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AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

Inside this issue:
St. John’s YouTube Channel

From Our Pastors

St. John’s Forum: Youth, Parents,
and Screens

St. John’s Children’s Christmas
Program

Ruth’s House Urgent Supply
Drive

Working for Justice with ISAIAH
Lights Our for the Youth
Poinsettia Orders

Dates to Remember

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sundays
8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.

DECEMBER 2025

Advent and Christmas Worship & Events

Sunday, December 7 — Second Sunday of Advent
Worship at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

Advent Vespers
Wednesday, December 10, at 6:15 p.m.
Contemplative Worship in the Sanctuary

Sunday, December 14 — Third Sunday of Advent
Worship at 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School Christmas Program during Worship
with Holy Communion at 10:45 a.m.
(see page 6 for additional information)

Advent Vespers
Wednesday, December 17, at 6:15 p.m.
Contemplative Worship in the Sanctuary

Sunday, December 21 — Fourth Sunday of Advent
Worship at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

Christmas Eve — Wednesday, December 24
Christmas Candlelight and Holy Communion at 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.

Christmas Day — Thursday, December 25
Christmas Eucharist at 10:00 a.m.
Christmas Dinner for All from 11:15 a.m.—1:30 p.m.

Sunday, December 28
One Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.
with Holy Communion

LIVESTREAM
Sundays
8:30 a.m.
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

RADIO BROADCASTS
8:30 a.m. Sundays
KYMN Radio 1080AM/95.1FM
kymnradio.net



Join Us for Worship! www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Worship Services

8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m., Sundays

Livestream

8:30 a.m. Sundays
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Radio Broadcasts

8:30 a.m. Sunday
KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

Video

St. John’s YouTube Channel
www.youtube.com/@St.JohnsNorthfield




From Our Pastors

Dear Friends in Christ,

It is that time of year again in the Davis Household. Just a few days
after Thanksgiving, a beloved tradition begins - our kids start to argue
over who gets to light the Advent Candles nearly every night at dinner
time.

What is it about candles? During our Wednesday Vespers service for
All Saints, we intended to have a moment during the short service
where people could light candles in memory or honor of a saint in
their life. But people just couldn’t wait that long — some snuck up
before the service to light one. During a community candle light
service, it was planned to have a moment of lighting candles, but those
who arrived ahead of time just couldn’t wait. So, candles were lit early
and just a stub of wax remained in their hand at the end. Candles have
a way of bringing out the 8-year-old in all of us. People — young and
old — just can’t wait to light candles. Is it because it feels a little
dangerous to play with that kind of fire? Is it because there is so much
passivity in our culture that getting to do something — by your own
hand - feels so good? Is it because there is such mystery in the flame
itself that draws us in?

Throughout Christian tradition, candles have been used as a sign of
God’s presence, a sign of prayer, and a sign of hope. Modern day
mystic, Cynthia Bourgeault, says that candles reveal the secret of our
existence. She says, “In its outer, sensible form a candle is an object
consisting of tallow and wick. But the real secret of the candle reveals
itself only when the match is struck and the candle begins to burn. It
gives of the materials of its outer form in order to release the heat and
fragrance within. Only then do we see what a candle really is: its outer
life is tallow and wick; its inner life is flame.” The invisible becomes
visible. This mirrors our human life, she says. Our outer life is flesh
and blood and our inner life is spirit. Our purpose is to make the
invisible visible - to spark a flame of aliveness within ourself and within
each other and in doing so we become midwives of the Spirit,
releasing the energy and beauty of our divine aliveness to the outer
world.

Meister Eckhart, a 14™ Century mystic, once said, “What good is it to
me if Mary gave birth to the Son of God, and | do not also give birth to
the Son of God in my time and in my culture?...God is always needing
to be born.”

The candles we light during the season of Advent represent hope,
peace, joy, and love. As you light these candles in the coming weeks,
as you light candles at home among family or friends, as you hold a
candle and sing “Silent Night”, may you see the inner secret and may
you feel a deeper awe — that the light of God has come into the world
and into our lives. May that promise give birth to hope, peace, joy, and
love within you and to those around you.

Blessed Advent and Christmas to each one of you,

Pastor Jonathan
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From Our Pastors

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Pastor Jonathan Davis




Prayer and Care
Ministry

12 Things to Say
to a Grieving Friend
Instead of “Happy Holidays!”

I'm thinking of you during this season.
I'm here for you if you need to talk or just be together.

It's okay to remember and honor [deceased’s name]
during the holidays. I'm thinking of them too.

| know this season can be tough; I'm here to support you.
You don't have to put on a brave/merry face for me.
It's okay to grieve, no matter how long it's been.
Take it one day at a time. I'll keep checking in.
Your feelings are valid, and I'm here to listen.
If you need a break from the holiday rush, I'm here to help.

I'm lighting a candle/hanging an ornament/baking cookies
this year in memory of [deceased'’s name].

| can run errands or help wrap gifts if you need.

If you'd like, we can adjust our plans to make this holiday
more low-key and peaceful.

f\.\ 0 ! ' JTEXTS #12DaysofGriefmas

Make a Difference,
Save a Life.

St. John's has hosted many American Red Cross
blood drives in the past few years, Just one unit Q¥
of blood has the potential to save 3 lives.

R P‘Big HeJ[/

There is always an ongoing need, and we invite
you to consider making a difference by donating
blood.

Upcoming Blood Drive Oil, \0&
. eb

Monday, January 12, 12:00-6:00 p.m., in St.

John's Hall.

You can sign up online at www.redcrossblood.org or by calling
1-800-733-2767.
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St. John’s Forum:
Youth, Parents, and Screens
with Michelle Martin
Sunday, December 7, 9:45 a.m.

Are you a parent or a grandparent who wonders about the effects of
screens on your kids and grandkids? Are you worried about the effect
of screens on our relationships with each other?

Michelle Martin, a 5" grade teacher at Prairie Creek Community School
and Minnesota Council for Social Studies 2018 Teacher of the Year,
will present and lead a conversation around the role screens play in
the lives of young people and our relationships with them. Join us for
this conversation and you will leave with actionable ideas to help your
children build healthy tech habits.

Welcoming Our Newest Members
to St. John's

Sunday, November 9, participants of our fall Accompany group
engaged in the "Rite of Welcome" during our early worship service.

The Rite of Welcome is a special blessing for our newcomers led by
the pastor with the participation of their sponsors. The congregation
witnesses this and welcomes them into our church community with
joy! We welcome:

Trey Bilderback, Larry and Pam Enfield, Deb Erickson,
David Nelson, Grant and Ella Sawyer, and Matt Svestka

We are happy to have these beloved people among us! Thank you to
their wonderful sponsors for supporting them: Michael Berger, Mike
Bull, Chuck and Julie Cannon, Mary Hoff, Marty and Ashley Gallagher,
and John Nelson.
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Children and Youth

Children’s Christmas Program
Sunday, December 14

St. John’s Children’s Christmas Program will
THEY
be held on Sunday, December 14, at the FOLLOWED

10:45 a.m. service. A BRIGHT STAR

The program, “They Followed the Bright Star”,
is performed by children in preschool -
grades.

If your child is unable to participate please e
notify his/her teacher or email Julie Brehmer
at children@StJohnsNorthfield.org.

Kids! Would you like to be part of the
Sunday School Christmas Program
Offering Music?

Sunday school children are welcome to participate in providing music
during the offering for the Sunday School Christmas program on
December 14.

We welcome solos or ensembles, short instrumental or vocal pieces.
Please sign-up in the lower Commons or contact Julie Brehmer at
children@StJohnsNorthfield.org or §07-645-4429 if your child is
interested in participating.

Christmas Books Available

St. John’s Library has many wonderful Christmas
and Advent books and are available for parents and
children to check out - some will be on display in
the library and others will be downstairs by the
Nursery.

Blessings and Congratulations
to our 3" Graders who Received their
Spark Bibles this Year

3¢ Grade Bibles are purchased using money from the Johnson
Memorial Bible fund.

James Bennett, Etta Dimick, McKenzie Erickson,
Frances Kaiser, Cora Nelson, Eloise Paulsen, William Toov
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Why do we do this?

"To care for each other as we learn to live Christian lives together"

Wednesday Night Programming

December - Wednesdays, 6:10-7:30 p.m.

All Youth: Middle School Confirmation and High School Youth Group

(Grades 6-12)

December3  Advent Fair

December 10 Advent Vespers Followed by Preparation for LOFTY
and Caroling

December 17  Advent Vespers Followed by Caroling
(Drivers Wanted!)

December 24 No Programming - Christmas Break

anuary - Wednesdays 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Middle School Confirmation J-Term
(Grades 6-8)
January 7, 14, and 28 (February 4 held as a Snow Day)

- In collaboration with St. Peter's Lutheran Church and
E E Bethel Lutheran Church, the three Northfield ELCA
A congregations will once again hold a collaborative
’ ﬁ J-Term. The month of January will be a chance for

. 5‘& Lutheran youth in Northfield to come together and
E_ 4= explore a variety of topics through the lens of faith.
= "~ Use the QR code to sign up online.

High School Youth Group

(Grades 9-12)

High school meets with Pastor Jonathan during the month of January
in the Youth Room.

Sunday Morning Youth Group
(Grades 6-12)
9:45-10:30 a.m., Youth Room

No Youth Group December 21 and 28.

December7  Youth Christmas Party!
December 14  We’'ll support the Children’s Christmas Program by
Arranging Cookie Trays

Third Grade Catechism Retreat
Sunday, January 11

Third graders, along with their parent(s), are invited to attend a
Catechism retreat on the Sacrament of Communion, Sunday, January
11, at St. John’s. f you are unable to attend, please email Julie Brehmer
at 501-645-4429 or children@StJohnsNorthfield.org.
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