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Sundays
8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.

Joint Thanksgiving Eve Worship

The 3 ELCA congregations of Northfield will again join together
for worship on Wednesday, November 26.

We will gather at St. Peter's Lutheran Church
at 6:30 p.m. for a service of the word.

Our joint offerings will benefit Ruth’s House of Hope.

A pop-up choir will sing two pieces.
Any singers are welcome to join in by coming at 5:30 p.m. to rehearse together.

Pie fellowship will follow the service.

Come Ye Thankful People Come!

RADIO BROADCASTS
8:30 a.m. Sundays
KYMN Radio 1080AM/95.1FM
kymnradio.net

LIVESTREAM
Sundays
8:30 a.m.
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org



Join Us for Worship! www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Worship Services

8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m., Sundays

Livestream

8:30 a.m. Sundays
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Radio Broadcasts

8:30 a.m. Sunday
KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

Video

St. John’s YouTube Channel
www.youtube.com/@St.JohnsNorthfield




From Our Pastors

At the end of this month, we celebrate a civic holiday — Thanksgiving —
in church.

This is unusual, because in the Lutheran tradition we follow a calendar
that marks the year differently from the secular world. Whether it’s a
civic national holiday or a Hallmark holiday, we don’t prioritize the
narratives of who we are based on our family, ethnic, or national
identities. We gather first and foremost as followers of Jesus Christ,
baptized into our identities as children of God.

We make an exception for Thanksgiving because while it is a civic holi-
day, its essence is gratitude to God — for the harvest and for the com-
munity in which we live. It is, you could say, a “first article” day, re-
membering that all have received has comes from the Creator. And we
join with faith communities that are not Christian — Jews, Muslims, and
others -- to give thanks for the harvest and peace we have to enjoy it.

We live in a confusing time when it comes to matters of faith and civic
life. There are voices in our public life that want to claim privilege for
some Christians in our country; they claim to speak for all Christians,
but they do not. The separation of church and state is being threat-
ened. These trends threaten the freedom we have as people of faith to
define our discipleship of Jesus Christ on our own terms, not terms
dictated by the state. | commend to you the social statement of the
ELCA Faith and Civic Life: Seeking the Well-Being of All passed at this
year’s Churchwide Assembly, which brings our theological perspective
to this contentious issue.

The diversity of Christian views is one of the treasures of our heritage
that separates church and state. For hundreds of years, this country
has made room for enormous variety in Christian faith and practice;
and that precious freedom of worship has attracted a host of people of
other faiths to our shores too.

While the Trump administration is talking about their narrow
definition of anti-Christian bias, Christian pastors have been arrested
at the Capitol for praying for the poor who will suffer from budget cuts,
Christian refugees in this country have been abruptly cut off from aid,
Christians in other nations have lost lifesaving medicine, and Christian
pastors have been tear-gassed for standing in peaceful protest of
militarized ICE actions. While | don’t believe Christians should receive
more aid or help than any other religious group, this federal
administration seems only concerned about particular Christians --
those who give unwavering loyalty to its policies.

When government leaders seek to define what “Christian” is, they
usurp the role of Christian leaders AND the role of Christian believers.

This Thanksgiving, we will gather again with our ELCA siblings at St.
Peter’s Lutheran Church for a service of prayer and thanksgiving — and
for fellowship over pie. It remains a great privilege of our country that
we have the freedom to worship as we will, and to name our God ac-
cording to our own faithful reading of Scripture. We pray that church-
es and other faith institutions will have the same freedom to articulate
their various faiths, in their own words, for many years into the future.

Pastor Pam Fickenscher
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November 2 is All Saints Sunday
This is the day the church particularly gives \\"ﬂ'r"!'-‘

MiniStry thanks for those who have gone before us in b%@_\

faith. : ﬁ :
St. John’s will remember by name those mem- éz‘

bers who have died in the past year, ringing the *
bell, and lighting candles in memory of each of et
them: R @

Prayer and Care

Lois Pearson, Paul Klinefelter, Joan Halvorson,
John Ferguson, Donna James, Iva Dodson, Charles Houge,
Jeanne Narum, Myrna Otte, Billi Failletaz, Jack Schwandt,
Scott Quinnell, Erik Johnson, Kathy Vang

St. John’s also rejoices with thanksgiving at these new saints who have
entered the baptismal waters in the past year:

lan Johnson, Samuel Shumway, Brenna Neuger, Rowena Luedtke,
Valerie Kastner, Trey Bilderback, Valerie McGuire, Addison Monson,
Olive Tennyson, Lee Tennyson, Kai Rifat Islehart, Madeline Ostertag,
Andrew Ostertag, Aidan Thoma, Sigrid Cheadle Pearson

Advance Care Planning Open House
Tuesday, November 25, 1:30-3:00 p.m.
FiftyNorth
1651 Jefferson Parkway, Room 103

At this open house session, trained Advance Care Planning facilitators
will be available to answer your questions and individually assist you
in starting, completing, revising, and/or notarizing your health care
directive.

A health care directive is a document for putting
your health care wishes into writing in the event Advance
you are incapacitated in the future. This is a way Care Plan
to make known your values and goals for care,
and to gain peace of mind (and a thumbs-up
from family members and medical providers!)

Adults of all ages are welcome. Feel free to bring
your own blank or partially-completed health
care directive; blank documents will also be available. This event is
free.

Facilitated by the Northfield-based End of Life Choices Collective.
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St. John’s Forum - Fall 2025
Courage, Conversion, Care:
Responding Faithfully to Climate Change

As people of faith, what do we need to know and understand about
climate change, and how are we called to respond? Underlying these
questions is a more basic one: who are we, and what are we called to
be? Join us this fall as we explore these questions in a series of forums
on responding to climate change.

The series continues with Professors Tim Eberhart, and Colleen
Carpenter as they discuss biblical and theological resources for
redefining our relationship and responsibility to the natural world and
its creatures. Professor Jorgenson and her students, Addie Flesch and
Paavo Rundman, bring the series to a close with reflections on our
current situation: how, amid the anxiety of dealing with a rapidly
changing environment, do we move forward with hope?

Christian Biblical and Theological Resources
November 9: Called to Be Creatures: Dietrich Bonhoeffer's Ecological

Theology for a World in Crisis - Rev. Dr. Timothy R. Eberhart

Robert and Marilyn Degler McClean Associate Professor of Ecological
Theology & Practice Director, Center for Ecological Regeneration
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary

November 16: Faith Active in Love: Laudato Si’ Is Calling You to Climate
Justice - Colleen M. Carpenter, Ph.D. Professor of Theology and
Women’s Studies, St. Catherine University (2006-2022) Benedict
Distinguished Visiting Professor of Environmental Studies, Carleton
College (2022-2024)

Courage and Hope in the Present Moment
November 23: Young Lutherans and the Realities of Climate Anxiety

- Addie Flesch Psychology and Religion major, with minor in
Environmental Studies, St. Olaf College Paavo Rundman Ancient
Studies and Film and Media major St. Olaf College

November 30: Troubled Hope - Kiara Jorgenson, Ph.D. Associate
Professor, Religion and Environmental Studies and Chair, Department
of Environmental Studies St. Olaf College

Life and Growth
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Children and Youth
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Suzuki Kids
e For children, ages 0-3 with an adult
e Thursdays at 4:00 pm, starting October 2nd

¢ St. John’s Lutheran Church
¢ Email arielleloy@gmail.com with questions

a FREE music class for

babies and toddlers!

Come in your PJs to Movie Morning!

Kids s grade and younger are invited to come in their pajamas to
movie morning at St. John’s. Come for breakfast and stay to watch a
movie. Feel free to bring friends!

Where: The Commons for Breakfast, Come in Your
Movie in St. John’s Theater ~ PJ’sto~
When: Mon. November 3 - NO SCHOOL DAY! . -

VAV AV A A

MOVIE

Children younger than kindergarten need to be ;
accompanied by a parent. W

Time: 9:00-11:00 a.m.

Sign up on the bulletin board in the Commons
or call Julie Brehmer at 507-645-4429.

Parent help is appreciated. Let Julie know if you can lend a hand.

St. John’s Children’s
Christmas Program
Sunday, December 14

St. John’s Children’s Christmas Program will be
held on Sunday, December 14, at the 10:45 a.m. ik

A Clildron's
Program

The program is performed by children in
preschool-grade 5. All children are welcome to
be involved. Rehearsal are on Sunday mornings
during Sunday School.

If your child is unable to participate please
notify his/her teacher or email Julie Brehmer
at children@StJohnsNorthfield.org.

Solos or Ensembles
for the Christmas Program

Sunday school children are welcome to participate in providing music
during the offering for the Sunday School Christmas program on
December 14.

We welcome solos or ensembles, short instrumental or vocal pieces.
Please sign-up in the lower Commons or contact Julie Brehmer at
children@StJohnsNorthfield.org or 507-645-4429 if your child is
interested in participating.
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Bowling - November 3

Monday, November 3, is a NO SCHOOL DAY so we’re heading to the
bowling alley!

Who: Grades 6-12, Friends are always welcome!
Where: Flaherty Northfield Lanes, Hwy 3, Northfield
When: Monday, November 3 - NO SCHOOL !

Time: 11:00 a.m.

Cost: $12.00/youth for 2 games and shoe rental

Please sign up online or on the bulletin board in the Commons or
downstairs by the Youth Room.

Parents: Please drop off and pick up at the bowling alley. If your youth
need a ride or financial assistance to participate, give Kristin a call at
507-645-4429. Parent or high school chaperones are needed and much
appreciated.

Sunday Morning Youth Group
(Grades 6-12)
9:45-10:30 a.m., Youth Room

On Sunday mornings during the school year, all youth are invited to
meet in the Youth Room at 9:45 a.m. for treats, highs and lows, and
interactive faith discussion. Each week we get a little practice using our
Bibles and telling our shared story as a community of God’s children.

Tenth Graders Affirm their Baptism

On Sunday, September 28, the 10™ graders retreated to Gustavus
Adolphus for an afternoon to prepare for their affirmation of baptism.
On Sunday, October 26, these 10" graders affirmed their baptism at
the 10:45 a.m. service:

Jonah Brownlee, Alarya (Rosie) Cook,
Micah Hassanally, Wyatt Norrie, Trevor Volkert

Children and Youth
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