sunday school kids will be praying for children from
another country. Last month we prayed for Mexico. In November we
will be praying for children in the Middle East.

Our Sunday School Offering Goes to
Northfield's Backpack Food Program
This year our Sunday School offering will be supporting the Northfield
Area Learning Center's Backpack Food Program. Students at Longfel-
low's Learning Center fill an average of 17 backpacks per week with

donated food. They then deliver the packs to our Northfield school's
social workers who distribute them to families in need.

Toddler Time Continues
on November 13

Children who are 2 year olds (by 9/1/16) and Preschool 1, along with
their parents, are invited to attend Tod-
dler Time.

tOdd| e' Rachel Skunes leads the children in

song, games, crafts and story time. Tod-
L e dler Time meets monthly at 9:45 a.m. in
| m Room 20 (lower level).
Here is our schedule for the year:
Nov. 13, Dec. 11, Jan. 8, Feb. 12, March 12, April 9, and May 14.
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Come in your PJs to Movie Morning!

Kids 5" grade and younger are invited to come in
their pajamas to movie morning at St. John’s!
Come for breakfast and stay to watch a movie!
Feel free to bring friends!

Where: The Commons for Breakfast,
Movie in St. John’s Theater
When: Monday, November 7
NO SCHOOL DAY!
Time: 9:00-11:00 a.m.

Children younger than kindergarten need to be accompanied by a par-
ent. Sign up on the bulletin board in the Commons or contact Julie
Brehmer at 507-645-4429 or children@StJohnsNorthfield.org. Parent
help is appreciated!

St. John’s Sunday School Classes
Participate in Worship Sunday, Dec. 11

Mark your calendars! St. John’s Sunday School classes will be partici-
pating in our 10:45 a.m. worship service, Sunday, December 11, in St.
John’s Sanctuary.

Children who would like to perform either a solo or be part of an en-
semble for the pre-service music, can contact Julie Brehmer at 507-645-
4429 or children@StJohnsNorthfield.org. In the past, children have
played instruments and sung solos, usually with a Christmas theme.

Youth Blast 2016! - “Messy Kingdom”
A Gooey, Sticky, Slimy
look at God’s Kingdom

Who: Kidsingrades3 -5

When: Friday - Saturday, November 4-§

Where: Good Earth Village

Cost:  $55.00 (scholarships available)
(No charge for chaperones)

Youth Blast invites kids in grades 3—5 for an overnight adventure at
Good Earth Village in Spring Valley, MN. The 24 hour camp experience
is filled with games, hikes, great food and worship. This is a wonderful
introduction to camp. We will carpool from St. John’s on Friday leaving
at 5:15 p.m. and arrive back on Saturday around 5:30 p.m. Feel free to
bring a friend and join us for Youth Blast!

Give Julie Brehmer a call at 507-645-4429 or email at
children@StJohnsNorthfield.org to see if space is still available.
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Shared Ministry

Sunday Hospitality Groups

Are you wondering which month your Sun-
day Hospitality Group is serving?

You can find out by logging on to CCB. Once
logged in, look on the left side of the screen.
You should see either the word "Groups" or
under the little house icon, there appears to
be a picture of 3 heads in circles. "Click" on
either the word "Groups" or the icon of the
heads in the circles. You should then see all
of your groups - look for the "Monthly Hospi-
tality Group" you are assigned to in this list.

Note: You can still sign up to serve in other
months in addition to the month you are
currently assigned to serve.

If navigating CCB is difficult for you, please
contact Mary Kelvie in the Shared Ministry

office at 507-645-4429, or
at sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org.
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Volunteer Opportunities

Did you know you can serve anytime, not just
in your assigned hospitality group? Sign up
today!

Current weekly opportunities available:

e Sundays - greeters, coffee servers, dish-
washers, treat makers (or buyers), com-
munion prep and cleanup.

e Wednesday Night Meals - table bussers,
dishwashers, dessert makers (or buyers),
table washers, pots and pans scrubbers,
floor sweepers.

If any of these sound like something you
would like to step out and do or learn please
contact Mary Kelvie by calling 507-645-4429,
emailing
sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org, or
signing into CCB and signing up yourself.
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Serving Others and Giving Thanks
By Mary Kelvie

It has been about 2 months since | jumped on board here at St. John’s.
In the last 2 months, we have ended summer with Apple Sunday, start-
ed the school year with the Ministry Fair, kicked off Sunday school,
started Wednesday evening programming, served 7 Wednesday Night
Meals to the church and surrounding community, celebrated Pastor
Pam’s 20th year of being ordained, worked at Thursday’s Table, deliv-
ered Meals on Wheels, spent time hammering for Habitat for Humani-
ty, cleaned up our church grounds and confirmed 14 students. This
means by the end of October, St. John’s members will have had well
over 350 opportunities to serve others just since | started here. WOW!
| am giving thanks for all of you and your generous hearts to give of
your time, and talents by serving and showing God’s love to one an-
other.

November is a month where we talk about being “thankful” a lot.
What does it mean to be thankful? | asked this question of my three
new blessings. My 8 year old blessing said it means you feel happy for
something. | thought it was a great definition from someone so young.
| also appreciated it coming from her as she is particularly thoughtful
and thankful for so many things. She is quick to thank the person who
cooks the meal, pays for the meal at the restaurant or gives her treats.
Her little sister has begun to follow in her footsteps, too. If | know |
have made another person “feel happy for something,” | am much
more likely to do it again, right? After all, who likes to go out of their
way to do something for someone else and have it not acknowledged,
or worse, have someone grumble at you for doing it?

In the Bible (Luke 17), Jesus heals ten lepers. He HEALS them of lepro-
sy, a horribly painful disease of the skin that sometimes led to ampu-
tations of body parts. Yet, how many lepers returned to say, “Thank
you”? One. Uno. Un. En. Unum. Only one leper could bother to turn
around and say 2 simple words, “Thank you!” Why? This has always
bothered me. Why would you receive such an incredible gift as com-
plete health and lack of pain, and not thank the person who gave it to
you? Yet, how many times during the day do we have people do things
for us, and we do not remember to say those same 2 words? A child
shares a treat. A spouse brings us a drink so we don’t have to get up. A
meal is made. A phone call or text happens in the middle of the day,
just to brighten your day. The newspaper makes it all the way to your
door instead of at the end of your driveway. A door is held open as you
walk into a building. A free meal is served to you at church on
Wednesdays, and a delicious dessert is perfect ending to your meal.
Someone cleans up your plates, silverware, and glass on the table so
you can sit and visit. Coffee and treats are provided on Sunday morn-
ings, allowing you to visit with others while enjoying a little bite to eat.
Your kids are being taught about the Lord when they come to Sunday
School or Wednesday programming. Our pastors work hard every day
of the week (not just Monday — Friday) making sure their congregation
is being nurtured in God’s word, feels cared for and the finances are in
place to be able to keep serving and reaching more people for the
Lord’s glory.
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Church Music Intern Program
By Nathan Proctor

One of the quietly growing pieces of the Music Ministry at St. John’s
has been the creation of a Church Music Intern Program. It has be-
come a source of great joy for me, and | want to share a bit about this
program so that you might join in the excitement. In 2013, we began
with an idea of having paid singers from St. Olaf sing with our adult
choir. We believed that not only could these singers contribute to the
sound of the choir, but the choir itself could offer hands-on vocational
training to these future music educators and church musicians. The
program has been steadily expanding each year, and for 2016 | took a
leap of faith to see if we could support five interns with the Chorale,
and one intern with our Jubilate Choir.

While most of their work happens behind the scenes in our weekly
Wednesday rehearsals, or in the balcony on Sunday morning, this pro-
gram has truly been life-giving to music at St. John’s. It is exciting to
see these students become a part of our choir family each year. In ad-
dition to adding their voices to our wonderful Chorale, in the course of
a year they will also experience conducting the choir, leading section-
als, accompanying hymns and anthems, cantoring for psalms, and
singing solos. Our congregation has had a strong connection with the
music at St. Olaf over the years, and my hope is that this internship
program allows us to deepen that relationship.

In 2013, when John Ferguson, as Interim Director of Worship, Music,
and Arts, introduced this idea, the funding was made possible from a
small amount from the estate of Alice Hanson. Alice was a devoted
member of the Chorale and embodied this connection between St.
John’s and St. Olaf. Now, four years later, this program continues from
ongoing financial gifts to the Alice Hanson Education Fund, named in
her memory. | am very grateful to the many gifts given that help us
continue this program into the future.

These Interns are so warm and personable, and | hope you find a
chance to say “hi” and thank them for their work this year.

Interns for the 2016-17 year are:

St. John’s Chorale:

Kayleigh Shaffer, Vocal Music Education major, from Tacoma WA
Kellie Asher, Vocal Music Education major, from Minneapolis MN
Andy Jacob, Music major, from Edina MN

Jacob Sorrells, Music major, Weaverville NC

Andrew Horton, Vocal Music Education major, from Seattle WA

Jubilate Choir:

Isabella Gentleman, Church Music major, from Rutland MA

News and Updates

St. John’s

Wednesday Night Meals

Let’s get together for Dinner -
Come, share a meal!

All are welcome,
it’s a fantastic time for
fellowship for ALL ages!
Supper is served
from §5:15 - 6:15 p.m.
in St. John’s Hall.

Free will offering appreciated!

Wednesday, November 2
Goulash (Chili Mac)

Wednesday, November 9
Sloppy Joes

Wednesday, November 16
Beef Stew with Mashed Potatoes

Wednesday, November 23
No Meal - Thanksgiving Break

Wednesday, November 30
Pulled Pork




News and Updates
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