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NIGHT toc UNITE!

Neighbors Joining Together

Inside this issue: Save the Date:
5 Capital Campaign Update St. John’s will again be hosting our annual Night to Unite celebration. This is a
part of a national program that encourages neighbors to come together on the
5 Pub Theology first Tuesday in August to strengthen community and increase the safety of
6 Registration for Children and neighborhoods.

Youth Programming for the

The celebration will include a picnic style meal along with a bouncy tent,
2024-2025 School Year

emergency vehicle tours, and games.

8  Come to the Movies! Please let Angie Gehring know if you can provide/help with one of the

8 Second Summer Choir Invitation following: o
1 making and/or distributing flyers
9 Fruit Sunday on July 28 { setting out and/or putting away chairs and tables in the parking lot
10 Women’s Page Contact Angie at sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org or 507-645-4429.
11 First UCC Speaker on Palestine
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Join Us for Worship!

Worship Services

9:30 a.m. Sundays

Livestream

9:30 a.m. Sundays
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Radio Broadcasts

9:30 a.m. Sundays
KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

TV Broadcasts

7:30 p.m. Mondays

12:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Tuesdays
2:00 p.m. Wednesdays

7:00 p.m. Fridays

NTV Channel 187

www.StJohnsNorthfield.org




From Our Pastors

Dear Friends in Christ,

In this month of Independence Day and the celebrations that go with
it, it seems like a good time to address the right relationship between
our love of God and our love of country.

When you put it that way, the biblical answer seems obvious: love of
God should always come before love of one’s country. That doesn’t
mean we can’t love our country — its land, its ideals, and its people —
but as Christians we believe that love is formed in a certain shape, a
shape which puts love of God and all God’s creation before our partic-
ular loyalties to our own. Put another way, Christians can be patriotic
to the extent that their love of country furthers their love of neighbor;
nationalism, which assigns second-class status to people beyond
one’s country or in-group, prevents us from growing in love of
neighbor.

Presiding Bishop Eaton recently endorsed a joint religious statement
Christian nationalism, a phenomenon that has always been around
but recently is claiming more space in our public life. The statement
explains:
Christian nationalism seeks to merge Christian and national identities,
distorting both the Christian faith and America’s constitutional
democracy. Christian nationalism demands Christianity be privileged
by the State and implies that to be a good American, one must
be Christian. It often overlaps with and provides cover for white
supremacy and racial subjugation. We reject this damaging political
ideology and invite our Christian brothers and sisters to join us in
opposing this threat to our faith and to our nation.
(ChristiansAgainstChristianNationalism.org)

Bishop Eaton further states:
“Christian nationalism identifies a human government with God’s will
and seeks privilege for Christians from the state. Lutherans teach that
government should held accountable to God, but never identified with
God’s will.”

The ELCA is continuing to develop its social statement on Faith and
Civic Life, and encourages us all to engage in public life in ways that
contribute to the welfare of our communities. But as Lutherans we are
always mindful that good things like love and loyalty can be distorted
by sin. When loyalty becomes idolatry, it is sin. When we identify
human leaders and systems too closely with God’s universal
purposes, our faith is distorted. The statement against Christian
nationalism and the ELCA’s teachings urge us to reject ideologies that
too easily identify our global faith with a narrow political ideology or
particular ethnic perspective.

Being Christian and being American are not synonymous. This is why
we don’t sing national songs at St. John’s. But we do pray for our
nation, and others.

Continued on page 4
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From Our Pastors

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

L - —
Pastor Jonathan Davis




Prayer and Care
Ministry

St. John's Congregation Helps
Improve Comfort and Safety
of Homeless Shelter Residents

The staff and residents of Ruth's House of Hope thank the St. John’s
congregation for their generosity in funding the purchase of new air
conditioners for the shelter. Twelve AC units have been installed in the
nine resident bedrooms and three offices.

We purchased an energy efficient model that uses ultra efficient
inverter technology. They were easy to install and are attractive,
smaller, adjustable to fit the windows better and match the color of
window sashes. They're also much quieter and have an air flow of up
to 20 feet. Rooms are much more comfortable and the problem of
blown fuses has been eliminated. It's still too early to know what
energy savings will be.

A couple of residents comment:

Resident M - "It is nice to walk into the house and have it cool when it is 9o
degrees out and 100% humidity. | also like the air conditioner because it
provides some white noise that helps me to fall asleep".

Resident ] - " I like coming home from a long day at work helping others
and turning my air conditioner on and my room cools so fast! Within
minutes | am nice and cool and can prioritize what | have to do for the rest
of the night. | also live on the third floor, which is always hot, but when I go
into my room it is nice and cool. This air conditioner is very quiet.

Your generosity has increased our comfort and safety significantly.
Thank you for making the lives of our residents and staff better!

From Our Pastors
Continued from page 3

This month we will sing again:
This is my song, O God of all the nations, a song of peace for lands
afar and mine
This is my home, the country where my heart is; here are my hopes, my
dreams, my holy shrine
But other hearts in other lands are beating with hopes and dreams as
high and true as mine

... S0 hear my song, O God of all the nations, a prayer for peace, for
their land and for mine.
(This is My Song ELW 887)
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Sustaining Grace

Capital Campaign Update
We did it!

We’'re pleased to announce, with tremendous gratitude, that our
congregation has not only met the ambitious campaign goal of
$750,000, we have surpassed it, with total
gifts and pledges totaling over $1,050,000.
Your generosity will allow us to accelerate
investments in renewable energy, updating
our facility, and extend greater benevolence
into our community.

We’re done!

Well, not quite yet. Good work lies ahead -
things like determining the best long-term
plans for the new parking lot, and installing, inspecting, and turning on
our solar array (work began on Wednesday, June 12 — we hope to be
capturing our own electricity by mid-August). We also have terrific
opportunities to consider additional benevolence projects and other
enhancements to our buildings.

Thank you!

Thank you to everyone who has donated or pledged to this campaign
- and if you'd still like to contribute, you can rest assured that your
gifts will be devoted to sustaining grace within and beyond our church
walls.

Weekly Pub Theology

This summer we will walk through the
topics of Sam Well's new book
Humbler Faith, Bigger God: Finding a Story
to Live By.

In this book, Sam Wells tries to speak to
the skepticism and doubts of people by
addressing tendifficult questions about

Christianity. Questions like:
1 Is Christianity just a fairytale for the young?
1 Can faith and science co-exist?
1 Why is there so much suffering in the world?
1 Is Christianity just one faith path among many?

Each week we will discuss these questions. Reading the book for each
week is not a requirement, but it might help. If you would like to
purchase this book, please reach out to Content Bookstore.

We will meet on Mondays from 6:00-7:30 p.m. at various locations.
Note: We will not meet Mondays, July 1 and 8.

If you would like to be added to our Pub Theology e-mail list, please

reach out to Pastor Jonathan at jdavis@StJohnsNorthfield.org.
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Registration is now open for St. John's

Children and Youth Children and Youth Programs for the

2024-2025 School Year

Check out St. John’s website at: stjohnsnorth-
field.org/congregational-life/. Click on “Children” or E?I‘-:'E

“Youth” to find out more about the programs

available. Register by using this QR code or click on |n-" ]
“Register” on our website. 2

Feed My Starving Children

Youth from St. John’s, St. Peter’s, and Bethel drove up to volunteer at
Feed My Starving Children on June 20.

:‘W& §(?’“§-‘§r BBt fmscorg  #fmsc
Boxes packed: 61
Meals: 13,176

@ SCAN M E Med adaily meal for.aye 3

Cost:$3.821

Senior Recognition Sunday

Sixteen high school seniors were recognized in worship on Sunday,
June 2. Each graduate was presented with a quilt and celebrated with
their families and staff at a luncheon afterwards.




Fun at VBS This Year!

We had a wonderful week at VBS this summer with the theme, "Camp Firelight"! Thank you to Bethel Lutheran Church
and the Children’s Ministry Director, Brenda Rabbe, for collaborating with St. John’s this year.

And, thank you to our wonderful VBS volunteers from St. John’s: Stephanie Bennett, Madelynn Bennett, Lauren
Blumhoefer, Jonathan Davis, Charlotte De Vries, Kristi Harms, Arielle Loy, Imogen Jackman, Marin McBroom, lzzy
Rudser, Maddy Rudser, and Greta Skoglund.

Looking ahead to September...

September 11: Orientation for Wednesday programming for Children and Youth

September 8: Worship changes to 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
September 15: Sunday morning programs begin

September 18: Wednesday after school programs begin
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News and Updates

Come to the Movies!

You are invited to St. John’s for the
premiere showing of the new Disney
Descendants movie “The Rise of Red”.

Peder Lindell, son of Erik and Sally
Lindell, is one of the cast members and
will be at St. John’s for the showing.

When: Saturday, July 13
Time: 6:00 p.m.

Snacks will be served. Hope to see you
at the movies!

. — Summer Chor
. oty as/

Second Summer Choir Invitation

Our very first Summer Choir in June was great! We had almost 40
people join us that morning and welcomed several new voices to the
balcony. We are going to do one more summer choir opportunity on
August 18, where you can come sing with your friends or try out
a choir for the first time. We will meet at 9:00 a.m. in the choir room to
rehearse and then sing for the 9:30 a.m. service. Anyone is welcome to
participate! You don't have to be in the St. John's Chorale to join us.

Questions? Contact Nathan Proctor at music@StJohnsNorthfield.org.

* _ST.JOHN’S IS O
w SUMMER® 5
. SUPPERS sypumymap

Sundag, July21,6PM Wednesday, July 24, 6PM

Gather for food and fellowship in the home

! é éor backyard of other St. John’s members! _ ]
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