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Registration is now open for Children
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and Youth Programs, 2026-2027!
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Check out St. John’s website at:
stjohnsnorthfield.org/congregational-life/. El-liﬂlgl__
Click on “Children” or “Youth” to find out more &= :-:ﬁ"
about the programs available. ﬁr 2
Register your children/youth by using the

\\ QR code or by visiting our website!

Fruit Sunday is August 16

Mark your calendars for a well-loved summer tradition at St. John's - Fruit
Sunday! Come enjoy an array of delicious fruit desserts during our coffee &
fellowship time, and perhaps share a recipe!

We'll need several desserts, and we invite

you to sign up to bring any fruit dessert of . 4

your choice - it can be cobbler, crumble, pie, B

cake, cookies, tarts, bars, pastry, sorbet, etc. >

It can be homemade or store-bought. Fruit Sunday
August 16

Come and enjoy a dessert in

We also need a few helpers for serving, and
clean-up - many hands make light work,
AND it's fun!

St. John's Hall after worship!

To sign up, email Angie Gehring at sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org,
write your name on the paper sign-up in the Commons, or sign up using the
CCB link found in the weekly E-Voice.
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Join Us for Worship!

Summer Worship Services

9:30 a.m. Sundays

Livestream

9:30 a.m. Sundays
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Radio Broadcasts

9:30 a.m. Sunday
KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

Video

St. John’s YouTube Channel
www.youtube.com/@St.JohnsNorthfield

www.StJohnsNorthfield.org




From Our Pastors

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under
heaven.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1)

Dear Friends in Christ,

Thank you for the warm welcome! It is good to be with you while
Pastor Pam is on sabbatical. | have been an ELCA pastor since 2010,
serving Hayward and Trondhjem Lutheran Churches and St. Olaf
College. | now work full-time as a Licensed Associate Marriage and
Family Therapist, and do part-time ministry work.

I will be with St. John’s through October 18, helping with worship,
pastoral care, and programming as needed. | was hired to be a
“bridge” pastor, to provide support for the ministry needs of the
congregation, and help lighten Pastor Jonathan’s load. | am grateful to
be in community with you.

Being hired as bridge pastor made me ponder if there are references
to bridges in the Bible. Guess what — there aren’t! But there are
several references to seasons, and this is a season in the life of this
congregation.

Ecclesiastes 3 declares that “for everything there is a season,” and
even enumerates some of them, “a time to weep and a time to
laugh” (3:4), and my personal favorite, “a time to embrace and a time
to refrain from embracing” (3:5). There are many seasons in our lives,
and they change. What makes something a season is a beginning and
an ending.

When we consider the seasons of the weather — summer, fall, winter,
and spring — each season has different tasks, different clothing,
different produce, even different feelings. No one is worried about
snow removal right now. Peaches are in season and they are delicious.
Our bodies feel the heat differently than the cold, we experience the
long stretches of sunlight differently than the long dark nights of
winter. The seasons change, and we change with them. We respond
and adapt. We celebrate the unique things that happen in each
season, from watching the trees bud to making snow angels. And
sometimes we lament seasonal changes, like when it gets dark at
4:00 p.m. or we have to put on bug spray just to leave the house.

During this season of Pastor Pam’s sabbatical, much will stay the
same, but some things will change. Some folks will take on more work.
Some things will be set aside for a season. The staff and congregation
will be adapting and responding. There will be celebrations and
laments. Ministry will look a little different, and still be gospel-filled.
And then, when Pastor Pam returns, there will be a new season. What
gifts will you all have for each other in that new time? Who knows what
the Holy Spirit has in mind for you.

Think about this time in your own lives. What seasons are you in?
What is God calling you to do in this time? When will some of these
seasons end, and new ones begin? How are you responding and
adapting? How can others help lighten your load?

To everything there is a season. Thanks be to God.

With care,
Pastor Katie
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From Our Pastors

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Pastor Jonathan Davis

Pastor Katie Fick




Prayer and Care
Ministry
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RUthS Tep |1 House
Monthly trips to Ruth’s House happen! Plus, Sara‘s house uses the
same stockroom.

Below is the newly revised “Current Needs List” for Ruth’s House.
Check often, as we will focus on their changing needs.

1 Toilet paper

{ Laundry detergent

1 Floor cleaner

 Vinyl gloves

1 Pillows

1 Stainless steel appliance cleaner

For their ongoing needs and/or for you to donate on your own, see
their website. Also consider giving checks or Kwik Trip gas cards to the
offering plate or take directly to the Church Office. Thanks for all you
do!

Please check out the WELCA corner to see the baskets of collection
needs to continue our work for others!

Advance Care Planning Open House
Wednesday, September 2, 4:30-6:00 p.m.
Northfield Library, Bunday Room

At this open house session, trained Advance Care Planning facilitators
will be available to answer your questions and individually assist you
in starting, completing, revising, and/or
notarizing your health care directive. Advance

A health care directive is a document Ca re Plan
for putting your health care wishes into =0

my voice,

writing in the event you are incapacitat-
ed in the future. This is a way to make
known your values and goals for care,
and to gain peace of mind (and a
thumbs-up from family members and
medical providers!)

Adults of all ages are welcome. Feel free to bring your own blank or
partially-completed health care directive; blank documents will also
be available. This event is free.

Facilitated by the Northfield-based End of Life Choices Collective.
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Get involved with
Children’s Programs at St. John’s

Parents, grandparents, high school, and middle school
youth! Please consider how you can help partner in faith
by volunteering with children’s programs this year. We try
to create opportunities that are easy to commit to and can
fit into busy schedules.

Wednesday Afternoons:

1 Snack Servers — help serve snack on Wednesdays for our after-
school program, 3:45-4:00 p.m.

1 Bus Angels - take attendance and see that children are safely on
board the bus at either Greenvale, Bridgewater, or Spring Creek
schools (about 5-minute time frame). Can be on a rotating basis.

1 Youth! Lead games and assist with other activities during our
programs.

Sunday Mornings:
1 Sunday school team leaders for PreK-K, 1-2 grades, 3-5 grades (on
a rotating basis)
1 Youth! We’d love to have your help too!

Please contact Julie Brehmer at childen@StJohnsNorthfield.org or call
507-645-4429 if you have question. Thanks!

Get Involved with
Youth Programming at St. John's

Would you like to help out on a regular or occasional basis with
youth at Wednesday Night Confirmation and High School Youth
Group? Volunteering with youth events and regular programming is a
great way to get to know the young people in our congregation. Below
are some ways you could help in ways big and small -- all of which
make a difference to everyone involved.

Wednesday Nights:
1 Provide adult presence downstairs between dinner and program-
ming
1 Help set up for confirmation, §:45-6:00 p.m.
1 Share game ideas
1 Visit to tell part of your story to youth

Events

9 Drivers

1 Acquiring and preparing snacks
9 Chaperones

Interested in helping? Please contact Nick Gilbert at 651-792-5573 or
youth@StJohnsNorthfield.org.
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Children and Youth

Register Now for 2026-2027

Registration is officially open for St. John's youth programming next
year, 2026-2027. Time to get registered!

Check out St. John’s website at: stjohnsnorthfield.org/
congregational-life/. Click on “Children” or “Youth” to
find out more about the programs available.

Register by using this QR code or click on “Register” on [EIEEsRsEEe
our website.

Good Earth Village is Bringing
Summer Camp to Northfield!

St. John’s is teaming up with Bethel, St. Peter’s, and United Methodist
Churches to bring this awesome summer camp here!

When: August 3-6, 8:45 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Who: Kids completing grades K-5

Where: Bethel Lutheran Church good Bﬁ"h
Cost: $70 / camper (scholarships available) vilage

Registration closed on July 18. Julie Brehmer is happy to check and
see if there is still room for your child to attend. Email her at
children@StJohnsNorthfield.org.

Summer Camp for PreK too!
Snowball Mountain Challenge! (VBS)

Who: For kids age 3 by 9/1/26 —age 5
When: August 3-6, 9:00 a.m.- 11:00 a.m.
Where: St. John’s Lutheran Church

Cost:  $15/Child, Max of $30/Family
(Please let Julie know if you need help
with the cost.)

JOUNTAL
i

Hosted by St. John’s, Bethel, and St. Peter’s Lutheran Churches and
United Methodist Church.

To signup email Julie Brehmer, children@StJohnsNorthfield.org.
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Wednesdays...
ROCK, Reaching Out to Christ’s Kids, begins on Wednesday, Sept. 23.

ROCK, our Wednesday afterschool program, is open to children in
grades K-5. Wednesday programs, for all grade levels, consists of an
afterschool snack, recreation, Catechism, Kid’s

Club (grades K-2), music opportunities, art, and

' service projects.
OCK’ St. John’s, through Benjamin Bus, provides an
. afterschool bus to pick up kids from Greenvale,

Bridgewater, and Spring Creek elementary
schools and from the Middle school for Prairie Creek students who

register for Wednesday programs. Make sure to indicate on the
registration form if your child would like to ride!

Catechism for Grades 3-5 is part of our Wednesday afterschool
program. Catechism, taught by our pastors, teaches the foundations of
Christian faith that Martin Luther prepared for parents to teach their
children. At St. John’s, we assist parents in providing classes on key
parts of the Catechism as part of our overall Education program.
Catechism starts on Wednesday, September 30, from 4:00-4:45 p.m.

Confirmation for Grades 6-9 begins on Wednesday, September 16.
Join us in Fellowship Hall (lower level) from 6:15—7:30 p.m. Watch for
details in the Youth’s weekly email.

High School Youth Group for Grades 9-12 begins on Wednesday,
September 16 from 6:15-7:30 p.m. We’ll meet in Fellowship Hall and
move to the Youth Room. Watch for details in the Youth’s weekly
email.

If you are not receiving the Children’s and Youth Weekly emails and
would like to, please contact Julie at children@StJohnsNorthfield.org or
Nick at youth@StJohnsNorthfield.org and we will add your email to our
list.

Wednesday Night Programming
Starts September 16

It is everyone's first Wednesday night with Nick!

Our first night of confirmation and youth group will include space for
parents/guardians to get a peek at how Wednesday nights will look
this year. Youth new and returning along with a parent/guardian will
get to know Nick, experience our regular rhythm, and start the year as
a community.

Grab supper (the first one!) and then come down to Fellowship Hall at
6:15 p.m., and we'll go from there.
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