
  

 

Service of Holy Communion 

Third Sunday After Pentecost 

June 25, 2017  †  8:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church  †  Northfield, Minnesota 

“Clear Vision” by Lauren Wright Pittman 
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We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets 
in the red books at the end of the pews. 

Please pass them down to the center and then back 
so you can greet those worshipping around you. 

Ushers will gather these following worship. 
 

In the red pew hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), 
page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section, 

and hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section. 
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our 
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion 
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 
Children’s Bibles and activity bags 

are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 
and scribble cards are available in the pews. 

 
Hearing assistance devices are available outside the sanctuary or from an usher. 

 

This morning we hear the story from Genesis of Hagar and her son Ishmael. The bible tells us a little 
about them, but our western tradition of Christian hymnody includes next to nothing about this part 

of the story — which presents us with a creative challenge: how shall we musically explore Hagar's 
story, when no song in our hymnal even mentions her name? We have the opportunity to peer into 
God’s holy imagination and wonder...What if Hagar sings songs about sight as she encounters the 
“God who sees me,” or cries out to God in mourning, like the psalmist? Or what if she sings a gentle 

song about hope, which eventually propels her into songs of bold and exuberant praise? To close 
worship we borrow the words of Mary's Magnificat and imagine Hagar, generations earlier, standing 

cast out from her community, holding a child, and hoping for a better world. 
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Prelude   —   on slane                         Craig Phillips 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, full of compassion and mercy, 
  abounding in steadfast love. 

 C Amen. 
 

  Let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
 

  Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

 P Eternal God our creator, 

 C in you we live and move and have our being. 
  Look upon us, your children, the work of your hands. 
  Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from empty desires. 
  By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 P Since we are justified by faith, 
  we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
  God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. 
  In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; 

  and for his sake, God ☩ forgives you all your sins. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   No. 793                      “Be Thou My Vision” 
 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 a And also with you. 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

P Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count  
  the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest,  
  to labor and not to ask for reward, except that knowing that we do your will,  
  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen.

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 86:1-10, 16 
 

 Antiphon: Have mercy on me; give your strength to your servant. 
  
 
 
 
 

 1Bow down your ear, O Lord, and | answer me, 
   for I am poor | and in misery. 
  2Keep watch over my life, for | I am faithful; 
   save your servant who | trusts in you. 
  3Be merciful to me, O Lord, for you | are my God; 
   I call upon you all | the day long. 
  4Gladden the soul | of your servant, 
   for to you, O Lord, I lift | up my soul.  Antiphon 
  5For you, O Lord, are good | and forgiving, 
   and abundant in mercy toward all who | call upon you. 
  6Give ear, O Lord, | to my prayer, 
   and attend to the voice of my | supplications. 
 7In the time of my trouble I will | call upon you, 
   for you will | answer me. 
  8Among the gods there is none like | you, O Lord, 
   nor anything | like your works.  Antiphon 
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 9All the nations you have made will come and worship | you, O Lord, 
   and glori- | fy your name. 
 10For you are great; you do | wondrous things; 
   and you a- | lone are God. 
  16Turn to me and have mer- | cy on me; 
   give your strength to your servant, and save the child | of your handmaid. 
  Antiphon 
 
Reading   —   Genesis 21:8-21                                                                        Pew Bible, page 15 
 

 After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Music: Marty Haugen, from Now the Feast and Celebration, © 1990 GIA Publications, Reprinted under One License A-708009 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 10:24-39                                                              Pew Bible, page 791 
 

 Before the reading: 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 10th chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.
 

After the reading:

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                          Pastor Jonathan Davis
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Hymn   —   “In a Deep, Unbounded Darkness”                       divinum mysterium 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*The Apostles’ Creed   —   Front of hymnal, page 105 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer. 
 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

Text: Anon. Chinese; trans. Francis P. Jones, 1953; adapt. Mary Louise Bringle, 2012 © GIA Publications, reprinted under One License A-708009 
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Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  “Hope”                                                  Jason Robert Brown 
 

I come to sing a song about hope. I’m not inspired much right now, but even so, I came out here to sing a song, 
so here I go. I guess I think that if I tinker long enough one might appear, and look, it’s here. One verse is done. 

The work’s begun. I come to sing a song about hope, in spite of everything ridiculous and sad. Though I’m  
beyond belief, depressed, confused and mad, well, I got dressed. I underestimated how much that would take. 

I didn’t break. Until right now. I sing of hope and don’t know how. So maybe I can substitute “strength,” because 
I’m strong— I’m strong enough. I got through lots of things I didn’t think I could, and so did you. I know that’s 

true. And so I sing a song about hope. Though I can’t guarantee there’s something real behind it, I have to try to 
show my children I can find it, and so today, when life is crazy and impossible to bear, it must be there. 

Fear never wins. That’s what I hope. See? I said “hope.” The work begins. 
 

Eric Parrish, bass 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “For the Beauty of the Earth” stanza 5                                              dix 
 

For each perfect gift of thine, 
peace on earth and joy in heav’n; 

for thyself, best gift divine, 
to our world so freely giv’n: 

Christ, our God, to thee we raise 
this our sacrifice of praise. 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray together. 

 C Merciful God, you open wide your hand 
  and satisfy the need of every living thing. 
  You have set this feast before us. 
  Open our hands to receive it. 
  Open our hearts to embrace it. 
  Open our lives to live it. 
  We pray this through Christ our Lord. 
  Amen.
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music: Marty Haugen, from Now the Feast and Celebration, © 1990 GIA Publications, Reprinted under One License A-708009 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come, your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
   now and forever. Amen. 

 
All God’s children are welcome at the table. This morning we commune by means of intinction (dipping          
the wafer into the chalice). You will be given a wafer and offered a choice of two chalices. The wine is red; the 
grape juice is white. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center, and there is a chalice of grape 
juice in the center for the gluten-free wafers only. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and 
communion will be brought to you. 
 

On the last Sunday of the month during communion, we offer the practice of anointing with oil on your brow 
and receive a blessing. If you want, you may ask for a specific prayer blessing from the anointer. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Music: Marty Haugen, from Now the Feast and Celebration, © 1990 GIA Publications, Reprinted under Onelicense A-708009 

 

 Solo   —   “Lift Up Your Voice!”        Gaelic folk melody, arr. J Bert Carlson 
 

 Hymn   —   No. 848         “Give to Our God Immortal Praise!” 
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*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

L Let us pray. 

 C Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and 
  cup, but your very self, that we may feast on your great love. Filled again  
  by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice,  
  may we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore. 
  Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen.

 
*Sending Hymn   —   “Canticle of the Turning” stanza 1     star of the country down 

Music at ELW 723 
 

My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great, 
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait. 

You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, and my weakness you did not spurn, 
so from east to west shall my name be blest. Could the world be about to turn? 

My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn. 
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn. 

 
*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.

a Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   “Fanfare and Processional”            Lynn Trapp 

+   +   +
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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mailto:sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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http://www.crosswalk.com/faith/bible-study/top-10-weird-bible-stories.html
tel:(507)%20645-9617
mailto:kathy.schuurman@gmail.com
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Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Genesis 22:1-14   †   Psalm 13   †   Romans 6:12-23   †   Matthew 10:40-42 



 

Pam Fickenscher, Jonathan Davis and John Quam, Pastors 

Carol Benson, Director of Alleluia Choir 

Julie Brehmer, Director of Children’s Ministry  

Tim Byers, Facility Manager 

Leah H. Garlie, Office Manager 

Christy Hall-Holt / Mary Kelvie, Shared Ministry Coordinators 

Zachery Pelletier, Director of Rejoice Ringers 

Marvin Perez, Security and Custodial Assistant 

Nathan Proctor, Organist and Director of Worship, Music & Arts 

Bernie Renander, Financial Manager 

Mike Skunes, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 

 

Call the Church Office, or check the website for a complete listing of staff emails. 


