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WelcomeFest

Sunday, September 15
9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Everyone is invited to St. John’s Hall for
breakfast, serving pancakes, sausage and fruit.
(Hosted by St. John’s Youth)

Children’s activities begin at 10:00 a.m. after

“e Sunday School Open House at 9:45 a.m.

Inside this issue: Ministry Fair
3 From Our Pastors Sunday, September 22
4 St.John’s Reads the Book of WedneSday' september 25

Genesis this Fall The Ministry Fair is coming!

5 Bible 101 Class Come and visit with members from many small groups at St. John’s. Tables will

6 Children and Youth Ministries be set up in St John’s Hall and volunteers on hand to answer questions. Meet
Connection Night new people and learn about opportunities for fellowship and service.

8 Get Involved with Children and There are two opportunities to visit the Ministry Fair:
Youth Programming ' Sunday, September 22, 9:45-10:45 a.m.

1 Wednesday, September 23, 5:15-6:15 p.m.
9 Courageous Conversations
Contact Jill Enestvedt (jillenestvedt@gmail.com) for more information or to

12 Inspired Pens Writing Group sign up to represent your group at the event.

14 Music Opportunities this Fall
16 Fall Worship Schedule
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Join Us for Worship! www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Worship Services

9:30 a.m. Sundays, Sept. 1 & 8
8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m., Sundays, Sept. 15, 22 & 29

Livestream

9:30 a.m. Sundays, Sept. 1 & 8
8:30 a.m. Sundays, Sept. 15, 22 & 29
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Radio Broadcasts

9:30 a.m. Sundays, Sept. 1 & 8

8:30 a.m. Sundays, Sept. 15, 22 & 29
KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

TV Broadcasts

7:30 p.m. Mondays

12:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Tuesdays
2:00 p.m. Wednesdays

7:00 p.m. Fridays

NTV Channel 187




From Our Pastors

Dear Friends in Christ,

Many people in the workplace are familiar with Gallup’s inventory
called “Strengthfinder.” It’s a tool that let’s people identify what their
strengths are in a range of skills common in the workplace, everything
from strategic-thinking skills to the ability to win people over.

One of my top strengths — one that seems to be pretty common
among people who have attended seminary — is “input.” Input is
defined as being inquisitive and enjoying collecting information,
experiences or things. It’s not surprising that people who have
graduate degrees have this as a top strength, since ongoing learning is
pleasurable to people with input strength.

We seem to live in a time when everything around us can feed the
input impulse. It’s never been easier to ask a question and google an
answer. The trouble is, the same tools we use to find reliable
information are sometimes vulnerable to misinformation. The advent
of artificial intelligence means that it can be harder and harder to tell if
“news” that you hear is legitimate.

One of the ten commandments says “Do not bear false witness against
your neighbor.” It’s especially important that we seek out truthful
information because it is so easy to pass on poor information as if it is
true. And when we pass on falsehoods, half-truths, or assumptions
about people’s motivations, we are bearing false witness.

So how do you get good information?

1. Check the source. Just because it is online does not mean it is
“news.” Just because it is “news” does not mean the writer
followed journalistic fact-checking standards. Searching on the
Google “news” tab will bring up better sources than the general
google search. Checking the “About Us” page of a website will
sometimes tell you about the biases and interests of those who
run the site.

2. Wait. Our 24/7 news cycle means that the media feel obligated to
comment and report all the time, even when very little
information is known. This leads to speculation and predictions
being pitched as “news”. Think about whether you need to know
more now, or whether you can wait a day or two to make sense of
events.

3. Make a habit of regularly listening to different sources and
different models. If you usually get your news on TV, read a news-
paper. If you only watch one channel, change it. Because most
major media companies own multiple papers and stations, make
sure you are not only listening to one point of view.

4. Beware of relying on social media Keep in mind that the
algorithms are likely to confirm and deepen your pre-existing
beliefs. Some social media protocols actively suppress links to
news stories.

5. Follow the money. Big corporations spend millions to form public

Continued on page 4
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Pastor Jonathan Davis




Prayer and Care
Ministry

From Our Pastors
Continued from page 3

opinion. When reading about a “study” or the economic impact of
a policy, ask yourself who benefits from it.

6. For your own self-care, take breaks from the information feed. We
are not well-equipped to be recipients of world news every hour of
the day. Develop a rhythm of paying attention, and then stepping
away.

None of us has a perfect, objective handle on the truth. But with care
and vigilance, we can avoid letting our emotions and opinions being
swayed by misinformation.

With love,
Pastor Pam

St. John's Forum in September
Opening the Creation Stories and
Finding Meaning
Sunday, September 29, 9:45 a.m., Sanctuary

This fall, St. John's Forum will be exploring the book of Genesis, focus-
ing on some of the most well-known and least-well known stories. The
series begins with an exploration of the creation stories in Genesis 1
and 2 that goes beyond the debate of "creation vs. science." Pastor
Jonathan will help us consider the poetry of the creation stories and
the deeper meaning for a troubled people.

St. John's Reads the Book
of Genesis this Fall

This fall, you are invited to join other St. John's members in reading
the Book of Genesis (the first book of the Bible). In conjunction with
the St. John's Forum series focused on stories from Genesis, there will
be suggested readings for each week in the weekly E-voice. Even if you
have never read a book of the bible before, give it a try - read the
passages and join the St. John's forum for deeper discussion on these
stories of our faith.
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Bible 101 Class

Sunday, September 22
12:15-1:45 p.m., Fireside Room

What is the Bible? How did it come to exist? How do | read the Bible in
my everyday life? How do Lutherans read the Bible? If you are asking
these questions - you are not alone. The Bible is sometimes an
intimidating and even scary book, even though we read from it every
Sunday. Many of us just do not know where to begin with it. Pastors
Pam and Jonathan would like to invite any and all people, who are
curious about the Bible to their Bible 101 class on Sunday, September
22, after the second service. We will meet in the Fireside Room and
spend time learning and asking questions together. All are welcome!

Weekly Pub Theology

This summer we will walk through the
topics of Sam Well's new book
Humbler Faith, Bigger God: Finding a Story
to Live By.

In this book, Sam Wells tries to speak to
the skepticism and doubts of people by
addressing ten difficult questions about

Christianity. Questions like:
1 Is Christianity just a fairytale for the young?
1 Can faith and science co-exist?
11 Why is there so much suffering in the world?
1 Is Christianity just one faith path among many?

Our last Pub of the summer read is Monday, September 16, from 6:00-
7:30 p.m., at The Contented Cow. The group will then take a break
until October.

If you would like to be added to our Pub Theology e-mail list, please

reach out to Pastor Jonathan at jdavis@StJohnsNorthfield.org.
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Children and Youth

Register St. John's
Children and Youth Programs

Check out St. John’s website at: stjohnsnorth-
field.org/congregational-life/. Click on “Children” or -+ Y

“Youth” to find out more about the programs E'I "@
available. Register by using this QR code or click on . -
“Register” on our website. ]

Please contact Julie Brehmer or Kristin Partlo at

507-645-4429 if you have questions regarding -
programming. @ SCAN ME

Returning members - we appreciate your registrations by Sept. 8

Visitors and new members are invited to register at any time during
the year.

Children and Youth Ministries
Connections Night
Wednesday, September 11
Fellowship Hall

Parents, children, and youth, come reconnect after the summer and
launch the 2024-2025 programming year. As a community we’ll share
information, questions and responses, and get a glimpse of the year to
come. Snacks and treats too!

Wednesday Afterschool Programming and Catechism at 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Confirmation and High School Youth Group at 6:30 p.m.

Children Ministries

Sundays...

Sunday school for children age 3 (by 9/1/24) to grade § starts with an
open house on Sunday, September 15, at 9:45 a.m. in the lower level of
St. John’s. Parents too!

After the Open House, enjoy breakfast along with children’s activities
from 10:00-10:30 a.m.

On Sunday, September 22, Sunday school begins in the lower level
classrooms at 9:45 a.m. PreK-K meets in Room 14, grades 1-2 meets in
Room 13, and grades 3-5 meets in Room 11. Sunday school ends at
10:30 a.m. St. John’s uses Augsburg Fortress’ curriculum, Spark, and
Whirl. Both curriculums follow the Lectionary year which means the
lessons in worship is also the lesson children learn in Sunday school.
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Wednesdays...
ROCK, Reaching Out to Christ’s Kids, begins on Wednesday, Sept. 18.

ROCK, our Wednesday afterschool program, is open to children in
grades K — 5. Wednesday programs, for all grade levels, consists of an
afterschool snack, games, Alleluia Choir and
Kid’s Club (grades K-2), and Catechism and

YO U Jubilate Choir (grades 3-5).
' St. John’s, through Benjamin Bus, provides an
afterschool bus to pick up kids from Greenvale,
ROCK’ Bridgewater, and Spring Creek elementary
schools and from the Middle school for Prairie
Creek students who register for Wednesday

programs. Make sure to indicate on the registration form if your child
would like to ride!

Catechism for Grades 3-5 is part of our Wednesday afterschool
program. Catechism, taught by our pastors, teaches the foundations of
Christian faith that Martin Luther prepared for parents to teach their
children. At St. John’s, we assist parents in providing classes on key
parts of the Catechism as part of our overall Education program.
Catechism starts on Wednesday, September 25, at 4:00-4:45 p.m.

If you are not receiving the Children’s Ministry Weekly Emails and
would like to, please contact Julie Brehmer at §07-645-4429 or
children@StJohnsNorthfield.org.
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Children and Youth

Get involved with Children’s
Programming at St. John'’s

Parents, grandparents, high school and middle school youth! Please
consider how you can help partner in faith by volunteering with
children’s programs this year. We try to create opportunities that are
easy to commit to and can fit into busy schedules.

Wednesday afternoons:

1 Snack Servers - help serve snacks on Wednesdays for our after-
school, 3:45-4:00 p.m.

| Bus Angels - take attendance and see that children are safely on
board the bus at either Greenvale, Bridgewater or Spring Creek
schools (about § minute time frame). Can be on a rotating basis.

 Youth! Lead games and assist with other activities during our
programs.

Sunday Mornings:
 Sunday School Team Teachers for PreK-K, 1-2 grades, 3-5 grades
(on arotating basis)
' Nursery volunteers during the worship services

Please contact Julie Brehmer at children@StJohnsNorthfield.org or
507-645-4429, if you have questions. Thanks!

Get Involved with Youth
Programming at St. John'’s

Would you like to help out on a regular or occasional basis with youth
Wednesday night Confirmation and High School Youth Groups?
Volunteering with youth events and regular programming is a great
way to get to know the young people in our congregation. Below are
some ways you could help in ways big and small — all of which make a
difference for everyone involved.

Wednesday nights

 Provide adult presence downstairs between dinner and program-
ming

1 Help setting up for confirmation, §:45-6:00 p.m.

' Sharing game ideas

{ Visiting to tell part of your story to youth

 Teach a J-Term class on the spiritual aspects of something you
know well

Events
7 Drivers
' Acquiring and preparing snacks
' Chaperones

Interested in helping out? Please contact Kristin Partlo at
youth@StJohnsNorthfield.org or 507-645-4429. Thanks!
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