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Advent and Christmas Worship & Events

Advent Fair
Wednesday, November 28, from §:15-7:15 p.m.

Sunday, December 2 - First Sunday of Advent
Worship at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

Advent Vespers
Wednesdays, December §, 12 and 19, at 6:15 p.m.
Contemplative Worship in the Sanctuary

Sunday, December 9 - Second Sunday of Advent
Worship at 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School Christmas Program during Worship at 10:45 a.m.
(see page 9 for additional information)

Sunday, December 16 - Third Sunday of Advent

Inside this issue: Worship at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Music from Antonio Vivaldi’s Gloria

3 From Our Pastors
Sunday, December 23 - Fourth Sunday of Advent

s Areyouinterested in a Bible 101 One Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.
Class?

Christmas Eve - Monday, December 24
Christmas Vespers at 3:00 p.m. (especially for families and children)
Christmas Vespers with Candlelight at 5:00 p.m.
Christmas Candlelight and Holy Communion at 11:00 p.m.

7  Service Project Event for Middle
and High School Families

9 Advent Storytime and Vespers

11 Hospitality Needs for Christmas Christmas Day - Tuesday, December 25
Eve and Christmas Day Services Christmas Eucharist at 10:00 a.m.

Christmas Dinner for All from 11:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.
12 Free Legal Clinic to Open in

December
Sunday, December 30
One Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.
WORSHIP SERVICES LIVE BROADCASTS TV BROADCASTS
8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Sundays 8:309:30 a.m. Sundays NTV Channel 180
FELLOWSHIP KYMN Radio 1080AM/95.1FM 7:30 p.m. Mondays

9:30 a.m. Sundays kymnradio.net 7:00 p.m. Fridays



Join Us for Worship! www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Worship Services
8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Sundays

Nursery Hours

8:15 a.m. - Noon Sundays

Learning and Fellowship

9:45 a.m. Sundays
All Ages from September - May

Live Broadcasts

8:30-9:30 a.m. Sundays
KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

TV Broadcasts
7:30 p.m. Mondays

7:00 p.m. Fridays

NTV Channel 180




Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Another year of grace. From Our Pastors

| don’t recall when it was exactly, but some time during my first month
at St. John’s in 2014 it dawned on me that 2019 would be a special year
in the life of the congregation. From that moment until now, 2019 has
been a focal point in thinking about how to give thanks for what has
been and look forward to what God is calling us to next.

Like most ministry efforts, it has been a winding road, and there are
still many things yet to be determined about how we will mark this
150" anniversary. But thanks to all of you, we can anticipate the
coming year with joy.

In 2018, many, many people stepped up to ensure that our sesquicen-
tennial year will be special. The Grace Overflowing Campaign team
worked for months to invite the congregation into our capital appeal
and raised funds beyond our expectations. The Properties & Grounds
Board has worked tirelessly to identify, promote, and oversee much
needed improvements and maintenance of our facility. The Benevo-
lence & Social Concerns Board identified and launched five new
partnerships with local agencies to deepen our commitment to the
community. Four different celebration committees are working to
create special events for 2019. Composers are working on new works.
Artists are creating logos. Sunday School planners are thinking about
how to share our history with our kids. And your Church Council and
staff have tried to keep track of it all even as we carry out the normal
cycle of a year of worship, education, welcome, and service.

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

We invite you to mark your calendars now for these special events:

Sunday, January 13: We
will welcome the St. Olaf
Choir in worship and
celebrate the historic
and ongoing relationship
between St. John’s and
the St. Olaf Choir with a
special forum and recep-
tion between services.

Sunday, April 28: We will continue our Easter celebrations with a
special focus on local composers and local visual artists.

Sunday, July 14: We will get outdoors together and celebrate with a
family friendly social event.

Pastor Jonathan Davis

October 26-28 : Our Capstone Event will include something for every-
one - kids, neighbors, history buffs, and people who just love to get
together, share food, and celebrate.

Between now and 2019 we give thanks that God is WITH US NOW,
celebrating Christ’s birth among us in an ever-changing and challeng-
ing world. God’s deepest blessings to you as we celebrate God’s
greatest gift.

Pastor Pam
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Prayer and Care
Ministry

Stephen Ministry: Season of Surprises

Lights to position, flights to book, weather to monitor, a guest room to
prep. All of these require time and energy; many of them assume a
hefty budget as well. And that doesn’t include the once-a-year foods
we set out and just-right gifts we wrap! These may seem to be the in-
gredients of the Christmas surprises anticipated by family and friends.

Whether we travel or host, such a season of surprises is also a season
of expectations - the expectations others put on us and those we put
on ourselves and our families. How can we manage expectations and
surprises while keeping the focus on the gift of being together? Here
are some tips:

o Establish priorities and make sure they are clear to everyone.
Strive to balance excitement and calm, group activities, and
personal space.

o Simplify whenever possible. Provide options (don’t make
demands) and allow plenty of free time (don’t over-schedule).
Focus on the basics of nourishment and rest for both guests and
hosts.

e Let love shape an openness to all kinds of surprises - weather that
causes slowdowns, an unexpected beloved at the door, a favorite
hymn sung by Christmas Eve’s candlelight.

But there will be empty calendars and souls living lonely holidays. The
heavenly peace that sounds soothing to the stressed may feel empty
to them. Still, the season’s sweetest surprise is for all - the infant God
comes to a lonely place in a hostile world, not to a festive, meticulous-
ly prepared “divine” party.

If you or someone you care about will face the season with more
stressful expectations or hurts than love and joy, consider connecting
with one of St. John’s Stephen Ministers. Learn more from one of the
pastors at 507-645-4429 or Joan Halvorson at 507-645-8445.

Johnds member s

Did something

change?

DID YOU MOVE?

DID YOUR PHONE NUMBER CHANGE?
DID YOU REMOVE YOUR LANDLINE?
DID YOUR PRIMARY EMAIL SWITCH?

Do we know?

PLEASE UPDATE CCB OR NOTIFY THE
OFFICE TO UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION.
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St. John’s Forums in December

December 2

Back to Confirmation:

Am | Really Supposed to Believe Mary was a Virgin? - Sanctuary
During this Advent season, let’s go back to Confirmation and ask a
question that many of us think about but rarely talk about. Was Mary
really a virgin? Have you ever asked that question? Using a Confirma-
tion curriculum called Re:Form, we will wrestle with this question of
faith together.

December 9
Call the Midwife: A Perspective on Birth and Christmas - Sanctuary

St. John’s member Tamara Jackman will be reflecting a bit on her
experience as a nurse midwife and the story of Christ’s birth. Tamara
is a Certified Nurse Midwife, in practice serving a diverse community
at West Side Community Health Services in St Paul since 2004.

Are you interested in a Bible 101 Class?

The St. John’s Forum team is considering offering a 4-week Bible 101
class on Sunday mornings this winter or spring season. This would not
replace the St. John’s Forum, but would be an additional educational
opportunity. Before deciding to do this, we wanted to know how many
people might be interested. If you would be interested in this being of-
fered, please contact Pastor Jonathan at jdavis@stjohnsnorthfield.org,
or put your name on the sign-up on Pastor Jonathan’s door.

Manna & Mercy Video Discussion
Group Continues in December

On Sundays, December 2, 9 & 16, from 9:45-10:30 a.m., you are

invited to join this discussion group in the Fireside Room, where a
video will be shared followed by small group discussion. South African
pastor and justice activist Alan Storey has created a video series that
ask and invite questions of faith on how to read scripture, think about
a particular Bible story, or how to think about God. The beauty of this
time is that each video stands on its own and there is no experience
necessary for each week — just show up on the Sundays that you can
make it. You do not need to have attended the previous week.

*New* Bible Study...
Manna and Mercy Text Study

On Mondays, from 12:00-1:00 p.m., the Manna and Mercy group that
gathers in the Fireside Room will now become a weekly text study for
the upcoming Scripture readings in worship. This is a great opportuni-
ty to read through and discuss the Bible texts before they are read and
preached on Sunday morning. It is also a great opportunity to meet
other people and grow in faith. We hope you will consider joining us!
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Children and Youth

Kids! Would you like to Perform a
Solo or Ensemble for the Children’s
Christmas Program?

Children are welcome to perform a solo or ensemble for the
Children’s Christmas program on December 9.
\

4

Please sign-up in the Commons or
contact Julie Brehmer at 507-645-4429 or
children@StJohnsNorthfield.org if you are
interested in participating.

Bowling Event for Kids Grades 2 - 5,
January 21, NO SCHOOL DAY! Watch
for more info!

= - Catechism for 4" and 5*
Graders will resume on
LUTHERS SMALL
CaTECHISM ~ January 2

3 CAT classes meet downstairs, 4™ grade in
< Room 20 and 5™ grade in the Undercroft,
from 4:00-4:45 p.m. Let Julie know if your
child would like to ride the Wednesday
afterschool bus to CAT!

Remember to bring your CAT book!

Toddler Time

Each month, children who are 2 years old (by 9/1/18) and our
preschool Sunday school class, along with their parents, are invited
to attend Toddler Time.

Jenny Nystrom leads the children in song, games, crafts and story
time. Toddler Time meets at 9:50 a.m. in Room 14 (lower level).

Our topic for November is “Thank You, God”.

Here is the schedule for the year:
"k ddl er December 9, January 13, February 10,
o March 10, April 14, and May s.
: \ me Please feel free to give Julie Brehmer a

call if you have questions, 507-645-4429.
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Get Involved in Worship!
St. John's always encourages middle school and high school youth to Children and Youth

assist with worship service in a variety of ways (singing or playing
music, reading scripture or prayers, serving communion, greeting,
ushering, designing art for the bulletin cover, etc.). We love to have a

mix of generations involved in our services. Just let us know anytime M t
what you would like to do! en ee

entor

Middle School Youth Group

All Middle School Youth (6'-8™ grade) are invited to meet in the
Youth Room at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays for treats, highs and lows, and
interactive faith discussion! Discussions are lead by St. Olaf College
student, Emerson Clay (our Interim Youth Support Staff). This
month’s topics are:

e December 2: Advent Wreath Making
e December 9: Am | Really Suppose to Believe Mary Was A Virgin?
e December 16: Does God Still Create Stuff Today?

e December 23: No Middle School Youth Group - Christmas Break

e December 30: No Middle School Youth Group - New Year’s Break
Sunday Middle School Youth Group will resume after the holiday
break on January 6, 2019.

Confirmation for Grades 6-8 and

High School Youth Group '

o December s: All age groups gather for Advent Vespers in the
Sanctuary at 6:15 p.m. Immediately following Vespers, grades 6-8
will find their small group guides, and go to a quiet place to do
highs and lows and have discussion time. High School Youth
Group will meet with Emerson in the Youth Room for discussion
and activities, concluding at 7:30 p.m.

e December 12: Advent Vespers at 6:15 p.m., followed immediately
by small group time (same as previous week).

e December19: All are invited to Advent Vespers, but no small
group or youth group gatherings

o December 26: Christmas break

Regular Wednesday youth programming will resume again after the
holiday break on January 2, 2019

High School Club

On December 2, the High School Club will meet at Peggy Hanson's
house from 2:00-4:00 p.m. Enjoy delicious treats and the opportunity
to work on a quilt for the homeless youth of Northfield! Friends are
invited!
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News and Updates

2019 Summer Trips for Youth

High School Youth Summer Trip: Camp Christikon
July 20-28

Don't miss out on this truly
awesome experience back-
packing through the beau-
tiful Rocky Mountains of
Montana!

Middle School Youth Summer Trip: Camp Amnicon Flambeau River
Ramble
June 23-28

Experience this exciting
camping and white water
canoe adventure along the
beautiful scenery of the
Flambeau River near Lake
Superior in northern
Wisconsin!

You can get the information you need for both trips from the
brochures available on the Youth Ministry board near the Sacristy.
Brochures are also available on the bulletin boards outside of the
Youth Room and by the southwest steps.

If you are interested in going on either trip, please email Angie
Gehring: youth@StJohnsNorthfield.org.

*Friends are welcome!

Poinsettia Orders

The Chancel Guild will be taking orders for poinsettias between
services on Sundays and on Wednesdays during the Wednesday Night
Meal.

If you would like to order a poinsettiain hon-
or or memory of someone or in celebration of
Christmas, stop in the Commons on the
above referenced dates. The order form will
also be available in the church office and on
the website.

The last day to have your order form in is Sunday, December 16.

The flowers will be used to decorate the church for the Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day services.
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St. John'’s Children’s Christmas
Program on Sunday, December 9 News and Updates

Mark your calendars!

St. John’s children will be participating in our
10:45 a.m. worship service in the St. John’s
Hall.

The program, “Carriers of the Light” is

ﬁerformed bi children in ireschool-irade i

-645-

Creative Arts Group

The next creative arts group will be a Christmas Carols & Crafts night
on Wednesday, December 19, from 6:00-6:45 p.m. in the St. John’s
Library. The group will be led by both LBSA’s Art Specialist, Bridget
Novak and Music Therapist, Jenny Solar. Bring your favorite Christmas
carols to sing as a group, and we’ll also be making holiday snow
globes! No experience is necessary - come willing to meet new people
and try something new! For questions or to volunteer, please email

Bridget (Bridget.Novak@laurabaker.org) or Jenny

(Jenny@laurabaker.org) or call and leave a message at 645-8866 x144.

Served from 5:15-6:15 p.m. in St. John's Hall
All are welcome!
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