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Tenth Graders to Affirm their Baptism

St. John’s gives thanks to God that the following young people in our congrega-
tion have indicated their desire to publicly affirm their baptism by participating
in the Rite of Confirmation on Sunday, October 14, at the 10:45 a.m. service:
(front row) Clayton Garlie, Peder Lindell, Kaylee Malecha, Stefany Perez,

Jaida Gehring; (back row) Nicholas Boehning, Carl Welbaum, Kai Legvold,
Amelia Becker, Elsa Nystrom; (not pictured) Gunnar Benson, Will Knutson,
Ethan Little.

This rite follows a seven-year education and reflection program at St. John’s
beginning with Catechism (CAT) classes in grades three, four, and five;
weekday and Sunday classes in grades six, seven, and eight; and classes,
retreats, and a mentor relationship in grade nine. The program concluded with
aretreat at Gustavus on Saturday, September 22. Please pray for these young
people and their faith and life as they make this commitment and affirmation.
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Dear Fellow Pilgrims,

The Bible often describes people of faith as travelers. The Hebrews,
Joseph’s descendants in Egypt, were themselves travelers from
Canaan, transplanted by famine and then by family. You could say
that Joseph’s brothers were early beneficiaries of chain immigration.
The word Hebrew is not an ethnic designation - it literally just means
people who crossed over.

Rescued from slavery in Egypt, the Israelites wander a long time in the
wilderness before they come into a land they call their own. The time
of relative peace and stability was vanishingly short under David’s
reign, and then they are conquered or displaced again and again by
conquering armies. The Babylonian exile is one of the most formative
events of the Bible, the time when God’s people learned anew that
God is everywhere, not tied to one land.

Jesus himself is referred to as one who has no place to lay his head;
the apostle Paul spent years on the road and crossing the sea to
spread the Gospel. In the letter to the Hebrews, the early Christians
are reminded of this identifier: “My father was a wandering Aramean...”

As much as various nations through history have tried to claim the
cross as their own national symbol, the confession of the church has
been that we are “catholic” — with which a small “c” means
“universal”, that is, not belonging to any one nationality. That is why
our denomination is the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Not

of America. As Christians, our faith always transcends our nationality.

Immigration has been both a life-giving reality and a matter of conflict
for most of this country’s history, and these times are no exception.
St. John’s has a long history of supporting refugees and migrants,
recognizing that most of us are only a generation or two removed from
immigration ourselves.

For this reason, St. John’s Benevolence Board chose an additional
Grace Overflowing project this summer. Your overwhelming generosi-
ty allows us to augment an effort already underway in Northfield —
namely providing legal advice and aid to low-income immigrants
through the Immigration Law Center of Minnesota (ILCM). This group
already works in greater Minnesota to advise people of their rights and
provide counsel for people who could not otherwise afford it. Our
grant will allow ILCM to provide a quarter time staff person working
here in Northfield, alongside the Volunteer Legal Network (VLN) which
will also be expanding work in Rice County this fall. ILCM and VLN
work so that people of all income levels have access to legal advice.

As we celebrate another Reformation Sunday this October, your wit-
ness to grace overflowing is evident, and reaching well beyond our
church walls.

Thanks be to God!

Pastor Pam
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From Our Pastors
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Stephen Ministry:
Life Transitions Into Fall

Prayer and Care
Ministry

Fall is upon us and with it comes a feast for the senses: trees clothed
in brilliant shades of red, orange and yellow, pumpkin pie spice lattés,
apple cider and doughnuts from the orchard, walking through piles of
crunching leaves, and wearing a favorite cozy sweater. It also brings
the anticipation and excitement of a new school year, making new
friends, and new things to learn.

But Fall also signals the passage of time. The days grow shorter, the
weather turns cooler, the trees shed their leaves and branches are
soon bare. These changes alone can affect us physically, some even
experience something called Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD). But
these seasonal changes can also remind us of changes in our lives.
Empty Nest Syndrome can be felt in many stages. Kindergartners are
no longer babes in arms, high schoolers are asserting their independ-
ence, and homes become suddenly quiet as the youngest goes off to
college. Empty Nest and other losses such as losing health, getting a
divorce and even retiring are similar in that they involve challenges to
our sense of identity, and a loss of an important role in our lives.

Psychologists encourage us to be open to alternatives to meaningful
aspects of our lives in one way or another when we lose them. Possible
new roles and interests to explore are all around us. We might even
find new ways to connect with others as we look through this publica-
tion of the Voice.

“We can be ready for a new phase in life and be sad about things
changing. Through it all, what remains steady is the loving presence of
God. And when we realize that God’s constancy helps us change and
adapt to the world, when we expand our understanding of who God is
and who we are as God’s people, then our fears and anxieties and
loneliness need no longer dictate our lives. We can release them to
God, trusting that through the tears and worries and doubts, God has
always and will always be with us. For us. Loving us and on this jour-
ney with us.” (Bold Café: Jenna Pulkowski)

If you are experiencing a transition or loss in your life, St. John’s has
trained Stephen Ministers who are available to walk with you through

t . thisgifficytimes member s
Please contact one of the pastors (507-645-4429) or Joan Halvorson
DEI (507-645-8445) to learn more.
prayer
and affection. 6
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Introducing Our New Staff Members -
Emerson Clay and Arielle Loy

We are pleased to announce to new additions to the St. John’s staff
this year.

Emerson Clay will be leading youth
programs on Wednesday evenings
and Sunday mornings. He is a junior
at St. Olaf College, originally from
Minneapolis. Emerson has been a fan
of making music all his life, and is a
music education major with plans to
teach orchestra and band some day.
He plays Viola in the St. Olaf orchestra and has been a summer camp
counselor at Lake Wapogasset Lutheran Bible Camp for the past two
years. Emerson is look forward to meeting everyone!

Arielle Loy will be directing the Alleluia
Choir (Grades K-2). Arielle, her husband
Adam, and two sons, Anders and Isaac,
are members of St. John’s. She is excited
to share her love of music with the
children at St. John’s.

Creative Arts Group

The October Creative Arts Group
will be a fall-themed paint night on
g — 2. Wednesday, October 17, from 6:00-
GRACE 7 SN 6:45 p.m. in the St. John’s Library!
w2 ) The group will be led by LBSA’s Art
OVERFLOWING o ’

Specialist, Bridget Novak.

No experience is necessary - come willing to meet new people and try
something new! For questions or to volunteer, please email Bridget

(Bridget.Novak@laurabaker.org) or Jenny (Jenny@laurabaker.org) or
call and leave a message at 507-645-8866 x.144.

Rejoice Ringers -
St. John’s Handbell Choir

Rejoice Ringers is always appreciative of adding members looking to
apply their music talents. Regular ringers require the occasional
Thursday evening or Sunday
morning off. Would you be will-
ing and able to step in? Come
join a rehearsal to see what bell
ringing at St. John’s is all about.
Contact any Rejoice Ringers
member or send an email to
bells@StJohnsNorthfield.org.
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Children and Youth

3rd Graders and Preschoolers
to Receive Bibles

34 graders and parents meet in St. John’s Hall on Saturday, October
27, from 9:00-11:00 a.m. for a Retreat on the Word - An Introduction
to the Bible.

This class will be a primer on the Bible for students who will receive
their Bibles at the 10:45 a.m. service on Sunday, October 28. Please
call Pastor Pam or Julie Brehmer if your child is unable to attend either
day.

4th graders who received
Catechisms this year:

Anna Bash, Joshua Faust, Hunter Heath-Williams,
Tobias Hebzynski, Genevieve Knutson, Dyson McBroom,
Will McLaughlin, Isabelle Paulson, Selius Price,
Noah Tracy, John Tracy, Braden Van Sickle

Please contact Julie Brehmer at §07-645-4429 or
children@StJohnsNorthfield.org if your child would like to ride the

St. John’s afterschool bus on Wednesdays to CAT. The bus picks up at
Sibley, Bridgewater, Greenvale, and at the Middle School for PCCS
kids.

4" and 5" Grade CAT in October

4™ and 5t" grade Catechism continues in October. The 4" grade class
meets in Room 20 (lower level) and 5™ grade in the Undercroft (lower
level) from 4:00 — 4:45 p.m. (snack is included).

CAT meets Oct. 3, 10, 24.

Please contact Julie Brehmer if your child would like to ride the St.
John’s afterschool bus on Wednesdays to CAT.

The bus picks up at Sibley, Bridgewater, Greenvale and at the Mid-
dle School for PCCS kids.

Toddler Time

Each month, children who are 2 years old (by 9/1/18) and our pre-
school Sunday school class, along with their parents, are invited to
attend Toddler Time.

Jenny Nystrom leads the children in song, games, crafts and story
time. Toddler Time meets at 9:50 a.m. in Room 14 (lower level).

Here is the schedule for the year:
k ddl el' Oct. 14, Nov. 11, Dec. 9, Jan. 13, Feb. 10,
o March 10, April 14, and May 5.
: \ me Please feel free to give Julie Brehmer a

call if you have questions, 507-645-4429.
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Middle School Youth Group
All Middle School Youth (61-8™ grade) are invited to meet in the Children and Youth

youth room at 9:45am on Sundays for treats, highs and lows, and
interactive faith discussion! These gatherings will be lead by St. Olaf
College student, Emerson Clay (our interim youth support staff), and
other adults. This month’s topics are:

e October 7 - Nooma - “Rain”: Storms in the Bible and the Storms
in Life
e October 14 - Nooma - “Trees”: Why are we here?

e October 21 - No Youth Group, MEA BREAK

e October 28 - Re:Form — Why are there so many different
Christian churches?

High School Youth Group

All High School Youth are invited to attend High School Youth
Group on Wednesday nights in the Youth Room, from 6:15pm-
7:30pm. 9" grade youth are expected to attend, as this is part of
Confirmation for them. These gatherings will be lead by St. Olaf Col-
lege student, Emerson Clay (our interim youth support staff), and
other adults. This month’s topics are:

e October 3 - Can | Be a Christian and Believe in Evolution?
e October 10 - Ask a Pastor Night
e October 17 — No Youth Group, MEA BREAK

e October 24 - Free Night (Games, get-to-know-you activities, etc.)

Get involved with
Children’s and Youth Ministry at
St. John's!

For children and youth to feel connected to their church, it’s im-
portant for them to build relationships with at least 5 adults, other
than their parents.

Please consider volunteering with pro-
gramming this fall on a Sunday Morn-
ing or Wednesday afternoon/evening.
We need volunteers to teach and/or
help with a variety of activities. Please
talk with Julie Brehmer or Angie Gehring at 507-645-4429 or check out
the volunteer opportunities on our website at

www.StJohnsNorthfield.org.

P.S.: High School students - talk with Julie how you can connect with
our younger kids on Sundays and Wednesdays!
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News and Updates

Beginnings: A St. John’s Forum
Speaker Series Continues

October 7 — Beginnings: Creating Christian Liturgical Art

with Judy Swanson, Scott Swanson, and Bruce Benson

For many years, Judy Swanson designed and created the art and set
for the St. Olaf Christmas Fest, in collaboration with Pastor Bruce
Benson (St. Olaf’s college pastor at the time) and her son, Scott
Swanson. Join us as we enjoy pieces of Judy’s art collection and hear
from these three about how they began the creative process of
envisioning a new Christmas Fest each year.

October 14 - Beginnings: Baptism and the Start of the Christian Life
On this Sunday, when a number of our youth with be affirming their
baptisms through the Rite of Confirmation, we will consider the
sacrament of baptism and the rich meaning it has throughout the
Christian life. Pastor Pam attended a conference on baptism this
past spring and will lead us in learning again, or perhaps for the first
time, about this central event in the life of a Christian.

Manna & Mercy Video Discussion
Group Continues

On Sundays, October 7, and October 14, from 9:45-10:30 a.m., you
are invited to join this discussion group in the Fireside Room, where
a video will be shared followed by small group discussion. South
African pastor and justice activist Alan Storey has created a video
series that ask and invite questions of faith on how to read scripture,

think about a iarticular Bible stori, or how to think about God. The
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