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A St. John’s Forum Experiment...
Multiple Options!

One thing we have been learning through conversations with many of you is
that you all long for different opportunities in between services on Sunday
mornings. Some of you just want a chance to relax and have a cup of coffee
with friends. Others want a chance to learn more about an engaging and timely
topic, while others want a chance to connect, meet new people, and talk more
deeply about topics of faith and life. All of these are great ways to engage at
church and we hope you will feel free to find the right fit for you. With that,
beginning this fall, St. John’s Forum will be trying a short experiment - offering
multiple options on Sunday mornings. For the first four weeks of St. John’s
Forum, there will be TWO learning opportunities for people to choose from.
After that, we will evaluate and see if we want to continue offering two learning
opportunities.

Check out page 8 for what is being offered first this fall!

LIVE BROADCASTS TV BROADCASTS
8:309:30 a.m. Sundays NTV Channel 187
KYMN Radio 1080AM/95.1FM 7:30 p.m. Mondays

kymnradio.net 7:00 p.m. Fridays




Join Us for Worship! www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Worship Services

8:30 & 10:00 a.m. Sundays, September 2 & 9
8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Starting Sunday, September 16

Nursery Hours

10:00-11:1§ a.m. Sundays, September 2 & 9
8:15 a.m. - Noon Starting Sunday, September 16

Learning and Fellowship

Sundays Between Services

Live Broadcasts

8:30-9:30 a.m. Sundays
KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

TV Broadcasts
7:30 p.m. Mondays

7:00 p.m. Fridays

NTV Channel 187




Dear Friends in Christ,

New beginnings are always exciting. While some people look to
January 1 for their resolutions, | always feel more renewed when the
asters bloom and the cooler breezes of September arrive. How many
of us, whether or not we actually still attend or work in a school,
remember the excitement of new pencils, new classes, and the
promise of a fresh start?

Here at St. John’s we are always excited at the start of a new program
year. It might be the 20" Sunday after Pentecost, but those first few
Sundays in September always feel like firsts. We wonder at the growth
of our young people over the course of an all-too-short summer. We
welcome new college students as music interns and volunteers in our
programming. We take delight in planning adult discussions,
confirmation field trips, and Accompany gatherings. This fall there are
even more new beginnings with our anniversary projects: we’re
looking forward to more engagement with the Northfield Community
College Collaborative through Torch, which seeks to support new
college students in their first endeavors at higher education.

Our adult education theme to launch the year will be Beginnings. As
Christians, you could say ANY time is a good time for beginnings.
Because we are a people of forgiveness and grace, we believe that any
day, any moment can be a time to start anew in our relationships with
God, one another and the world. Martin Luther urged Christians to
begin each day washing their face and remembering that we are
baptized. Every day brings new hope when we have faith in God’s
grace to us.

| wonder what new beginning is happening for you now? Or maybe the
question is, what is going on in your life that could be a beginning? Is
there a possibility of resurrection even in the death of something old?
Is there new life to be found in something you have passed by every
day? Could a relationship start anew with a courageous conversation?

Ironically, one of the last verses of the Bible is “See, | am making all
things new” (Revelation 21:5). When we come to the end of our story,
God is still there, bring life out of death, and beginnings out of
endings.

God is making St. John’s, and each of us, anew by the power of the
Spirit. Come celebrate new beginnings with us!

Pastor Pam
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From Our Pastors

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Pastor Jonathan Davis




Prayer and Care
Ministry

t

Stephen Ministry:
Keeping a Fresh Start Fresh

It may seem strange to talk about a fresh start in September. Didn’t
that happen in January? But Christians hold that every day offers us a
fresh start, every morning truly is a new beginning. New beginnings are
especially concrete for kids (and their parents) on the first day of
school whether they are kindergartners or college first years. For some
September signals the summer’s post-cabin time or the beginning of
putting the garden to bed.

What fresh things will September bring you? A transition to changed
living arrangements, more responsibility at work, a deeper look at a
health issue? Embracing or letting go of a relationship can feel over-
whelming whatever the month. So can making an important choice or
re-examining the role of faith in your life. If this month, September,
looms and makes you feel anxious, step back and try envisioning it
freshly. A fresh appreciation calls for mindfulness, a clear-eyed focus
on what is ahead, be it welcoming or threatening. Taking time for a
calming, physical task such as knitting or doing dishes may open your
mind and heart to a surprisingly new perspective. Ideally you have a
family member or friend whose daily check in will support you. Or bet-
ter yet, a family member or friend relies on your check in to face her or
his fresh start. Whatever comes with your September, trust that God’s
love and grace are present, keeping your fresh start fresh.

If you or someone you care about is gearing up for a fresh but uncer-
tain start, consider looking to a Stephen Minister for support. Contact
one of our pastors (507-645-4429) or Joan Halvorson (507-645-8445) for
more information.

Coordinator of the Prayer Chain

- The $t.Qokn 13 Mager CHRIR i413 Br&ug ofpeople who agree to be part

of an email group that periodically receives notices on behalf of those

)er who would like people to pray for themselves or loved ones. The
pray@nayer Chain is completely separate from notifications for the Sunday

seryige bulletfn gngisccanfidegtipl. St.dgohn’s is seeking a new volun-
teer coordinator of the Prayer Chain. The coordinator’s name, phone
number, and email appear in the bulletin, and s/he is responsible for
setting up an email group, receiving periodic calls or emails from the
pastors or congregation members, and then passing them along to the
rest of the members of the Prayer Chain. If interested in this volunteer
opportunity, please contact Pastor Pam or Pastor Jonathan.
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Creative Arts Group - September 19

150" Anniversary Celebration Partnership with Laura Baker Services:
Community Building with Art, Music, and Technology

The project with Laura
Baker Services is the most
relationship oriented of
the four Grace Overflow-
ing projects. The goal is
for St. John’s members to
have the opportunity to
get acquainted with and
build relationships with
members of the Laura
Baker community. One of the greatest needs of the Laura Baker mem-
bers is to find ways to participate with people who are willing to be-
friend them. Rather than being isolated because of disability, they and
their families want to be part of the Northfield community. We at St.
John’s want them to be an integral part of our community, grounded in
the love of Christ.

Creative Arts Karaoke and Sing-A-Long Night

The next Creative Arts Group will be a Karaoke and Sing-A-Long Night
on Wednesday, September 19, from 6:00-6:45 p.m. in St. John’s
Library, after the community meal. Come ready to sing, play instru-
ments, and make music as a group. No music or karaoke experience is
needed to participate. Just come willing to meet new people and make
music together! If you would like to volunteer to help, you can contact
LBSA’s music therapist at Jenny@laurabaker.org, or by phoning Laura
Baker and leaving a message: 507-645-8866, ext. 144.

Stay tuned for groups later this fall centered on making art!

An Evening on the Farm:
Wednesday, September 19

Join Dave Legvold on Wednesday evening, September 19, after dinner
for a short drive to the Legvold Farm. We’ll engage in discussions that
center on how the St. Olaf agricultural lands are cared for while main-
taining high productivity. We will serve up an alphabet soup of CSP,
CRP, GPS, GMO, RO, to help decode some of the mysteries of
agriculture. Participants will have the opportunity to take a wagon ride
(no hay-too itchy for summer) to a nearby creek to see how farmland
nitrogen is kept out of the Gulf of Mexico dead zone. Sturdy shoes,
long pants, and a hat may be advisable.

Carpooling will leave church at 6:15 p.m. for the trip to the Legvold
Farm.
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Children and Youth

Reaching Out to Christ’s Kids
Begins Wednesday, September 19

ROCK, our Wednesday afterschool program, is
open to children in grades K-5. Wednesday pro- YO U.
grams, for all grade levels, consists of an after-

school snack, recreation, CATechism, “DOG”,
Kid’s Club, music opportunities (Alleluia and ROCK-
Jubilate Choir), art, and service projects.

St. John’s provides an afterschool bus to pick up kids from Greenvale,
Bridgewater, and Sibley schools, and from the Middle school for
Prairie Creek students who register to attend Wednesday programs.
Make sure to indicate on the registration form if your child would like
toride!

Orientation for
Wednesday Programming and CAT
Wednesday, September 12

Orientation for kids participating in Wednesday after school programs,
including Catechism, is on Wednesday, September 12, in St. John’s
Hall. We invite parents, along with their K-5™ graders, to attend. A meal
will be provided for parents/children from §:15-6:00 p.m.

Catechism classes begin September 26 for our 4™ and 5™ graders.

4 and 5" Grade CAT Begins
in September

4™and 5" grade students at St. John’s will begin Catechism starting on
Wednesday, September 26. CAT class meets in the lower level, 4™
grade in Sunday school classroom 19 and 5™ grade in Undercroft
(lower level) from 4:00—4:45 p.m. (snack is included). CAT meets 12
Wednesdays throughout the school year.

4" graders receiving their Catechism on Sunday, September 23, at the
10:45 a.m. service:

Anna Bash, Joshua Faust, Hunter Heath-Williams, Genevieve Knutson,
Dyson McBroom, Will McLaughlin, Isabelle Paulson, Selius Price,
John Tracy, Noah Tracy, Braden Van Sickle

Please contact Julie Brehmer if your child would like to ride the St.
John’s afterschool bus on Wednesdays to CAT. The bus picks up at
Sibley, Bridgewater, Greenvale, and at the Middle School for PCCS
kids.
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Here’s What's New in
Youth Programming this Fall!

A few changes have been made to the structure of our youth
programming this year. Please take a look!

Sundays

e *NEW* Middle School Youth Group! - Sunday Morning's Life
Group of last year has now been changed to Middle School Youth
Group, inviting all Middle School Youth (Grades 6-8) to meet in
the Youth Room between services at 9:45 a.m. for treats, highs and
lows, and an interactive faith discussion. Great topics and a video
series have been planned!

e The High School Youth will be invited to attend and engage in the
adult forums during the education hour, which are held upstairs in
the sanctuary or in St. John's Hall. They are also encouraged to
participate in worship in a variety of ways, such as ushering/
greeting, being an assistant minister (reading the scriptures,
prayers, serving communion), performing music, designing a
bulletin cover, or contributing in other creative ways!

Wednesdays

e The 9™ Grade will now be joining the 10"-12" grade in attend-
ing High School Youth Group in the Youth Room each week,
from 6:15-7:30 p.m. High School Youth Group attendance will be
part of the 9™ grade Confirmation curriculum, a different set up
from last year. 9" graders will still participate in the Mentor/
Mentee program, but instead of meeting on designated
Wednesday nights, they will be invited to meet on selected
Sunday mornings for conversation with each other, during the
coffee hour. High School Youth Group has a year planned
consisting of interesting faith topics led by an adult volunteer,
service projects led by Peggy Hanson, and opportunities to ask the
pastors "burning questions". There will also be nights to have
more casual, down time to connect and build friendships with one
another.

Parents and youth are asked to come to Orientation on September 12,
6:00 p.m. in St. John's Hall to receive more details and a schedule of
this year's youth programming! A meal for those attending will be
provided from §:15-6:00 p.m.

Open House for Preschool 1 Sunday
School!

All preschool children who are 3 by 9-1-18 are invited to attend our
Preschool Sunday school class this fall. St. John’s Preschool Open
House is September 12 at 6:00 p.m. in room 15 (lower level). This is a
great chance to meet the teachers and help your little one feel more
comfortable before the first day of Sunday school. Registration forms
are online at www.StJohnsNorthfield.org or are available in the church
Commons.
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Manna and Mercy Video Discussion Group

On Sundays, September 23, 30, October 7, and October 14, from 9:45-10:30 a.m.,
you are invited to join this discussion group in the Fireside room, where a video will be shared followed by
small group discussion. South African pastor and justice activist Alan Storey has created a video series that ask and invite
questions of faith on how to read scripture, think about a particular Bible story, or how to think about God.
The beauty of this time is that each video stands on its own and there is no experience necessary for each week -
just show up on the Sundays that you can make it. You do not need to have attended the previous week.

September 23 - Intro to the Bible
The Bible is not a weapon but rather a gift or an instrument of healing. The problem is how we read the Bible (so we can
avoid the atrocities committed by people who claim the Bible is their book).

September 30 - The Lens of Jesus
The litmus test for understanding Scripture should be: would Jesus say “Amen!” to this interpretation?
Would Jesus want us to imitate that concept or action?

October 7 - Context Gives Meaning
We need to honor the original context in which the Biblical account is written
in order to properly understand the meaning.
To learn the context of a passage we must ask: Who is the author? Who is the audience?
What is the date and social setting? And what language is being used?

October 14 - By the Rivers of Babylon
Look at Psalm 137 to find the language context for the Genesis 1 creation story.
That story tells those who have lost everything that God can create beauty out of nothing.
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