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WORSHIP SERVICES
8:30 & 10:00 a.m. Sundays
FELLOWSHIP
9:30 a.m. Sundays

Night to Unite on August 7

St. John’s will again be hosting our annual Night to Unite celebration. This is a
part of a national program that encourages neighbors to come together on the
first Tuesday in August to strengthen community and increase the safety of
neighborhoods.

The celebration will include a picnic style meal along with a bouncy tent,
emergency vehicle tours, vintage cars, live music, and games.

Please let Christy Hall-Holt or Mary Kelvie know if you can provide/help with
one of the following:

e showing/giving rides in your interesting vehicles

e singing and playing instruments or setting up music

e making and/or distributing flyers

e setting out and/or putting away chairs and tables in the parking lot

Christy and/or Mary can be reached by phone at 507-645-4429 or email at
Christy: connect@StJohnsNorthfield.org
Mary: sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org.

LIVE BROADCASTS TV BROADCASTS
8:309:30 a.m. Sundays NTV Channel 187
KYMN Radio 1080AM/95.1FM 7:30 p.m. Mondays

kymnradio.net 7:00 p.m. Fridays


mailto:connect@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:sharedministry@stjohnsnorthfield.org

Join Us for Worship!

Summer Worship Services

8:30 & 10:00 a.m. Sundays

Summer Nursery Hours

10:00-11:15 a.m. Sundays

Summer Fellowship

9:30 a.m. Sundays

Live Broadcasts

8:30-9:30 a.m. Sundays
KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

TV Broadcasts
7:30 p.m. Mondays

7:00 p.m. Fridays

NTV Channel 187

www.StJohnsNorthfield.org




Update on Youth Ministry and
Faith Formation

Dear Friends in Christ,

Pastor Pam and | wanted to give you an update on youth ministry and
faith formation at St. John’s.

First — the big picture. As we have shared before, the Youth Transition
Team has been gathering to talk about what we want the future of
youth ministry to look like at St. John’s. On June 6™, this team hosted a
gathering of about 44 adults for 2 hours to talk about the future of our
children, youth, and family ministry. The evening was called A Shared
Story of a Future Hope. Karen Gieseke, from Luther Seminary, was our
facilitator, and she engaged us in enlivening conversations around
defining moments in our life of faith. This led us to thinking deeply
about what we hope for our children, youth, and families to experience
as defining moments here at St. John’s and in their walk of faith.
During the gathering, Karen Gieseke shared this helpful insight:

“Typically our churches have seen youth as objects
of mission, not agents of mission.”

Too often we have tried to do ministry to children and youth, rather
than with children and youth. Do we allow them to minister to us and
impact our life and faith here at St. John’s?

Overall, it was a very meaningful and insightful evening of learning and
sharing stories and dreaming about what we hope for with children,
youth, and families here at St. John’s. As for next steps, the Youth
Transition Team hopes to host a similar gathering with middle school
and high school youth to learn about their impressions and experience
here at St. John’s.

From there, a potential timeline looks like this:

1) Fall 2018 - Discern and develop a new job description for Director
of Youth Ministry

2) January 2019 - Publicize new job description and open the
application process

3) Winter/Spring 2019 - Interview and hire

Second - youth ministry on the ground during the 2018-2019 school
year. In light of our learning and conversations with parents and youth,
we have been working hard on revisioning youth faith formation for
this upcoming year. As a result, we are excited about some changes.

« 6™ Grade Confirmation - Manna and Mercy, a year focused on the
story of Scripture
« 7"-8" Grade Confirmation - Faith and Life Series on the following
topics:
+ Faith and Science
¢ Human Sexuality and the Relational Life
¢ Ethics — Living Out Our Faith
¢ Death and Dying

Continued on page 5
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From Our Pastors

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Pastor Jonathan Davis




Stephen Ministry: The Do’s and Don’ts
of Visiting Hospital Patients

Prayer and Care
Ministry

Parish Nurse Melissa Berthelsen recently met with St. John’s Stephen
Ministers to talk about hospital visitation. Since many of us make
visits to friends and family who are hospitalized, St. John’s Stephen
Ministers thought it would be helpful to share some do’s and don’ts
for our training materials about visitation.

e Do arrange a visit a head of time. Hospital stays can include thera-
py, further testing and visits from others. It’s important visit when
it is convenient for the patient.

e Do look for signs on the patient’s door about your visit. Perhaps
you will need to where a mask or a gown. If the door is closed,
knock before entering.

e Do be sensitive to others in the room. If there are medical person-
nel in the room, leave the room and return when they are finished.

e Do bring a chair to sit along side the patient rather than standing
and hovering over so you can talk on eye level.

e Do touch the patient if you are comfortable with touch. Depending
on the patient’s condition, a strong embrace can be painful where-
as a gentle touch on the shoulder or hand can be reassuring.

e Don’tssit on the bed. This invades the patient’s personal space
and could be uncomfortable for them.

e Don’t visit someone in the hospital if you are ill. Instead, send a
card or make a phone call.

e Don’t stay longer than thirty minutes. Hospital visits are brief with
fifteen minutes being usual. If you are visiting someone seriously
ill or immediately after surgery a brief five minute visit is appropri-
ate.

Hospitals do not share when St. John’s members are hospitalized, so
call the church office if you, a friend, or a family is hospitalized so our
pastors can arrange a visit. If a visit from a Stephen Minister would be
helpful, contact one of our pastors (507-645-4429) or Joan Halvorson

(507-645-8445).

ra

MM 0S _member , -
L]fyou are stressed or are going t%rough a difficult time,
you may also benefit from a caring listening ear.

St. John’s Stephen Ministers have been trained
and aff egdéfdr@idkind®fsupport.

Please call Joan Halvorson (507-645-8445)
or one of the pastors (507-645-4429)
to request a Stephen Minister
if you feel this could make a difference for you.
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From Our Pastors
Continued from page 3

« 9" Grade Confirmation - Attend High School Youth Group and
Meet with mentor throughout the year

Alongside these changes to our Confirmation program, we have also
been working closely with high school and middle school youth, in
effort to build up a robust High School Youth Group that will meet on
Wednesday nights and a Middle School Youth Group that will meet on
Sunday mornings.

All of this is to say, a lot has happened with children and youth
ministry this past year and a lot is happening this year! Thanks to
remarkable support from parents and the rest of the congregation, as
well as the St. John’s staff, no major programming was dropped last
year and we launched new mission trips, with the highest attendance
in years! And in light of last year and our learning together, small
changes and experiments are being piloted, and a new future is being
discerned and envisioned.

| know this can feel like a long and slow process for some of you. But |
really do believe that the slow, patient work we are doing will help us
to be faithful to our children and youth in seeing them as the agents of
mission that they are in this place.

Thanks for all the ways you support this work.

In peace and gratitude,
Pastor Jonathan

Apple Sunday is August 26!

Search for your favorite apple recipe, whip it up and bring it to St. John’s
for our Annual Apple Sunday on August 26.

Whether you bring an apple dessert or not,
everyone is welcome to enjoy all the delicious
creations at 9:30 a.m. in St. John’s Hall.

If you can bring an apple dessert and/or help
with serving, setup/cleanup, please sign up in
the Commons.

Questions? Contact Christy Hall-Holt at connect@StJohnsNorthfield.org
or Mary Kelvie at sharedministry@stjohnsnorthfield.org or call the
church office at 507-645-4429.
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Life and Growth
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2016-2019

Children and Youth

Registratian

Online Registration for Children and
Youth 2018-2019 School Year!

Check out St. John’s website at www.StJohnsNorthfield.org where you
will find all the forms needed for registering children and youth for the
2018-2019 school year plus information on how to volunteer for
upcoming events and programs. We appreciate registrations turned in
by August 26 for returning members. Visitors and new members are
invited to register at any time during the year.

Please contact Julie Brehmer or Angie Gehring at 507-645-4429, if you
have questions regarding programming.

Dive in on August 1!

Northfield area churches invite families
with children in sth grade and younger to
our Annual Pool Party at the Northfield
Outdoor Pool on Wednesday, August 1,
from 5:00-7:30 p.m.

The cost for admission is $3.00 per person or you may use your pool
pass. Churches will be providing free food at the event so come eat,
swim, and enjoy!

(This event is canceled if the pool closes due to weather.)

Is your 3 year old starting Sunday
School?

Children who are three years of age by 9/1/18 are welcome
to begin Sunday School this fall! \*,

Parents are invited to bring their preschooler to an Open «
House on Wednesday, September 12, at 6:00 p.m. to meet

the teachers and get acquainted with their classroom before Sunday
School begins on Sunday, September 16.

If you have question, please call St. John’s at §07-645-4429 and speak
with Julie Brehmer.
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Fall Programming is Coming!

« Sunday School begins on Sunday, September 16, for children age 3 Children and Youth
(by September 1, 2018) - grade 5 from 9:45-10:30 a.m.

o Toddler Time: Children who are 2 by 9/1/18 and preschool
children, along with their parents, are invited to “Toddler Time”.
Once a month during the Sunday school hour, our little ones sing
songs, talk about a favorite Bible story, play games, make crafts,
and meet new friends.

¢ ROCK, our Wednesday afterschool program for children in
kindergarten - grade 5, begins on Wednesday, September 19. Bus
transportation will be offered from the Northfield Elementary
schools to St. John’s so kids can jump right into Wednesday’s fun!

e Catechism, (CAT) for 4" and 5" graders begins in October!
Orientation for Catechism will be held on Wednesday, September
12, at §5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.

e Confirmation: Wednesdays, 6:15-7:30 p.m., in Fellowship Hall
(For additional information please see the pastors’ article on

page 3)

e Middle School and High School Youth Groups
(see sidebar)

Get involved with Children’s and
Youth Ministry at St. John's!

For children and youth to feel connected
to their church, it’s important for them to
build relationships with at least § adults,
other than their parents.

Please consider volunteering with programming this fall on a Sunday
Morning or Wednesday afternoon/evening. We need volunteers to
teach and/or help with a variety of activities. Please talk with Julie
Brehmer or Angie Gehring at §07-645-4429 or check out the volunteer
opportunities in the registration packet.

P.S.: High School students - talk with Julie how you can connect with
our younger kids on Sundays and Wednesdays!
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Northfield 16" Community
and Update Celebration of the International
Day of Peace

The Northfield Human Rights

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE

Commission and the Department @ 2 serreveen 2o

Fpeacedsy

of Political Science will host the
16" community celebration to ‘
mark the United Nations Flt

International Day of Peace, which RIGHT

is celebrated around the world ‘

every September 21. This P E AC E w

year's Peace Day celebrates the =
///\ 7o anniversary of the Universal UNIVERSAL

Declaration of Human Rights: HUMAN RIGHTS

A5sardUprment) ot | obchearg

"The Right to Peace - The Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights at 70."

Jaw,

The event is scheduled for Friday, September 21, 6:30-9:00 p.m. in
Severance Great Hall. It will begin with a reception and a formal
commemoration of the United Nations International Day of Peace. A
variety of speeches, presentations, Arts Peace Award, musical and
other performances will follow to celebrate the theme.

The event is supported by the Harold Stassen United Nations Lecture-
ship Fund of Carleton College, and sponsored by the Northfield
Human Rights Commission, the Northfield Arts Guild, the Union of
Youth, the School District, Healthy Community Initiative, the
Northfield City Council and all the citizens that work for peace in the
Northfield Area.

If you wish to be part of the planning and preparation, call
Mar Valdecantos 507-645-9603 or Judith Stoutland at 507-645-7842.
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Staying Local...Going Global
It's that time again:
Back -2- School Supplies

This year, in honor of our 150" anniver-
Lutheran sary, St. John's will combine our annual

World school supply kits with two programs:
Re“ef TORCH and LWR.

The TORCH program provided sup-
plies for those Northfield High School graduates entering college, who
are traditionally under-served, including first-time generation college
students, low-income youth, and students of color.

Lutheran World Relief delivers backpacks to K-12 grades in third world
countries, globally.

These supplies are needed for both projects:
e 70-sheet wire-bound college-ruled note-books
¢ 30 centimeter ruler, or ruler with inches and centimeters
¢ Pencil sharpeners
e Blunt Fiskar scissors
o Unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers
e Black or blue ballpoint (no gel) pens
o Box of 24 crayons
e 21/2" eraser
e Small denomination gift cards (Target, coffee or gas)
 Highlighter
e Microwave popcorn
e Earbuds - less than $5
e Laundry detergent

Drop off gift cards for TORCH in the church office. Place other sup-
plies in the School Bus box in the Commons.

Monetary gifts can be made to WELCA for LWR supplies and to St.
John's for TORCH supplies.

T@RCH
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News and Updates

"We Love Northfield"
Serve Day
is Saturday, August 11

Join people from area churches
as a tangible way of giving back
to Northfield and building
a more caring and connected community.

Then enjoy a free lunch together
downtown provided by HEART.
Let's partner to make this day great!

Register online at:

We Love Northfield Registration
Or, click on the "Sign Up" link on the
“We Love Northfield” Facebook page.
For more information,
contact Steph Helkenn at
shelkenn@rejoicenorthfield.org
or 612-702-8061

8:30a.m.
Check-in at
Cannon Valley Theater/Canvas Church
(Parking lot old K-Mart)

9:15 a.m.
Depart for projects

12:00 hoon
Free lunch downtown Northfield
provided by HEART

WE LOVE
NORTHFIELD

SATURDAY, AUGUST 11
SERVE DAY
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News and Updates

Accompany: What's In Store for
Newcomers and Welcomers/Sponsors
at St. John's This Fall?

Accompany is the entry point for newcomers to St. John’s. Based on
the ancient catechumenate, it is grounded on the assumption that
becoming part of a church is both a spiritual process as well as a rela-
tional one. We expect that we all will be “re-formed” by your presence
with us.

What will Accompany look like this year?

o Begins Sunday, September 23, with a kick-off dinner, and culmi-
nates with a community welcome worship during a service around
Easter in April

e Brings newcomers and longer-time members together approxi-
mately every other Sunday between services for coffee, treats, and
time together

o Invites the sharing of life experiences, asking questions, and re-
flecting on scripture through lectio divina

Have you been wanting to find out more about St. John's? Do you
have questions about this? Please get in touch with Pastors Pam or
Jonathan, or Christy Hall-Holt to talk about Accompany.

Email Christy at connect@StJohnsNorthfield.org or call the church office
at 507-645-4429.

Beginning Experience - Class for the
widowed, divorced or permanently
separated

Do you know someone who is suffering from the loss of a love relation-
ship due to death, divorce or separation? Someone who seems "stuck"
in the cycle of grief? Beginning Experience of Rochester is an Interna-
tional Ministry offering a program called "Coping with Life Alone".
These weekly classes are presented by those who have suffered life
changing losses themselves and are willing to share their experience.

"Coping with Life Alone" is a ten session class meets weekly beginning
on Tuesday, August 7 -
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