
  

 

Service of Holy Communion 

Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 

July 23, 2017  †  8:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church  †  Northfield, Minnesota 

The Dream of Jacob | He Qi 
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We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets 
in the red books at the end of the pews. 

Please pass them down to the center and then back 
so you can greet those worshipping around you. 

Ushers will gather these following worship. 
 

In the red pew hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), 
page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section, 

and hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section. 
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our 
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion 
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 
Children’s Bibles and activity bags 

are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 
and scribble cards are available in the pews. 

 
Hearing assistance devices are available outside the sanctuary or from an usher. 

 
Prelude   —   “We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder”    Spiritual, arr. Gordon Young 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
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*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
  full of compassion and mercy, 
  abounding in steadfast love. 

 C Amen. 
 

  Let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
 

  Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

 P Eternal God our creator, 

 C in you we live and move and have our being. 
  Look upon us, your children, the work of your hands. 
  Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from empty desires. 
  By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 P Since we are justified by faith, 
  we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
  God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. 
  In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; 

  and for his sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   No. 786                     “O Holy Spirit, Enter In” 
 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 a And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

P Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and 
  compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be 
  rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Children’s Message 
 
First Reading   —   Genesis 28:10-19a                                                          Pew Bible, page 22 
 

 After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24       Antiphon text: St. Augustine 
 

 Antiphon: You have made us for Yourself, O Lord.  
  Our hearts are restless ‘til they find their rest in You. 
 
 
 
 
 1Lord, you have | searched me out; 
   O Lord, you | have known me. 
  2You know my sitting down and my | rising up; 
   you discern my thoughts | from afar. 
  3You trace my journeys and my | resting-places 
   and are acquainted with | all my ways. 
  4Indeed, there is not a word | on my lips, 
   but you, O Lord, know it | altogether. 
  5You encompass me, behind | and before, 
   and lay your | hand upon me. 
  6Such knowledge is too wonder- | ful for me; 
   it is so high that I cannot at- | tain to it. Antiphon 
 7Where can I go then | from your Spirit? 
   Where can I flee | from your presence? 
  8If I climb up to heaven, | you are there; 
   if I make the grave my bed, you | are there also. 
  9If I take the wings | of the morning 
   and dwell in the uttermost parts | of the sea, 
  10even there your | hand will lead me 
   and your right hand | hold me fast. 



5 

 

 11If I say, “Surely the darkness will | cover me, 
   and the light around me | turn to night,” 
  12darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright | as the day; 
   darkness and light to you are | both alike. 
  23Search me out, O God, and | know my heart; 
   try me and know my | restless thoughts. 
  24Look well whether there be any wicked- | ness in me 
   and lead me in the way that is | everlasting.  Antiphon 
 
Second Reading   —   Romans 8:12-25                                    Pew Bible, page 919 
 

 After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43                                                 Pew Bible, page 794 

 

 Before the reading: 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.
 

After the reading:

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                          Pastor Jonathan Davis 

Music: Marty Haugen, from Now the Feast and Celebration, © 1990 GIA Publications, Reprinted under One License A-708009 
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Hymn   —   No. 779        “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” 

 
*The Apostles’ Creed   —   Front of hymnal, page 105 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer. 
 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  “Who Is This Host Arrayed in White”                            Norwegian Folk Tune 
 

Julie Zdenek, soprano 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “For the Beauty of the Earth” stanza 5                                              dix 
 

For each perfect gift of thine, 
peace on earth and joy in heav’n; 

for thyself, best gift divine, 
to our world so freely giv’n: 

Christ, our God, to thee we raise 
this our sacrifice of praise. 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray together. 

 C Merciful God, you open wide your hand 
  and satisfy the need of every living thing. 
  You have set this feast before us.  
  Open our hands to receive it. 
  Open our hearts to embrace it.  
  Open our lives to live it. 
  We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music: Marty Haugen, from Now the Feast and Celebration, © 1990 GIA Publications, Reprinted under One License A-708009 
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*Words of Institution 
 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come, your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
   now and forever. Amen. 

 
All God’s children are welcome at the table. This morning we commune by means of intinction (dipping          
the wafer into the chalice). You will be given a wafer and offered a choice of two chalices. The wine is red; the 
grape juice is white. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center, and there is a chalice of grape 
juice in the center for the gluten-free wafers only. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and 
communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Music: Marty Haugen, from Now the Feast and Celebration, © 1990 GIA Publications, Reprinted under OneLicense A-708009 

 
 Solo   —   “God to Enfold Me”              from The Celtic Vision 
 

 Hymn   —   No. 636              “How Small Our Span of Life” 
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*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

L Let us pray. 

 C Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this  
  bread and cup, but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.  
  Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your  
  reign of justice, may we thirst for your way of peace,  
  for you are Lord forevermore. 
  Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen.

 
*Sending Hymn   —   No. 551        “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” 
 

 
*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.

a Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   on wie schön leuchtet                          Johann Pachelbel 

 

+   +   +
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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https://www.christiancentury.org/article/2015-06/power-being
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http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/news/calendar/
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/news/calendar/
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mailto:sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

1 Kings 3:5-12   †   Psalm 119:129-136   †   Romans 8:26-39   †   Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 



 

Pam Fickenscher, Jonathan Davis and John Quam, Pastors 

Carol Benson, Director of Alleluia Choir 

Julie Brehmer, Director of Children’s Ministry  

Tim Byers, Facility Manager 

Leah H. Garlie, Office Manager 

Christy Hall-Holt / Mary Kelvie, Shared Ministry Coordinators 

Zachery Pelletier, Director of Rejoice Ringers 

Marvin Perez, Security and Custodial Assistant 

Nathan Proctor, Organist and Director of Worship, Music & Arts 

Bernie Renander, Financial Manager 

Mike Skunes, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 

 

Call the Church Office, or check the website for a complete listing of staff emails. 


