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Thanksgiving Eve Ecumenical Service at
St. Dominic Church

St. John's will be gathering in worship together with our Roman Catholic
brothers and sisters on Thanksgiving Eve.

We will gather at St. Dominic's at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 21, for
worship with hymns, homily and prayers, and then gather in their fellowship
hall for ice cream sundaes and bars. Our offering for the evening will benefit
the Community Action Center of Northfield's food shelf.

St. John's is providing the ice cream for the festivities! Please sign up to con-
tribute to the refreshments. You can sign up in the Commons starting Sunday,
November 4 or online thru CCB or by contacting Mary Kelvie at 507-645-4429 or
sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org.

LIVE BROADCASTS TV BROADCASTS
8:309:30 a.m. Sundays NTV Channel 187
KYMN Radio 1080AM/95.1FM 7:30 p.m. Mondays

kymnradio.net 7:00 p.m. Fridays
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Join Us for Worship! www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Worship Services
8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Sundays

Nursery Hours

8:15 a.m. - Noon Sundays

Learning and Fellowship

9:45 a.m. Sundays
All Ages from September - May

Live Broadcasts

8:30-9:30 a.m. Sundays
KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

TV Broadcasts
7:30 p.m. Mondays

7:00 p.m. Fridays

NTV Channel 187




Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

“How are you going to be raising your two boys in light of all of this?”

That is the question someone asked me recently, as we continue to
hear more and more in our culture about the prevalence of sexual
assault and the need for new clarity around what counts as consent
and what does not.

What a great and important (and also daunting) question this is. It is a
question that I, and my wife Lauren, take seriously and think about
often. How are we going to raise our boys to know about good and
healthy boundaries for themselves and their bodies and honoring the
boundaries of others?

My quick answer was, “Carefully.” Meaning, full of care. | certainly do
not have all of the answers of what this looks like as a parent, but |
think that approaching such an important topic as this demands great
care and thought.

The truth is that most of us did not have good modeling on how to talk
about a healthy sexual life (and, most likely, neither did our parents, or
their parents). It is hard to know how to have this conversation. For the
sake of our children, we long to make being a sexual person simple
and clear, free of pain and regret and heart break. But we can’t.
Because we also know how complicated and difficult figuring out one’s
life as a sexual being can be, especially when relationships and other
people are involved.

How are we going to raise our children in light of what we know now? This
is a really good question for families to be asking.

But | think this question belongs to the Church as well. I think schools
and churches have a responsibility in providing education and
wisdom, especially during this particular time in our culture.

| suspect that very few of us learned much about sex or romantic love
in the context of church. As Bromleigh McCleneghan says in her book
Good Christian Sex, “So many churches say and do nothing toward
helping people form faithful understandings of what it means to be in
relationship with others. We did get some sex ed at my church, but it
was mostly biology. Thus, | had the logistics, but not the ethics; the
information, but not the wisdom...’Don’t ask/don’t tell’ is a lousy
strategy for making disciples.”

Most parents get a little squeamish at the thought of having “The
Talk”, but perhaps the Church can be a place of safe vulnerability that
aids families in talking about the things we don’t talk about, yet know
we need to.

In November and January this year, our 7" and 8™ grade confirmation
students will spend 4-weeks on human sexuality. We will be talking
about how our bodies are a good creation, made in the image of good,
and deserving of respect. We will talk about how sex and physical
intimacy are a good, enjoyable gift from God. We will affirm the
complexities and diversities of being a human being with regards to
sexual orientation and gender identity, and how all people are beloved
and welcome in the kingdom of God. Finally, we will learn about

Continued on page 9
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Stephen Ministry:
- 10 Helps for Communicating with
Ministry People with Dementia

In continuing education, St. John’s Stephen Ministers have been learn-
ing about dementia. There are many types of dementia with various
causes and prognoses but people with all types respond best when
caregivers use techniques like these that offer dignity and grace.

Prayer and Care

1. Instead of arguing, agree and distract.

2. Instead of shaming, praise and divert.

3. Instead of saying “remember” say, “reminisce.”

4. Instead of saying “you can’t,” say, “do what you can.”
5. Instead of condescending, encourage and model.

6. Instead of lecturing, reassure.

7. Instead of saying “Il told you,” repeat patiently.

8. Instead of demanding, ask politely.
9. Instead of forcing, try music to invite participation.
10. Be open to joy and surprises as you journey together.

Organizations such as the Alzheimer’s (https://alzfdn.org/) or the De-
mentia Care Foundation (http://www.dementiacarefoundation.org) are
great sources of additional information. Local facilities such as Three
Links and The Northfield Retirement Community also offer a range of
care and support.

If you or a loved one are dealing with memory issues, St. John’s
has trained Stephen Ministers who are available to meet with you.
Please contact one of the pastors (507-645-4429) or Joan Halvorson
(507-645-8445) to learn more.

t . Johnds member s

er
prayer

nd affection.o
%Ieterans Day 20%8
IN HONOR OF VETERANS DAY, St. John's is
offering the ELCA Book of Prayer for the

Armed Services for members and family
members in active military service.

If you or a family member would like a prayer
book, please contact one of the pastors or
Leah Garlie before November 11.
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St. John’s Forums in November

November 4
Manna and Mercy: Large Group Edition - St. John’s Hall

South African pastor and justice activist Alan Storey has created a vid-
eo series called Manna and Mercy that asks and invites questions of
faith on how to read scripture, think about a particular Bible story, or
how to think about God. Many people have wanted to see these videos
but have not been able to in the past. Join us in St. John’s Hall as we
watch and discuss the Manna and Mercy video titled “In love, by love,
and for love,” which talks about how the Biblical creation story was
written to counteract the Babylonian creation story which featured
many gods fighting each other.

November 11

Questions of Faith Panel Discussion - Sanctuary

Recently, many adults have been expressing their desire (and fear) to
ask questions of faith. People long to be honest about their doubts
and wonderings about God, Christianity, and faith, but too often
people were told to not question and not doubt. Too often we are told
to “just believe.” In light of this, we want to make space to hear and
wrestle with the deep question that are alive in our congregation. Join
us for this Questions of Faith Panel Discussion where the pastors and a
panel of St. John’s members will read and discuss questions of faith.
To help with this, we would love to know what questions you have
always wanted to ask but never felt encouraged to do so. There is
“Questions of Faith” Box in the Commons (see page 9) where we hope
you will write down your questions of faith that will be used for this
panel discussion.

November 18

A Teen’s Experience with Climate Action and Why I Don’t Cry About Cli-
mate Change (Every Day) - Sanctuary

Katie Schroeer cares a lot and knows a fair bit about climate change
and somehow still hasn’t succumbed to total despair. Come hear
how she manages that and have a good conversation about climate
pessimism, optimism, realism and, most importantly, climate action.
Guaranteed sugarcoating-free forum (that still has some hope).

November 25
No Forum - Enjoy Fellowship Time!

Manna & Mercy Video Discussion
Group Continues in November

On Sundays, November 11, 18 & 25, from 9:45-10:30 a.m., you are
invited to join this discussion group in the Fireside Room, where a
video will be shared followed by small group discussion. South African
pastor and justice activist Alan Storey has created a video series that
ask and invite questions of faith on how to read scripture, think about
a particular Bible story, or how to think about God. The beauty of this
time is that each video stands on its own and there is no experience
necessary for each week — just show up on the Sundays that you can
make it. You do not need to have attended the previous week.
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Children and Youth

Come in your PJs to Movie Morning!

Kids 5" grade and younger are invited to
come in their pajamas to movie morning at
St. John’s! Come for breakfast and stay to
watch a movie! Feel free to bring friends!

Where: The Commons for Breakfast,
Movie in St. John’s Theater

When: Monday, November §
NO SCHOOL DAY!

Time: 9:00-11:00 a.m.

Children younger than kindergarten need to be accompanied by a
parent. Sign up on the bulletin board in the Commons or contact Julie
Brehmer at 507-645-4429 or children@StJohnsNorthfield.org. Parent
help is appreciated! Let Julie know if you can lend a hand.

Blessings and Congratulations to our
3'd Graders who received their Spark
Bibles in October!

Jonah Brownlee, Tegan DeGrego,
Michaela Gummow, Jacob King,
Wyatt Norrie, Trevor Volkert

The Bibles are purchased using money from the
Johnson Bible fund.

Toddler Time

Each month, children who are 2 years old (by 9/1/18) and our
preschool Sunday school class, along with their parents, are invited
to attend Toddler Time.

Jenny Nystrom leads the children in song, games, crafts and story
time. Toddler Time meets at 9:50 a.m. in Room 14 (lower level).

Our topic for November is “Thank You, God”.

Here is the schedule for the year:
k ddler Nov. 11, Dec. 9, Jan. 13, Feb. 10, March 10,
o April 14, and May s.
| \ me Please feel free to give Julie Brehmer a

call if you have questions, 507-645-4429.
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ROMANS & CHRISTIANS

M/IDDLE SCHOOL EVENT
o e";’gf .
%"ds

Middle School Youth Group

All Middle School Youth (6"-8™ grade) are invited to meet in the
Youth Room at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays for treats, highs and lows, and
interactive faith discussion! These gatherings will be lead by St. Olaf
College student, Emerson Clay (our Interim Youth Support Staff),
and other adults. This month’s topics are:

November 4: Can | be a Christian without going to church?
November 11: Why do we go to church?

November 18: Noise - Listening to God

November 25: No Middle School Youth Group - Thanksgiving Break

Confirmation Wednesdays

This month’s topics are:

e 6" Grade: Explore the Manna and Mercy Curriculum
(Led by Pastor Pam in the Undercroft)

e 7" and 8" Grades: Discussion of Faith and Human Sexuality
(Led by Pastor Jonathan in Fellowship Hall)

High School Youth Group

All High School Youth are invited to attend High School Youth
Group on Wednesday nights in the Youth Room, from 6:15-7:30 p.m.
There will be a rotating schedule of thought provoking faith topics,
service projects, “burning” question/answer sessions with a pastor,
and a free night. Emerson Clay is present to guide activities and
prayer. This month’s topics are:

o November 7: Can | trust the Bible?

o November 14: Service Project Night

e November 21: No High School Youth Group - Thanksgiving Break
e November 28: Advent Fair
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November
High School Club

ACINITIES

Sunday, November 18
2:00-4:00 p.m.
at the Home
of Peggy Hanson




News and Updates

Operation Joy!
(Sharing Tree)
Nov. 14 - Dec. 9

The Christmas Sharing Tree,
with a new title “Operation Joy”
is a program sponsored by the
Northfield Community Action Center,
and will be displayed in St. John’s Commons
from November 14 -December 9.

The Sharing Tree is decorated
with paper stars.
Each star has a gift idea,
along with the name, age,
and gender of a child whose family needs
help purchasing Christmas gifts this year.

Purchased gifts should be placed,
unwrapped, with the paper star attached,
and put under the tree
by Sunday, December 9.

In addition,
we will offer gifts to our Companion Synod,
the Central Diocese of Tanzania.
The tree will be decorated with envelopes for
making donations to the
Tanzania Scholarship Fund.

Thank you in advance for your donations!

November 4 is All Saints Sunday

This is the day the church particularly
gives thanks for those who have gone All Saints’ J’muluy

before us in faith. November 4, 2018

St. John’s will remember by name those ' o .
members who have died in the past s,
year, ringing the bell, and lighting
candles in memory of each of them.

Social Justice, Activism & the Church
Thursday, November 1, 7:00 p.m. St. John's Hall

W@ Dr. Ar}thony Bateza, St. Olaf professor

of Religion and Luther scholar, earned
CONVERSATIONS degrees from lowa State University (B.S,

2002), Lutheran School of Theology at

Chicago (M.Div., 2006), and Princeton Theological Seminary (Ph.D.,

2017). g e 8

Dr. Bateza is a specialist in Martin Luther,
moral theology and Christian ethics. His
other scholarly interests include the broader
Augustinian tradition, the impact of Luther’s
thought on 19th century philosophy, and
questions of race, identity, and social justice.

Refreshments. Open to the public.

Bus Tour to the

American Swedish Institute
Thursday, December 6

The bus will be on 3 Street at St. John’s for boarding around 9:45
a.m., leaving at 10:00 a.m. We will tour the mansion around 11:30 a.m.,
eating after that (plate lunch from FIKA). There should be time to
wander (there’s a gift shop) on your own. The bus should return to
Northfield by 3:00 p.m. Duane Engstrom will be our tour leader. The
Adult Education & Ministry Board is sponsoring this trip.

You can sign up on Sundays, November 18 & 25 and December 2, in
the Commons. The cost is $50 (due at sign up) and includes the bus
ride and lunch.

You can find much information about the Institute online.
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From Our Pastors
Continued from page 3

Creative Arts Group

The next creative arts group will be a Music & Arts Technology night

on Wednesday, November 14 from 6-6:45 p.m. in the St. John’s Library.

The group will be led by both LBSA’s

Art Specialist, Bridget Novak and Music
Therapist, Jenny Solar. We’ll have a varie-
ty of technology available including
recording our own music and exploring
making art using with iPads.

No experience is necessary- come willing to meet new people and try
something new!

For questions or to volunteer, please email Bridget
(Bridget.Novak@laurabaker.org) or Jenny (Jenny@laurabaker.org) or
call and leave a message at 507-645-8866 x.144.

News and Updates

Served from 5:15-6:15 p.m. in St. John's Hall
All are welcome!
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