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From Our Pastors

Dear Friends in Christ,

Thank you for your support of our ministry with youth and families
here at St. John’s. As | write this, | am fresh off of our annual summer
youth trip. Alongside Kristin Partlo, | helped lead a trip to Camp
Amnicon, where 37 of us (6 adults and 31 youth) spent the week
camping and canoeing on the Flambeau and Brule rivers in Wisconsin.
For 55 years, Camp Amnicon has been guiding people on wilderness
adventure trips like ours to experience growth and grace in the wild
places of God’s creation.

If my memory serves me, this is my 6™ trip through Camp Amnicon
and as always, | found this trip to be full of meaning and spiritual
growth.

The devotional theme for the week was centered around the “fruits
of the Spirit.” In Galatians §:22, the Apostle Paul writes, “the fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” Each one of us was invited
to consider which fruit of the Spirit is strong in our life, and then to
consider which fruit could use some attention and focus during our
week on the river. | wonder which ones you would have picked for
yourself at this moment in time.

What | appreciated about this theme is that the fruits of the Spirit
were not something we were supposed to produce (pun intended)
throughout our time together. There was no external pressure to be
more peaceful or kind or faithful to simply prove to others that we
were connected to the Spirit of God. We were just invited each day to
be on the lookout for these fruits among us — as a sign of the Spirit’s
work among us. As a sign of God’s presence with us in the midst of all
the joys and challenges that the wilderness can bring.

| saw deep patience in the Amnicon guide coming alongside a youth
who was terrified of the water.

| saw kindness in a youth checking in on another’s health and wellbeing
during a rough day.

| saw joy in a group of people (who were strangers § days earlier)
jumping hand-in-hand into Lake Superior, leading one to shout aloud
“I've faced my fears this week!”

This isn’t to overly glorify the trip and those of us on it. Don’t get me
wrong — there were parts of the trip that were hard. Really hard. There
were moments when our worst selves came out at each other.
Moments of personal challenges and inter-personal challenges.

But what | loved about this trip (and trips like it) is how a group
of youth and adults, who don’t always know each other well and
sometimes are very different from each other, come together, face
unpredictable challenges, and see how these fruits of the Spirit start to
show up in ways and places we didn’t expect. Glimpsing the fruits of
the Spirit among near strangers in the wilderness leaves me wishing
this way of seeing could be the norm among us in our everyday lives.

Continued on page 4
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Pastor Pam Fickenscher

&%

Pastor Jonathan Davis




Prayer and Care
Ministry

From Our Pastors
Continued from page 3

Too often in our culture, it is too easy to retreat to our corners and not
come face to face with each other and our differences — different gifts
and different challenges, to see the abundance we have in each other.
These annual trips always remind me how to see the gifts we have in
each other and the transformational power of spending longer
amounts of time together.

At the end of the week, each participant receives a gift from Camp
Amnicon - a Chi-Rho necklace. The Chi-Rho is an ancient Christian
symbol for community and Christ. It is ..
comprised of two Greek letters. The Chi (rhymes E— 4
with eye) is the cross shape, and the Rho = =
(rhymes with go) is the P. Together they are the
first two letters in Cristos, which means Christ.
Early Christians would use the Chi-Rho as a way
of identifying each other. In a world full of
persecution and danger, a Chi-Rho meant they
were safe with each other and that God was with
them. It still means that today. The pendants
are made of pewter, which is an amalgam of
many different kinds of metals, just as our communities are formed of
many kinds of people. You may see me wearing mine in worship from
time to time.

| pray that the fruits of this trip will branch out into the lives of each
participant and into the lives of our faith community — you. Many
thanks to all the hands it took to make this trip possible and thank you
for all the ways you support adventures like this one that shape us
each year.

| close with the blessing spoken over us by Amnicon staff before we
headed to the river and before we departed for home:

Peace, before you
Peace, behind you
Peace, under your feet

Peace, within you
Peace, over you
Let all around you be peace.

With love,
Pastor Jonathan
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Save the Date - August 25
God's Work, Our Hands Sunday!

On August 25, St. John's will partner with our fellow ELCA Church, St.
Peter's and Bethel, to participate in God's Work, Our Hands Sunday.

Following 9:30 a.m. worship, participants
will participate in service project

“RISIT
A%
LENE

from 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. around our
Northfield community, such as helping at
a Habitat for Humanity home build,
working at a local CSA that donates food
to our foodshelf, or having fun with
clients at Laura Baker. Details are still
pending - look for sign ups in early
August!
This year marks the 10™ Anniversary of the ELCA hosting a Sunday
where congregations intentionally gather to serve their communities
outside the walls of the church. This day is an opportunity to celebrate
who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America - one
church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. Service
activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic
convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ - every act of
service, in every daily calling, in every corner of life - flows freely from a
living, daring confidence in God’s grace.

Weekly Pub Theology

This summer we will walk through the
topics of Sam Well's new book
Humbler Faith, Bigger God: Finding a Story
to Live By.

In this book, Sam Wells tries to speak to
the skepticism and doubts of people by
addressing tendifficult questions about

Christianity. Questions like:
o [s Christianity just a fairytale for the young?
o Can faith and science co-exist?
o Why is there so much suffering in the world?
o [s Christianity just one faith path among many?

Each week we will discuss these questions. Reading the book for each
week is not a requirement, but it might help. If you would like to
purchase this book, please reach out to Content Bookstore.

We will meet on Mondays from 6:00-7:30 p.m. at various locations.

If you would like to be added to our Pub Theology e-mail list, please

reach out to Pastor Jonathan at jdavis@StJohnsNorthfield.org.
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Children and Youth

Registration is now open for St. John's
Children and Youth Programs for the
2024-2025 School Year

Check out St. John’s website at: stjohnsnorth-
field.org/congregational-life/. Click on “Children” or E?I‘-:'E
“Youth” to find out more about the programs

available. Register by using this QR code or click on lﬁ =

“Register” on our website.
@ SCAN ME

.|LI

Children and Youth Ministries
2024-25 School Year
Connections Night
Wednesday, September 11

Parents, children, and youth, come reconnect after the summer and
launch the 2024-2025 programming year. As a community we’ll share
information, questions and responses, and get a glimpse of the year to
come. Snacks will be provided.

Wednesday Afterschool Programming and Catechism at 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Confirmation and High School Youth Group at 6:30 p.m.

Get involved with Children’s
Programming at St. John’s

An ambitious array of activities means more volunteer opportunities
for St. John’s members - parents, grandparents, high school, and
middle school youth! Are you able to help on Wednesdays or
Sundays? Whether you enjoy working with large or small groups of
children or behind the scenes, there is a place for you. Many
opportunities can fit into your schedule.

Wednesday afternoons:
e Snack Servers - help serve snacks on Wednesdays
e Bus Angels - check children on the bus at Bridgewater school
(about a § minute time frame)
e Adults share a hobby/passion/interest with kids on Wednesdays

Sunday Mornings:

e Sunday School Team Teachers for Pre K-K

e Nursery Volunteers
Please contact Julie Brehmer at children@StJohnsNorthfield.org or
507-645-4429, if you have questions. Our thanks to you in advance!
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Wednesdays...
ROCK, Reaching Out to Christ’s Kids, begins on Wednesday, Sept. 18.

ROCK, our Wednesday afterschool program, is open to children in
grades K-5. Wednesday programs, for all grade levels, consists of an
afterschool snack, recreation, Catechism, Kid’s
Club, music opportunities, art, and service

YOU projects.

' St. John’s, through Benjamin Bus, provides an
’ afterschool bus to pick up kids from Greenvale,

ROCK- Bridgewater, and Spring Creek elementary

schools and from the Middle school for Prairie
Creek students who register for Wednesday
programs. Make sure to indicate on the registration form if your child

would like to ride!

Catechism for Grades 3-5 is part of our Wednesday afterschool
program. Catechism begins on Wednesday, October 2. Watch for more
details in the Children’s weekly email.

Mark your calendars! 3 graders receive their Catechism book on
Sunday, September 29, at the 10:45 a.m.

Confirmation for Grades 6-9 begins on Wednesday, September 18.
Join us in Fellowship Hall (lower level) from 6:15—7:30 p.m. Watch for
details in the Youth’s weekly email.

If you are not receiving the Children’s and Youth Weekly emails and
would like to, please contact Julie at children@StJohnsNorthfield.org or
Kristin Partlo at youth@StJohnsNorthfield.org and we will add your
email to our list.

Get Involved with Youth
Programming at St. John's

Would you like to help out on a regular or occasional basis with youth
Wednesday night Confirmation and High School Youth Groups?
Helping out with youth events and regular programming is a great way
to get to know the young people in our congregation. Below are some
ways you could help in ways big and small — all of which matter to the
young folks.

Wednesday nights
e Adult presence downstairs between dinner and programming
e Help setting up for confirmation, 5:45-6:00 p.m.
e Sharing game ideas
e Visiting to tell part of your story to youth

Events

e Drivers

e Acquiring and preparing snacks
e Chaperones

Interested in helping out? Please contact Kristin Partlo at
youth@StJohnsNorthfield.org or §07-645-4429. Thanks!
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Celebrating 10 years
News and Updates of Nathan Proctor’s Music Ministry

This month marks ten years since Nathan Proctor
began work as St. John’s Organist and Director of
Music, Worship & Arts. We don’t have an exact
count, but he has led our song in at least 750
worship services during that time, each one with
careful planning, rehearsal, hymn selection, and
bulletin editing. Each week we are blessed with his
care in selecting music and hymns that deepen our
worship and understanding of the Gospel.

‘ On Sunday, August 18, at our 9:30 a.m. worship, we
A NOTE FROM THE will celebrate with a pop-up choir, words of recognition, and special

treats in coffee hour. If you can’t be with us that day but would like to
STEWARDSHIP BOARD

leave a card for Nathan, they can be directed to the church office for
Wit gratitude collection.

The last days of summer are quickly

approaching. St. John’s will be bus-

ier than ever before we know it.

How can you help? In so many

ways. We are blessed with multiple

opportunities to join together for

fellowship and service. We are gar- SChOOI Su pply Donations

deners and groundskeepers. We are

cooks and servers, dishwashers and are Req uested for LWR School Kits

sweepers. We are boards and com-
mittees and new member sponsors.
We are Sunday service helpers. We
are community volunteers.

We are St Johuds

Purchased supplies can be left in the cardboard
School Bus in the Commons. Supplies will be
collected in August and early September. Cash
donations are also appreciated. Make checks to
St. John’s WELCA, and write school kits on the
memo line. Checks can be left in the church
office or the offering plate on Sundays. Our goal
is to pack 200 kits, so many supplies are
needed! Bags will be packed in September. LWR
School Kit List:

e 70 sheet spiral notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper,
8” x 10 1/2”; no loose-leaf notebook paper

e 30-centimeter rulers, or rulers with cm on one side and 12 inches
on the other

o pencil sharpeners

e blunt Fiskar scissors (Fiskar brand preferred as the other ones

break easily)

Unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers

black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) ink)

box of 24 Crayola crayons

212" eraser
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,.cﬁ(ﬁ”mﬂ 5/56(}‘ News and Updates
Jory us!

Second Summer Choir Invitation

oa

CHURGCH

“LEAGUE
Our very first Summer Choir in June was great! We had almost 40 3 :
people join us that morning and welcomed several new voices to the =
balcony. We are going to do one more summer choir opportunity on
August 18, where you can come sing with your friends or try out
a choir for the first time. We will meet at 9:00 a.m. in the choir room to
rehearse and then sing for the 9:30 a.m. service. Anyone is welcome to
participate! You don't have to be in the St. John's Chorale to join us.

Questions? Contact Nathan Proctor at music@StJohnsNorthfield.org.

Kaitlynne Larson,
ELCA missionary in Colombia,
Visits St. John’s on August 25

Do iou know what a missionari does in 2024? It’s irobabli not the
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