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WORSHIP SERVICES
8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Sundays

LEARNING AND
FELLOWSHIP

9:45 a.m. Sundays

All ages | Sept.-May
LIVE BROADCASTS
8:30-9:30 a.m. Sundays
KYMN Radio 1080 AM

TV BROADCASTS
7:30 p.m. Mondays

7 p.m. Fridays

NTV Channel 187
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OUR MIssION: As followers of Jesus Christ, the members of St. John's Lutheran Church welcome all
to join us in celebrating God's grace, nurturing their faith, and reaching out to the world in love and se

Manna and Mercy Retreat with Alan Storey
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mitted to the peacemaking Jesus. This commitment

military. After spending a year of discernment working
in Australia, he returned to South Africa, declaring he
would never fight in the apartheid army — or any army.
Alan was arrested and faced trial with a six-year prison
sentence as the likely outcome. During this trial, however, the apartheid broke, and Alan’s
trial was abandoned. He became the last conscientious objector to be tried in apartheid
South Africa.

Alan’s teaching and preaching is both passionate and compassionate. He seeks to tell the
truth, but to tell it in love. He has taught and spoken at many churches and conferences
around the US, most notably at Holden Village and the Lake Junaluska Peace Conference.

Alan is committed to the liberating and life-enabling message of the Bible. Sadly, through
the ages it has been read and interpreted in such a way that it has been used as an instru-
ment of human domination and death - to cheer on the crusades, support slavery, advocate
Apartheid, glorify genocide, sanction sexism, bless war, and worship prosperity in the face
of the poor, just to name just a few horrors of our human history.

At this retreat, we will journey from Genesis to Revelation over the course of two days, tak-
ing a fresh look at scripture through the interpretive lens of Jesus’ life, death and resurrec-

tion and God’s overall call for each one of us to partner with God in mending this fractured
world.

The cost for this event is $40 but if this cost is a hindrance to you, scholarships are availa-
ble. You can register for this event on the St. John’s website or by contacting the church of-
fice.

Following the retreat, Alan will also be preaching in worship and leading adult forum at St.
John’s on Sunday, October 2™,


http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
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Welcome Fest Week 2016
Invite your friends and neighbors to join us!

Wednesday, September 14

Wednesday Meal - Picnic Style along with bouncy tent, face painting, sno-cones, and more!
Children Choir Open House (Grades K-5t)

Catechism Orientation (Youth in Grades 3™-5™ along with Parents)

Open House for our Preschool Children starting Sunday School

Confirmation Orientation (Youth in Grades 6'"-9'" along with Parents)

St. John’s Chorale Kickoff

Sunday, September 18

Ministry Fair between services in St. John’s Hall
- An opportunity to learn about different ways to connect, learn and serve!
Sunday school begins for Preschool-9™ Grade
| Eir3€ By of Sunday School Treats

The church building
will be closed on
Monday, September 5,

in observance of Labor Day.

FALL SCHEDULE

Fall Worship Begins
Sunday, September 11

Our schedule for this fall will be:

8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship
9:45 a.m. Sunday School, adult forums, small groups
10:45 a.m. Worship

Come and Worship at St. John’s!

¢1 9 +htL/9 hC {¢d& Whi baf{

[




From Our Pastors...

2017 is around the corner! If you don’t hang out with Lutherans all the time, that might not mean much to
you, but there’s a good chance that by this time next year, nearly everyone will know its importance.

For a long time now, Lutherans have been gearing up for the s00™ anniversary of the beginning of the Refor-
mation. This month, the ELCA is hosting the “Grace Gathering” in New Orleans, a conference about how to
lift up our identity as Lutherans publicly. Germany has declared that October 31, 2017 will be a national holi-
day. Here at home, the Women of St. John’s are sponsoring a bus to see a special exhibit at the Minneapolis
Institute of Art, and reading a book about Katie Luther.

There are all kinds of ways to mark this occasion, but one important reminder came to us at the Southeast
Minnesota Synod assembly in May: Lutherans are more than our history. 2017 will also feature a gathering of
the Lutheran World Federation — not in Europe, but in one of the places where Lutheranism is growing the
fastest, Namibia.

It’s good to remember that “Lutheran” does not designate an ethnicity or a culture. While many of us at St.
John’s have roots in northern Europe, the Lutheran emphasis on God’s living word is vital and transforming
in places like Tanzania, which now has more Lutherans than the United States.

Now is a good time to be ready to respond; how would you respond if someone outside the church were to
ask you, “what is a Lutheran?” “What is all this fuss about the Reformation about?” As pastors we hope that
your answer would focus not on family or lutefisk, or even on worship style, but on the singular focus of Lu-
theran theology on the grace given to us in Jesus Christ — a grace we do not earn or create, but which creates
anew person in us.

Garrison Keillor once joked, “We’ll all be Lutherans eventually; so you may as well start now.” If by that he
means “we will all be astonished and grateful for God’s grace eventually,” | agree that now is a wonderful
time to sink deep into that grace, and learn again what it means to be Lutheran.

Aot Ol Yoo L

Pastor Pam

Pastor Pam Fickenscher Pastor Jonathan Davis
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Time for Transitions - Of All Kinds

September is a month of transitions -
from season to season, from free time
to scheduled time at work or at school.
Changes almost always take some ad-
justment. It might mean something

small like resetting the alarm clock earli-

er or something huge like being uproot-
ed with a move to a new city. Starting a
new job or facing the loss of one, send-
ing an excited child off to college or
simply accepting an emptier nest, we all
must deal with transitions at one time
or another.

Some transitions open doors to fresh
beginnings and new opportunities; oth-

er transitions signal closure leading to a
sense of emptiness. Whether the
change is a positive or a negative, daily
life suddenly may feel like too much to
cope with alone. A good listener can
help you embrace the transitions before
you and grow into them!

When you or someone you know could
use the support of a caring, Christian

partner through a transition, consider a
Stephen Minister. Contact Joan Halvor-
son at 645-8445 or one of the pastors at

645-4429.

{ Bl es s e Grigf Support Ministry

they who mourn,
for they shall

be

Matthew 5:4

Grief Care Resource:

Care Notes are one of the grief support
resources at St. John’s. Stop by the

comf o (}or?mgng to piek one up for yourself or

for a loved one.

The foll owing
died in this month last year.
We list them so that we can rememb
these loved ones and their families in |
owith reverenc

September 11, 2015
George Paulson

Prayer Ministry

Prayer Chain:

Prayer requests are welcome for any concern or thanksgiving. Requests are kept confi-
dential and not included in Sunday morning prayers unless specifically requested.

Contact Mary Cisar with a prayer request or to become a prayer chain volunteer:
macisar@gmail.com or 663-1097.

Whi b/

[



mailto:macisar@gmail.com

Sunday Learning and Fellowship in September
Fellowship Time for children, youth, and adults begins at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School (Lower Level) and Education Hour for adults begins at 9:45 a.m.

September 4:
Coffee and Fellowship, Commons.

Meals on Wheels Sign Up, Commons.

September 11:
Coffee and Fellowship, Commons.

Meals on Wheels Sign Up, Commons.
Accompany Sample Session, Fireside Room.

September 18:
Ministry Fair with Coffee and Fellowship, St. John’s Hall.

Fair Trade Sales of Coffee/Tea/Hot Chocolate Mix/Chocolate Bars, St. John’s Hall.
Meals on Wheels Sign Up, Commons.

Sunday School (Pre-K thru Grade s5), Lower Level Sunday School Rooms.

Life Groups (Grades 6-9) and Life Group Guides (Grades 10-12), St. John’s Hall.
Accompany, Undercroft.

September 25:
Coffee and Fellowship, Commons and St. John’s Hall.

Fair Trade Sales of Coffee/Tea/Hot Chocolate Mix/Chocolate Bars, Commons.
Meals on Wheels Sign Up, Commons.

Sunday School (Pre-K thru Grade s5), Lower Level Sunday School Rooms.

Life Groups (Grades 6-9) and Life Group Guides (Grades 10-12), St. John’s Hall.
Adult Forum: Re-Membering - Connecting Through Our Stories, St. John’s Hall.
Accompany, Undercroft.

Bold Cafe, Fireside Room.

Thank you to all the musicians who shared
their gifts in worship this summer...

Summer Sunday musicians Summer Cantors

Jo Ann Polley, clarinet Chuck Hellie, baritone Chuck Hellie

Cate Carson, violin Pastor Jonathan Davis and Ruth Legvold

Cathy Rodland, organ Marty Hodel, trumpet Carolyn Nuelle

Ruth Legvold, piano Elinor Niemisto, harp Nancy Ordahl-Kmoch
John Ferguson, organ Thea Groth, bassoon Rachel Skunes
Pelletier family Elizabeth Bade, bassoon and Julie Zdenek

Joanne Rodland, organ soprano David Sudermann
Kathleen Thompson, piano Kristin Partlo, soprano Kristin Partlo

Julie Zdenek, soprano Dan Fenn, piano Pastor Pam Fickenscher
Sonja Wermager, violin Synneva Bratland
Emily Judge-Becker, violin Elizabeth Bade
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Children’s Ministry...

Important Dates to Remember!

Wednesday, Sept. 14

e CAT Orientation for Grades 3-5™"
5:30-6:00 p.m.2Fellowship Hall

e Open House for Preschool 1
Sunday School,
6:00 p.m., Room 15

Sunday, Sept. 18

¢ Sunday School Begins
9:45-10:30 a.m.

e Installation of SS Teachers
MaYnp | ®&Yd { SNI

Wednesday, Sept. 21

e “ROCK”, Reaching Out to Christ’s
Kids, Wednesday Programming for
K—st" grades begins!

Sunday, Sept. 27
e 4" Grade Receives Catechisms,
10:45 a.m. Service

Open House for
Preschool 1
Sunday School!

All preschool children who are 3 by 9-1-
16 are invited be part of the Preschool 1
Sunday School class this fall. Our Open
House will be held on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 14" at 6:00 p.m. in Room 15
(lower level) to meet the teachers and
help with this important transition. Reg-
istration forms are online at
www.stjohnsnorthfield.org or are availa-
ble in the church Commons.

Youth Blast 2016!

Who: Kids in grades 37-5™

When: Friday - Saturday, November 4-5
Where: Good Earth Village, Spring Valley, MN
Cost:  $55 (325 deposit reserves a spot)
(Scholarships available; no charge for chaperones)

Youth Blast invites kids in grades 3-5"" for an overnight adven-
ture at Good Earth Village in Spring Valley, MN. The 24 hour

camp experience is filled with games,
hikes, great food and worship. This is %&T/
a wonderful introduction to what a
week long summer camp is like. We = %
will carpool from St. John’s on Friday 5/
A O&ving at 5:15 p.m. and arrive back %ﬂl k
on Saturday around §:30 p.m. Feel
free to bring a friend and join us for Youth Blast!

Register early; space may be limited!
Parents — we need drivers, chaperones. Thanks!

Register by going online at
http://goodearthvillage.org/youth-blast/

Feel free to call or email Julie Brehmer at 645-4429 or
children@stjohnsnorthfield.org if you have questions.

Registration for Sunday School,
Preschool - Grade 5

Sunday School begins on September 18" from 9:45-10:30 a.m.
for children who are age 3 (by 9-1-16) — grade 5. If you have not
yet registered your child for 2016-2017 Sunday School year, it’s
not too late. Please fill out a Registration and Health form as
soon as possible. A timely response is one of the best ways to
support Children’s Ministry at St. John’s. Forms are available in
the Commons and online at www.stjohnsnorthfield.org. If you
have questions, contact Julie Brehmer at 645-4429.
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CATechism / Confirmation Orientation, Wednesday, September 14

Catechism and Confirmation Orientation for youth in grades 39" will be
held, Wednesday, September 14", in Fellowship Hall. We invite parents,

along with their 3%-5®" graders, to come from 5:30-6:00 p.m. Parents, along % /
with their 6™-9'" graders, are invited to attend at 6:15 p.m. If you are una- \ m

ble to attend, please call the church office at 645-4429. Catechism classes
begin in October for our 4" and 5" graders and Confirmation on Septem- 0

ber 21% for our 6™-9'" graders.

You are also invited to St. John’s Wednesday Meal starting on September
14" from 5:15-6:15 p.m. in St. John's Hall.

Reaching Out to Christ’s Kids, begins on Wednesday, September 21

ROCK, our Wednesday afterschool program, is open to children in grades K-5*.
Wednesday afterschool programs, for all grade levels, consists of an after-

. school snack, recreation, Catechism, DOG”, Kid’s Club, music opportunities
2 (Alleluia and Jubilate Choir) art, and service projects!

St. John’s will be providing bussing for children from Greenvale, Bridgewater and Sibley school and from the
Middle school for Prairie Creek students who are interested in participating in our Wednesday afterschool
programs.

For more information, check out the Children’s Ministry Information Packet online. Registration packets are
available in the Commons or online at www.stjohnnorthfield.org under Ministries and Programs.

Tenth Grade Confirmation

Tenth Graders, blessings to you as you prepare for your confirmation this fall. Here are a few quick remind-
ers about the month ahead:

e Schedule and complete your Confirmation interview with your assigned Pastor by Sep-
tember 16". Have your faith statement and questions prepared prior to your meeting.
If you have questions, contact Mike at youth@stjohnsnorthfield.org.

e Be sure to mark your calendars for the Confirmation Retreat at Gustavus from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
Saturday, September 17", All tenth graders are expected to attend. We look forward to seeing you then.

e Also, mark your calendars for the Confirmation Rehearsal and Breakfast on Saturday, October 15". We
will take pictures, run through the service, and share a meal with your families and mentors.

Youth Ministry... Dates for Your Calendar

Sept 14" — CAT/Conf Orientation (Fellowship Hall)
Sept 17" — 10™ Grade Retreat (Gustavus)

Sept 18" — 1t Day of Life Groups/Sunday School
Oct 15" — Confirmation Rehearsal and Breakfast
Oct 16" — Confirmation Service for 10" Graders
Oct 28" — Romans and Christians

{ 9t ¢ 9 a. 9w H 1 M C


file:///C:/Users/lgarlie/Downloads/www.stjohnnorthfield.org
mailto:youth@stjohnsnorthfield.org?subject=Confirmation

Hello Mary! Bon Voyage Christy!

Have you noticed there have been two shared ministry coordinators present on Sundays lately? Mary Kel-
vie has joined St. John’s staff as Interim Shared Ministry coordinator through the beginning of February.
Christy Hall-Holt along with the rest of her family will depart on September 1 to lead a 5-month Global Se-
mester Abroad program with students from St. Olaf College.

Please support Mary as she helps to coordinate the many hospitality traditions at St. John’s:

e By serving with your monthly hospitality group (September - May). Do you know what month your hos-

pitality group serves? Have you offered to serve as a Co-leader yet (2 - 3 month commitment)?

e By volunteering for one or two of these hospitality areas. Which one or two appeal most to you?
Funeral Reception Ministry: Help with serving, food prep, clean up, or baking cake or bars
Wednesday Evening Meals: Clean up after meal every one or two months and/or Bake desserts
Ministry Fair - September 18, September 21
Sunday Hospitality Co-Leaders - All monthly groups need new co-leaders to rotate in
Thursday’s Table Community Dinner - September 29
CROP Walk - October Date TBD
Habitat For Humanity - October Date TBD - Build Crew and Meal preparers
Thanksgiving Pie Social - November 23
St. Olaf Choir Breakfast - January 8, 2017
Annual Meeting Potluck - January 29, 2017
Board Orientation Pizza Supper - January/February Date TBD
Lenten Soup Suppers - Coordinate Boards to prepare and clean up

How Can | Get Involved with Extending Hospitality at St. John’s?

It is vital for Shared Ministry to continue as autonomously as possible to allow the rest of St. John’s staff to
focus on their areas of service. | am asking for enthusiastic volunteers to help with Sunday and Wednesday
hospitality, and with the many special events that are part of St. John’s. Please look through this list and
consider one or two that you would be excited about. Please thoughtfully consider if you could help be a
part of continuing St. John’s Hospitality tradition. Thank you for reaching out in service to our St. John’s
and Northfield communities!

Au Revoir until February,
Christy Hall-Holt
Shared Ministry Coordinator

St. John'’s is Providing Volunteers for
Thursday's Table Community Meal on
September 29

Would you be interested in helping to put on this free Community

Meal at the Northfield Community Resource Center? Sign up for a shift N
and plan to enjoy dining with the other guests that night. There are

WEENEED, YOUR HEER
. oo ) \ | )
various shift times of 1-2 hours. It's a great way to serve! Please Note: N W w. |

Volunteers must be at least 18 years old.

To sign up contact Mary Kelvie by phone at 645-4429 or by email at
sharedministry@stjohnsnorthfield.org.
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Hello St. John’s Community!

My name is Mary Kelvie. | am honored to be serving with you all here
at St. John’s as Christy Hall-Holt’s temporary replacement while she
is enjoying some time seeing God’s creativity around the world. As
someone who is new to Northfield, and new to St. John’s, many of
you may not know me. | am originally from South Dakota, however, |
moved to the Cities 20 years ago to teach junior high math, and sci-
ence at North Heights Christian Academy. David Kelvie and | were
married the end of June. God not only gifted me with a wonderful
husband, but also 3 new beautiful blessings, Jack, age 10, Kayla, age
8, and Noelle, age 5. | am taking a break from teaching this year to
work on my Master of Education degree. This opportunity to serve at
St. John’s is exciting and a wonderful blessing for me to get to know
my community here at St. John’s better. If | haven’t met you, | am
looking forward to making a connection with you soon!

What are Monthly Hospitality Groups? How did | become part of
one?

o Everyone at St. John’s is a member of one of nine monthly groups (September - May). As new people
have arrived, they are assigned to a group, often the same one their sponsors are part of.

e During one month of the year the members of your group share the responsibility for supporting fellow-
ship and providing welcoming hospitality on Sunday mornings.

e The more people who serve, the more we get to know each other by working together, and the lighter the
load for everyone.

e NOTE: Ifyou are NOT typically available during the month in which you have been assigned, please let
us know which month would work best for you. (June, July, and August are not part of the monthly
groups.)

Do you have an email account that you use regularly? If so, we would be grateful if we could communicate with you
electronically. Please send an email message with your name to Mary Kelvie, Interim Shared Ministry Coordinator
at sharedministry@stjohnsnorthfield.org. Thank you!

What do the members of hospitality groups provide on Sunday mornings?
o Coffee Service
Prepare, Serve, and Clean Up: 2-3 hour time commitment (4 people)
Bring 6 dozen treats of any kind (3 people)
¢ Greeting at Commons Doors & Welcome Desk
Greet and Attend the Welcome Desk
1 person each from 8:10 to 9:30 a.m. and from 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.
¢ Greeting at Southwest Door
1 -2 people per service arriving 20 minutes before service
e Communion Prep & Clean Up
1-2 people per service
Arrival times are 7:30 a.m. (1* service) or 9:30 a.m. (2™ service) on Sunday morning

Please communicate with one of us if you are physically or for other reasons unable to perform the services listed
above. Each season of our lives provides different ways to contribute to our community.
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Can you help with Children’s
Programming?

An ambitious array of activities means more volunteer opportunities
: for St. John’s members — parents, grandparents, anyone! Are you able
volunteer with hel dnesd tavs? Wheth : i
CHILDRen's MinISTRY to help out on Wednesdays or Sundays? Whether you enjoy working
with large or small groups of children or behind the scenes, there is a
place for you. Many opportunities can fit into your schedule.

Wednesday afternoons: Snack Servers, Recreation, Bus Angels, Kid’s
Club assistants for grades K-3, DOG assistants for grades 3'"-5™.
Sunday Mornings: Sunday School teachers and team teachers, Nursery
volunteers, Library volunteers, Music volunteers.

Please call Julie Brehmer at 645-4429 or email at
children@stjohnsnorthfield.org, if you have questions or would like to
volunteer. Our thanks to you in advance!

Interested in Mentoring Youth?

Consider being an adult mentor for a small group of our 6"-9" grade
youth by either joining us as a Confirmation Group Guide on Wednes-
day nights or a Life Group Guide on Sunday mornings. No theological
training is required, just a heart for talking with youth. If you would like
to learn more about how you can support youth at St. John’s on their
faith journey, please contact Mike Skunes at 645-4429 or
youth@stjohnsnorthfield.org.

Meals on Wheels

The Meals on Wheels Association of America is a non-profit organiza-
tion and the oldest and largest program in the United States to provide
meal services to seniors or those in need. St. John’s participates in
Meals on Wheels in Northfield by volunteering to deliver meals from
September 18"-October 15". Meals on Wheels provides a warm,
eals healthy noon meal for residents in Northfield who are in need, while

giving an opportunity for contact with others. The individuals who re-
Wlleels ceive the meals are very appreciative of both the meal and the time

you spend delivering it. Sometimes, just a quick conversation with you
— can make their day and yours!

You may sign up to volunteer for St. John's deliveries of Meals on
Wheels online through the St. John's online directory (CCB) link at the
top right of St. John's webpage. We will also have a table set up in the
Commons on Sundays. Delivering meals only takes one hour of your
day. Please consider donating your time and visit us either online or at
church. If you have any questions, please call or email Nancy Kluver at
507-581-0896 or rnkluver@gmail.com.
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St. John’s Wednesday Night Meals

Let’s get together for Dinner - Wednesday, September 7
Come, share a meal! No Meal
All are welcome, Wednesday, September 14
it’s a fantastic time for Hot Dogs and Chips
fellowship for ALL ages!
Supper is served Wednesday, September 21
from §:15 - 6:15 p.m. Pulled Pork Sandwiches

in St. John’s Hall.
Wednesday, September 28
Free will offering appreciated! Tatar Tot Hotdish

Radio and Video Broadcasts

Deaths
Muriel Sovik, August 13, 2016
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Acts of Ministry

Baptisms

August 7: Claire Elizabeth, daughter of Ashley & Marty Gallagher

August 14: Odin Burnell Langford, son of Natalie & Jacob Langford and

great-grandson of Bernie & Sue Renander

Births

Emmett Alberda Swanson, son of Anathea & Nick Swanson and grand-

son of Lynette & Scott Swanson our hands.
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Women Re-Form!

Anthropologists have discovered civilization’s first deities were wom-
en, and their temples were run by women. Around 2000 b.c.e., the ta-

th




