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NIGHT toc UNITE!

Neighbors Joining Together
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9:30 a.m.
LIVESTREAM
9:30 a.m.
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Save the Date:
Night to Unite on August 5

St. John’s will again be hosting our annual Night to Unite celebration. This is
part of a national program that encourages neighbors to come together on the
first Tuesday in August to strengthen community and increase the safety of
neighborhoods.

The celebration will include a picnic style meal along with a bouncy tent,
emergency vehicle tours, and games.

Please let Angie Gehring know if you can provide/help with one of the
following:

o distributing flyers
e setting out and/or putting away chairs and tables in the parking lot

Contact Angie at sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org or 507-645-4429.

RADIO BROADCASTS TV BROADCASTS
9:30 Sundays NTV Channel 187
KYMN Radio 1080AM/95.1FM 7:30 p.m. Mon. / 7:00 p.m. Fri.
kymnradio.net 12:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Tuesdays

2:00 p.m. Wednesdays


mailto:sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org

Join Us for Worship!

Worship Services

9:30 a.m., Sundays

Livestream

9:30 a.m. Sundays
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Radio Broadcasts

9:30 a.m. Sundays
KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

TV Broadcasts

7:30 p.m. Mondays

12:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Tuesdays
2:00 p.m. Wednesdays

7:00 p.m. Fridays

NTV Channel 187

www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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From Our Pastors

Dear Friends in Christ:
You just never know what impact your actions will have.

| spend a lot of time thinking about how to impart what’s important
and pass it on. For every sermon the question isn’t just what to say but
how to say it. For all our planning at church, the question isn’t just
what we want to teach about the faith but how to create the space and
community for learning.

And yet, despite all our planning, there are times when you feel that
your message has fallen on deaf ears. The usual ways we measure our
success -- attendance, engagement, excitement, and positive feedback
— can leave us wondering whether it’s even possible to have a lasting
impact on someone’s life.

My family took a camping trip to the Boundary Waters early in June,
and besides being a delightful time of family reconnection, | had a
powerful reminder that you hardly ever see what your impact is right in
the moment. When our kids were in their early teens, there wasn’t
much enthusiasm for family togetherness. And some of the things Will
and | like to do the most were deemed boring, or worse. But on this
trip, as we shared memories of previous vacations and shared the
tasks of a wilderness trip with now-capable adults, we saw that those
experiences did have a profound impact on who they are becoming
now. Sometimes they even thank us for it.

In the community of faith, we measure effectiveness in decades, not
minutes. We measure community by hundreds of small kind actions
that add up to relationships that change us. We measure our
excellence by the way we reflect the diversity of God’s good creation
and the delight we take in one another. Our math stretches out well
beyond what we can see now and into a future that we know God
holds. You just never know what impact you have on another person,
but you sure can walk forward in faith. And occasionally, as happened
this past Sunday when high school graduates talked about St. John’s
being a place where they were steadily loved and cared for, you get
confirmation that the small things have added up.

Whether it is parenting or politics, we are up against big societal forces
that seem to be pulling us away from each other, from the values of
honesty and kindness and generosity that we hold dear. It is easy to
imagine that there is no way that something as humble as church could
make much of a dent in the mountain of hostility we see around us.
But that is where faith comes in.

We will keep inviting you into walking forward with the gifts of the Holy
Spirit: love, joy, kindness, gentleness, peace, goodness, faithfulness,
and self-control. These are the gifts our world needs for healing.

Pastor Pam
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Pastor Pam Fickenscher
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Pastor Jonathan Davis




Prayer and Care
Ministry Radio Broadcasts

June 1, 2025
Given by Dick and Donna Werdahl
in celebration of their 70™ wedding anniversary on June 12.

June 8, 2025
Given by Marilyn McRae Raadt in thankful appreciation for
our pastors, musicians, and all the staff
making St. John’s a special place of worship.

June 15, 2025
Given by Julie & Dave Zdenek
in celebration of their 50" wedding anniversary and
in honor of their parents Ruth & Earling and Betty & Bob Zdenek.

June 22, 2025
Given by Dan and Jo Franklin in loving memory of
Sandra “Sam” and Jim Wilson, Dan’s sister and husband.

June 29, 2025
Given in commemoration of
Barbara and Lowell Johnson’s 72" wedding anniversary.

If you would like to sponsor a broadcast ($160),
please contact the church office
by phone at §07-645-4429 or email at office@StJohnsNorthfield.org.

Prayer Chain:
Prayer requests are welcome for any concern or thanksgiving.
Requests are kept confidential and not included in
Sunday morning prayers unless specifically requested.
Contact Mary Cisar with a prayer request or to become a prayer chain

volunteer: macisar@gmail.com or 507-663-1097.

Grief Care Resource:

Care Notes are one of the grief support resources at St. John’s.
Stop by the Commons to pick one up for yourself or for a loved one.

Grief Booklets:

“Journeying through Grief” is a resource
for those grieving the loss of loved ones.
Contact one of the pastors if you would like a copy
or if you would like to give a copy to a friend or family member.

THE VOICE OF ST. JOHN’'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
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St. John’s
Sweet and Savory

Summer Social
Sunday, July 13, 3:00-5:00 p.m.

All ages gathering of fun, food, and foolishness.

Bring a shareable sweet or savory appetizer if you like or
just show up. We’ll have snow cones and popcorn.

Spring Creek Park Shelter
510 Jefferson Parkway E

3:00-4:00 p.m. Snack, Socialize, Lawn Games, Park Play
4:00-5:00 p.m. All Ages ‘Field Day’ Games
(water balloon toss, wheelbarrow races, etc.)
Play or Cheer On—Lawn Chairs Encouraged

Hosted by Adult Ministry & Education Board

If inclement weather, event moved to St. John's Hall.

it
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Summer Fun and Service Events

Children and Youth Coming up for youth from St. John's, Bethel, and St. Peter's

What: Splash Valley Water Park (rain back-up TBD)
Who: All Youth (Grades rising 6-12)

When: Wednesday, July 9, 3:15-7:15 p.m.

Where: We'll carpool from Bethel to Apple Valley
Please bring $14 to cover park fees (checks can be
made out to Bethel Lutheran Church). Adult drivers @
and high school helpers needed! Scan the QR code
to signup.

What: Romans & Christians

Who: All Youth (Grades rising 6-12)

When: Wednesday, August 20, 5:00-7:00 p.m.

Where: St. John's, Fellowship Hall

No cost, just bring yourself and a flashlight (even though it won’t be
that dark). We’ll have pizza and snacks and several rounds of Romans
& Christians. Never played? We’ll explain all the rules, but it’s a little
like Sardines, but with a twist.

What: Lunches at Hogan Brothers

Who: All Youth (Grades rising 6-12)

When: Wednesdays at Noon

Sign up: No need, but maybe check in with Kristin.

No goals other than eating and spending time together - plus,
everybody needs to eat! Lunches, Wednesdays this summer, noon,
Hogan Brothers. Bring some cash and join us!

 REGISTRATION
20252026
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Senior Recognition Sunday
Twelve high school seniors were recognized in worship on Sunday, Children and Youth

June 15. Each graduate was presented with a quilt and celebrated with
their families and staff at a luncheon afterwards.

Summer Food Shelf
Pop-Up Help

Youth (parents are welcome) can help stock shelves at the CAC Food
Shelf on most Thursdays this summer with Kristin from 11:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m.

Each week we need 1-2 folks to help out. Sign up on your own or with a
friend, sibling, or a parent. Rising 6" graders and older. Interested?

Sign up here : ®
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Feed My Starving Children

Youth from St. John’s, St. Peter’s, and Bethel drove up to Eagan to volunteer at Feed My Starving Children on June 18.

1 fmsc.org #fmsc i

Boxes: 77
Meals: 16,632
Kids fed a daily meal for a year: 46
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Fun at VBS This Year!

We had a wonderful week at VBS this summer with the theme, "Road Trip"! Thank you to Bethel Lutheran Church,
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, and Emmaus Church for collaborating with St. John’s this year.

Thank you to our wonderful VBS volunteers from St. John’s: Elliot Davis, Henry Davis, Jonathan Davis, Pam Fickenscher,

Leah Garlie, Pam Groves-Gaggioli, Kristy Harms, Alison Kavanaugh, Anders Loy, Arielle Loy, Lynette Marks, Iris Pellinen,
Izzy Rudser, and Maddy Rudser.
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IO ating 150 years
of St. John's Women

th
Women's page

July
Gatherings

Baby Boomers
Will meet once during the Summer -
Watch for details

Elizabeth Circle
On break for the Summer
Back in September

Lydia & Paul Circle
On break for the Summer
Back in September

Mary Circle
On break for the Summer
Back in September

Wellspring
(GenXers)
On break for the Summer
Back in September

Women's Breakfast Group
Saturday, Jul. 12, 9:00
Fireside Room

Knitters (Prayer Shawls)
June 26, July 24, and August 28
10:00am St. John's Library

Evening Knitters!
1st & 3rd Wednesdays in June
Off during July & August
6:00pm, St. John's Library

Quilters & Bandage Rollers
Thursdays
9:00am - noon
Fellowship Hall

4D
W

LOVING OUR NEIGHBORS - THROUGH GLOBAL
HEALTH MINISTRIES

A few of us delivered quilts, baby kits, and hospice kits to Global Health
Ministries on Tuesday, June 3rd. It's a bit of a trek from St. Johns to their
Fridleywarehouse, but there's always plentyto see, learn,and do once we get
there. Nancy, Andi, Nan, Pam, and Jane were set to the task of packaging
supplies for shipment to Tanzania. GHM sends life-giving medical supplies
and equipment to Lutheran hospitals and clinics in 16 African, Central
American, and Indian countries.

GHM founder Dr. John Tosa was volunteering on the same day we were, and
offered these thoughts on how the non-profit organization is at work in the
world today. He said, "Most people in this country weren't aware of how
heavily the Ministers of Health in Africawere subsidized by USAID. The areas
that have been devastated by the funding cuts are malaria and HIV/AIDS
prevention, and maternal healthcare. GHM receives no federal funding,
operating entirely through institutional and private donors -- but we will still
be affected. The demand for our services is expected to surge, as those
hospitals, clinics, and community outreach programs that depended on
USAID funding cease to exist." (photo & article by Margie O'Laughlin)
T Seetew | | [ —

Global
Health
Miniisituiies

Like & Friend us on Facebook: "Women of St. Johns" @ Kvinner St. Johns
Web pages: Contact:
www.stjohnsnorthfield.org/women women.stjohns500@gmail.com

THE VOICE OF ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH



—\ Quotations Found in St. John's Women's Reports and Meeting Minutes

,'. ¢ \ I+“From 1898 t0 1940, 31 Norwegian suppers were served and the women netted $5,500 from

| = = these projects. (Cost $.15) The members of the congregation and citizens of Northfield
enjoyed these suppers and clamored for them yearly. The women did not count what the
From the suppers cost them in drudgery. They enjoyed helping others and not least enjoyed working
ard‘lves for the church. But with the passing of the years, the interests and energies of the women
waned. Finally high prices, lack of space, intervention of World Wars | & Il and inability to get

pu———

hu supplies because of food rationing, brought a halt to the Norwegian suppers.”

3% “Alumni lunches, as they were called, (in reality picnic suppers) were served on the campus lawn to the St. Olaf alumni
at commencement time, for nine consecutive years from 1910-1918. And then, too, dishes, coffee pots and other utensils
needed, had to be brought up from our own kitchen. All the food was donated. Few had cars in those days and | am sure
many of the women walked across town with their contributions. The menu consisted of such dishes that could be prepared
at home and served easily.”

3% Article IV of the 1927 Ladies Aid constitution states that "the refreshments (for the meetings) shall consist of coffee,
sandwiches, and one kind of cake.”

¥t “In celebration of its 100th anniversary the St.John’s ALCW put out its Centennial Cookboook.. Between its gold covers
are many wonderful recipes and ideas for serving.” Cookbooks were available for $3.25 in the church office, the banks in
Northfield, Dundas & Dennison. The cookbook was 238 pages & contained 687 recipes!!

& St. John's Ladies Aid Society, 1896
| Taken at Mrs. H. T. Ytterboe's, Old Main

Front row:
Mrs. Julius Johnson, Marie Anderson,
Mrs. Falk, Mrs. Isberg, Mrs. Jens Lysne,
Thonny Felland

Back row:
Mrs. Krohn, Mrs. Mohn, 2, Mrs. Ytterboe,
Marie Kron Rollefson, Mrs. Felland

St. John's Women's Executive Board says "Farewell!" to Parting Members, and Welcomes New Members

We say goodbye to executive board members Jane Rinehart and Michelle Kramer-Prevost. Thank you for your service. Jane
hasbeen along-time board memberand the force behind the missions activitiesin WELCA, includinginventingand running
our "Mission Mornings.” Michelle has stepped down from the WELCA board to take on the job of St. John's congregational
president. Jane will continue to work with and support WELCA's stewardship activities, just not from the position of board

member. Thank you to these and all the women who have made a vital imact on our church, community, and the world
through WELCA.

We welcome Nan Winsell to the executive board, joining Rhonda Reece on the Stewardship committee.

The 2025-26 executive board:

President: Pam Groves-Gaggioli Vice President: Sara Bright =~ Past President: Alison Kavanaugh
Secretary: Janet Lotegeluaki Treasurer: Jennifer Edwins Publicity: Julie Zdenek, Sara Bright
Justice Committee: Jo Franklin, Dawn Tommerdahl, Jennifer Edwins, Margie O'Laughlin

Discipleship: Mary Hoff, Alison Kavanaugh, Beth Wessen

Stewardship/Missions: Nan Winsell, Rhonda Reece, Sara Bright

Publicity Aide: Sonia Wessen (Sonia designs Courageous Conversation posters)

Archivists: Pam Groves-Gaggioli, Jennifer Edwins L
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News and Updates

St. John’s Seraphs

Summer Softball Team

Join the fun! Come cheer our team on!

Here is the upcoming schedule:

Sunday, July 6
No Game

Sunday, July 13
7:05 p.m., Sechler Park, Field 1
St. John’s vs. United Methodist

Sunday, July 20
8:10 p.m., Sechler Park, Field 1
St. John’s vs. Hosanna

Sunday, July 27
8:10 p.m., Babcock
St. John’s vs. Trinity Blue

Sunday, August 3
7:05 p.m., Sechler Park, Field 1
St. John’s vs. Emmaus

Sunday, August 10
Just for Fun Tournament

From the
Benevolence & Social Concerns Board

With gratitude for the financial support by the St. John’s Foundation,
the B&SC board is carrying out a project to recognize and thank the
many in our church community who offer their time and talents
through ministry and volunteerism, to grow and enhance our congre-
gational life as well as in service to all those in need beyond St. John’s.

For context, it has been ten years since our current St. John’s logo was
created. While you see our logo on communications and around the
church, it may be helpful to know the intention and meaning behind
the design. The logo was designed to be a visual expression of St.
John’s. Here is a portion of the original description:

Central to the design is the Greek
cross, already familiar to the congre-
gation, silhouetted by an abstract
interpretation of the unique stained-
glass chancel window at St. John’s.
The individual elements of this
abstraction form a circular mosaic,
symbolic of the earth and the global
community. These same elements
move out beyond the edges of the
circle, representing our call to
embrace and extend God’s beauty in
the world.

We will be offering t-shirts as a thank you to all who serve in ministry
or volunteer capacity as a means of building connection and
community and spreading St. John’s message beyond our building.
Our hope is that you will wear them when you volunteer or at
St. John’s events...or just out running errands. What we wouldn’t want
is for a shirt to sit at the bottom of a dresser drawer.

We will be handing out shirts at church late July/early August for those
wanting one. Date TBD but likely after a Sunday service.

Also, we will be offering shirts and sweatshirts for purchase sometime
this fall. Details to come.

Thank you!

Mmmmmam m S S S S S S S S S S~~~ i~~~ i~ i~~~ o~~~ i~~~ i~ ~

In an effort to be transparent with the donations made by the B&SC
Board on behalf of the congregation, here is our monthly update.

Benevolence & Social Concerns designations for June include:
e $1,000 to ELCA World Hunger (global)
¢ 31,000 to Rice County Habitat for Humanity (local)

THE VOICE OF ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH



Second Summer Choir Invitation
Thank you to everyone who sang for our summer choir on June 15! We News and U pd ates

will have another opportunity to sing together on Sunday, August
24. We meet at 9:00 a.m. in the choir room to rehearse and then sing
for the 9:30 a.m. service. Anyone is welcome to participate! No long
term commitment required. You don’t have to be in the St. John’s
Chorale to join us. Youth are welcome to join!

Questions? Contact Nathan Proctor at music@StJohnsNorthfield.org.

Fruit Sunday July 27

Mark your calendars for a well-loved summer tradition at St. John's -
Fruit Sunday! Come enjoy an array of delicious fruit desserts during
our coffee & fellowship hour, and perhaps share a recipe!

We'll need several desserts, and we invite you
to sign up to bring any fruit dessert of your
choice - it can be cobbler, crumble, pie, cake,
cookies, tarts, bars, pastry, sorbet, etc. It can be
homemade or store-bought. We also need a
few helpers for serving, and clean-up - many
hands make light work, AND it's fun!

- ' To sign up, email Angie Gehring
- = at sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org, write
your name on the paper sign-up in the Commons on Sunday, or sign
up using the CCB link found in the weekly E-Voice.
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News and Updates

Out'n About
Conversations with Minnesotans
Monday, July 28

It is hoped that you will consider joining Out'n About: Conversations
with Minnesotans on Monday, July 28, to hear two exciting speakers.
Registration will begin at 9:00 a.m. and coffee will be ready and
waiting for you.

The first speaker will be Matt Wehling, who is an award-winning
Northfield bow maker. Wehling travels back in time, using knowledge
passed down over several hundred of years. He will lead us through an
interesting "bow making journey."

Our second speaker will be Nancy Earhart Burt who is Amelia
Earhart's 2nd cousin. "Amelia" will arrive in costume and share
highlights of her amazing life

story..when Amelia needs to Mt @im
M . !
leave her cousin "Nancy" will it

step in to share "The Rest of the A@l]t WI%””””’W

Story."

To register call 507-301-9094 or email outnaboutoz2@gmail.com and
specify if you plan to register for the speakers only or want to include
lunch. Cost: speakers and refreshment break - $15. . speakers, refresh-
ment break, and bag lunch from the Hideaway Vault - $20.

Shared Ministry is Collecting
Potluck-Style Salad Recipes

Can you help by sharing a favorite salad recipe? Why, you might ask?
Each year, salads are an important part of our community Christmas
dinner, and we'd like those who sign up to bring a salad to have easy
idea options on hand. We'll collect them from you, and then print out
copies for the taking at the sign-up table during Advent. It can be ANY
type of salad: pasta, bean, potato, rice, quinoa, fruit, tomato, coleslaw,
waldorf, etc. Whatever recipes you think others would enjoy that aren't
overly complicated to make.

To submit a salad recipe, you can either drop them off at the Welcome
Desk or email them to Angie at sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org.
Thank you!
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Continual Giving

Please check out the WELCA corner to see the baskets of collection
needs to continue our work for others!

Newly revised is the “Current Needs List” for Ruth’s House. Check
often, as we will focus on their changing needs. For their ongoing
needs, for you to donate on your own, see their website.

Reminder of Deadlines

Sunday Bulletin and E-Voice Announcements:
Wednesday by 2:00 p.m.
The Voice (August 2025 Edition):

July 15
Please send submissions electronically via email to Leah Garlie

at office@StJohnsNorthfield.org or
the Announcement Request Form found on our website.

JuLy 2025
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ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
500 Third Street West - Northfield MN 55057

PHONE
507-645-4429

EMAIL
office@StJohnsNorthfield.org

WEBSITE

www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

OFFICE HOURS
9am.-4p.m.M-Th
9am.-3 p.m.Fri

Fruit Sunday

July 27
Can you help?

Set up? Clean up? Serve?
Bring a dessert?
Sign up in the Commons today!
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