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Advent and Christmas Worship & Events

Advent Fair
Wednesday, November 29, from §:15-7:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 3 - First Sunday of Advent
Worship at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

Advent Vespers
Wednesdays, December 6 and 13, at 6:15 p.m.
Contemplative Worship in the Sanctuary

Sunday, December 10 - Second Sunday of Advent
Worship at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

Sunday, December 17 - Third Sunday of Advent
Worship at 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School Christmas Program during Worship at 10:45 a.m.
(see page 13 for additional information)

Sunday, December 24 - Fourth Sunday of Advent

3 From Our Pastors Worship at 10:00 a.m.
s Sabbatical Update
S Tri Christmas Eve - Sunday, December 24
7. oummer 1rips Christmas Vespers at 3:00 p.m. (especially for families and children)
8 Christmas Goodie Boxes Christmas Candlelight and Holy Communion at §:00 p.m.
St. John’s F
10 St.John’s Forums Christmas Day - Monday, December 25
11 St.John’s Community Christmas Eucharist at 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Night Meals (This will be a joint ELCA service hosted by St. John’s
12 Christmas Day Dinner with Bethel Lutheran Church and St. Peter’s Lutheran Church)
y Christmas Dinner for All from 11:15 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
13 St.John’s Children’s Christmas
Program Sunday, December 31
14 Year-End Giving One Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.

WORSHIP SERVICES
See Page 2
LIVESTREAM

RADIO BROADCASTS
8:30 a.m. Sundays
KYMN Radio 1080AM/95.1FM

TV BROADCASTS
NTV Channel 187

7:30 p.m. Mon. / 7:00 p.m. Fri.
12:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Tuesdays
2:00 p.m. Wednesdays

8:30 & 10:45 a.m.
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

kymnradio.net



Join Us for Worship!

Worship Services

8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m., Sundays

Livestream

8:30 a.m. Sundays
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Radio Broadcasts
8:30-9:30 a.m. Sundays

KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

TV Broadcasts

7:30 p.m. Mondays

12:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Tuesdays
2:00 p.m. Wednesdays

7:00 p.m. Fridays

NTV Channel 187

www.StJohnsNorthfield.org




From Our Pastors

Dear people of St. John’s,

We are entering into the season of Advent, which leads us into the
season of Christmas. Advent is a season of patient preparation and
waiting — preparing and waiting for Christ to be born once again into
the world and into our hearts. | believe it was Meister Eckhart who said
that Christ is always needing to be born into the world.

Despite what the song says, this time of waiting isn’t always the
hap-happiest season of all, is it? While this time of year brings a
stirring in our hearts of God-with-us and a chance to gather with
friends and family, too often all the holiday cheer can get clouded over
with § different family Christmases across the state, painful family
dynamics, and crushing credit card bills. Or, truth be told, Christmas
can often be layered with grief and sadness over the empty chair at the
table — left open by the loved one who died recently - or the relation-
ship that came undone this past year.

We can dismiss all this as “holiday stress” or we can name it for what
it is — a challenging and painful part of life, which is really hard to get
through alone. But here is the good news — we don’t have to get
through it alone.

We, at St. John’s, are in one of my favorite season of church life —
Stephen Ministry Training Season.

Stephen Ministers are laypeople trained to provide individual care to
people experiencing a difficult time in life, such as grief, divorce, job
loss, chronic or terminal illness, etc. In this ministry, we believe that
Christ is caring for people through people.

Here at St. John’s, we have been a Stephen Ministry congregation
since the early 1980s. Over the years, we have trained 150 members as
Stephen Ministers. Currently, we have 15 active Stephen Ministers and
10 additional people are being trained in Stephen Ministry this year.

Throughout this year, we hope to build awareness around this long-
standing ministry here at St. John’s. Our current leadership team
includes Jennifer Edwins, Jo Franklin, Barbara Wilson, Ruth Anglin,
Sally Lindell, and myself. If you see these folks around, thank them for
their hard work in leading Stephen Ministry.

In this holiday season, and beyond, if you or someone you know is
hurting and having a difficult time in life right now, consider whether a
caring relationship with a Stephen Minister might be helpful, and
please let me know.

Peace and love,
Jonathan
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Prayer and Care
Ministry

Funeral Hospitality

Funeral Hospitality is an important way we can serve and be a blessing
to those who are grieving the loss of a loved one. This ministry
consists of helping with funeral receptions by doing any of these:
donating dessert (homemade or store bought), setting tables, cutting
dessert, making coffee, serving/replenishing food and beverages, or
assisting with clean-up in the kitchen or dining hall.

Funeral receptions take place very regularly at St. John’s both during
the week and on Saturdays, at various times ranging from late morning
to late afternoon. We are always looking for more people to join the
Funeral Hospitality Email List, in which those on it will simply receive
funeral reception notifications with volunteer opportunities. We want
to widen our circle of potential helpers!

If you are willing to join this email list, please contact Angie Gehring at
sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org. Thank you!

Poinsettia Orders

The Chancel Guild will be taking orders for poinsettias again this year.
The flowers will be used to decorate the church for the
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
services.

If you would like to order a poinsettia
in  honor or memory of someone
or in celebration of Christmas, the
order form will be available in the
church office and on the website.

The last day to have your order form in
is Sunday, December 10.

Christ caring for people through people

St. John’s Stephen Ministers have been trained
to walk with those who are facing a challenge in life,
whether it be of mind, body, or spirit.

If you know of someone who
could benefit from a Stephen Minister,
call one of the pastors §07-645-4429
or Jo Franklin (720-281-5107).
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Sabbatical Update

Dear members of St. John’s,

The fall has been a blur, but before the end of the year | wanted to say
thank you for my sabbatical time this past summer. I've had the
wonderful opportunity to talk with so many of you about my time away
and wanted to share what | was up to on a wider scale. The Personnel
Committee granted me a sabbatical after seven years of service at St.
John’s in 2021. Because of the pandemic and all the uncertainty of
traveling, it wasn’t until this summer that the schedule worked for me
to be away. Midway through June | was able to set down the demands
of weekly worship planning and practicing for Sunday and picked
things back up again at the start of August. This was the first time in
my professional career I've had extended time away from Sunday
worship. It was difficult at the start when so much of what | do and
love is fed by our singing together, but it eventually became a chance
to breathe and rest.

During my time away | was able to find a good balance of rest and
excitement. | went on a few trips with friends, visited family, and
enjoyed summer life in Northfield. The other time was spent attending
two music conferences. The first was the Worship and Music
conference held in Montreat, NC, and the other was a week in
Philadelphia at the national gathering of the Association of Lutheran
Church Musicians. Being in Philadelphia over the July 4" weekend was
really fun. It was great to gather and network with musicians who serve
Lutheran congregations all over the country.

The last little bit of my sabbatical dreams that | didn’t get to complete
this year will be to attend a week-long summer course in Cambridge,
England in June 2024. The course offers me a chance to sing and study
with some of the great English choral conductors.

Finally, I thank you for trusting me to be gone. | know the music was
different while | was away but | felt refreshed and ready to start again
in August. | feel so well supported by this congregation. | love singing
together in worship and | look forward to serving St. John’s for many
more years to come.

With gratitude,
Nathan Proctor
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Children and Youth

Kids! Would you like to be part of the
Sunday School Christmas Program
Prelude/Offering Music?

Sunday school children are welcome to
participate in the prelude/offering music for the
Sunday School Christmas program on
December 17. We welcome solos or ensembles,
short instrumental or vocal pieces. Please
sign-up in the lower Commons or email Julie
Brehmer, children@stjohnsnorthfield.org if your
child is interested in participating.

Christmas Books Available

St. John's Library has many wonderful Christmas
and Advent books and are available for parents and
children to check out - some will be on display in
the library and others will be downstairs by the
Nursery.

Blessings and congratulations
to our 3" Graders who received
their Spark Bibles in October!

39 Grade Bibles are purchased using money from the Johnson
Memorial Bible fund.

Henry Davis, Solomon Hassanally, Zachary Paulson, Amelia Timmer

Sunday Morning Youth Group
(Grades 6-12)
9:45-10:30 a.m., Youth Room

On Sunday mornings during the school year, all youth are invited to
meet in the Youth Room at 9:45 a.m. for treats, highs and lows, and
interactive faith discussion. Each week we get a little practice using our
Bibles and practice telling our shared story as a community of God's
children.
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Why do we do this?

"To care for each other as we learn to
live Christian lives together"
Wednesday Night Programming
Wednesdays 6:15-7:30 p.m.

December

All Youth: Middle School Confirmation and High School Youth Group
(Grades 6-12)

December 6  Advent Vespers - Community Ministry

December 13 Advent Vespers - Community Ministry

December 20  Advent Vespers - Caroling

December 27 No Programming - Christmas Break

January

Middle School Confirmation J-Term

(Grades 6-8)

January 3, 10, 17, and 24 (31* held as a snow day)

E;H-.:’E In collaboration with St. Peter's Lutheran Church and
:'I"I_.!'_,.._._ Bethel Lutheran Church, the Northfield ELCA church-

F"‘:;r_t-' i es will once again hold a collaborative J-Term. The

EI-IF_ ~ | month of January will be a chance for Lutheran youth

*=* ] in Northfield to come together and explore a variety

oftoplcs th.rough the lens of faith. Use the QR code to
sign up online.

High School Youth Group

(Grades 9-12)

January 3 Faith of a Child: Veggie Tales

January 10 Faith of a Child: Mr. Rogers & Daniel Tiger
January 17 Finals Self-Care Center

January 24 Faith of a Child: Sponge Bob

Mentor & Mentee Meetings

Working one-on-one with youth is a meaningful experience that we
take seriously. The first Sunday of each month is designated as a
Mentor/Mentee Sunday. If necessary, mentoring pairs can make
arrangements that fit their schedule.

Service Project Events are also meant to put our faith into action and
to enhance the Mentor/Mentee relationship. Opportunities for
community events will be in the E-Voice, The Voice, and on the
St. John's website.

Mentor/Mentee Sundays Coming Up: December 3 and January 7
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