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OCTOBER 2023

Tenth Graders to Affirm their Baptism

St. John’s gives thanks to God that the following young people in our
congregation have indicated their desire to publicly affirm their baptism by
participating in the Rite of Confirmation on Sunday, October 29, at the 10:45
a.m. service.

This rite follows a seven-year education and reflection program at St. John’s
beginning with Catechism (CAT) classes in grades three, four, and five;
weekday and Sunday classes in grades six, seven, and eight; and classes,
retreats, and a mentor relationship in grade nine.

The program concluded with a retreat on October 15. Please pray for these
young people and their faith and life as they make this commitment and
affirmation.
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Join Us for Worship!

Worship Services

8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m., Sundays

Livestream

8:30 a.m. Sundays
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Radio Broadcasts
8:30-9:30 a.m. Sundays

KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

TV Broadcasts

7:30 p.m. Mondays

12:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Tuesdays
2:00 p.m. Wednesdays

7:00 p.m. Fridays

NTV Channel 187

www.StJohnsNorthfield.org




From Our Pastors

Saints and Sinners - all the time. Every. One.
Dear Friends in Christ

There’s a game my family loves called “Wavelength.” It’s one of those
exercises in trying to read your team members’ minds. Each round,
there is a card that offers a pair of apparent opposites: healthy food —
junk food; or, common — rare. Then the players guess where on the
spectrum a given clue belongs.

If most of the world were to play this game with the terms “sinner-
saint”, we might imagine the world’s villains and heroes on opposite
ends, with ourselves somewhere in the muddy middle, but hopefully
toward the “saints” side. In the world of politics and media, we seem
hell-bent (there’s a phrase!) on categorizing everyone famous as either
a hopeless sinner or a messianic saint.

But in Lutheran theology we all belong at the extremes, all the time.
We are sinners — turned in on ourselves, incapable sometimes of even
seeing our own failings. AND, we are saints, claimed body and soul as
God’s own, loved by the Creator every bit as much as Jesus, God’s
beloved Son. 100% sinners. 100% saints. All our lives long.

Some people find this theology frustrating. After all, we wonder,
shouldn’t the church help assess who the good people are? Shouldn’t
faith help us move across the dial in one direction?

But the longer | live, the more liberating this theology is to me. God
isn’t sitting on high, deciding whether to be on my team or someone
else’s based on our performance. God sees all my faults, and loves me
still. God knows all my potential, and rejoices in every moment that |
also give grace to others. | don’t need to worry about “backsliding,” or
live in constant fear of future regrets. I’ll be a sinner until | die, and
then | will be welcomed as a sheep of God’s own fold, not because of
me, but because of Christ.

To know this is to live freely, and in the company of every other sinful
saint and saintly sinner, because God loves all of us all along the
spectrum of our lives, and beyond it too.

Peace and love,
Pastor Pam
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Prayer and Care
Ministry

St. John’s Forums this Fall:
Exploring the Bible with
Interfaith Sensitivity

Throughout the New Testament, the Jewish roots of Christian faith are
obvious. Jesus was a Jew, worshiped as Jew, and proclaimed the good
news to fellow Jews. In spite of, or perhaps because of, this very close
relationship to Judaism, early attempts to define Christianity’s
distinctiveness hardened into a fierce anti-Judaism that has never
disappeared from public life. As we launch a year-long study of the
New Testament in its Jewish context, the Adult Ministry & Education
Board invites you to join us for a series of forums exploring the roots
of Christian anti-Judaism on October 1, 15, and November 5. All forums
will be held at 9:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary between services. We are
excited to welcome these scholars to share their insights with us as we
embark on a year of exploring ways to move beyond this difficult
legacy.

October 1

Dr. Deanna Thompson - Martin Luther’s Anti-Judaism and Our
Contemporary Response

In 1543, Martin Luther published “On the Jews and Their Lies,” an
anti-Jewish diatribe filled with hateful and violent language towards
Jewish people. During this forum we will discuss the legacy of Luther’s
anti-Judaism and explore ways the ELCA has been working to repair
Luther’s legacy of harm against Jewish people, and what that work
means for us as Lutheran Christians today.

Dr. Thompson is Director of the Lutheran Center for Faith, Values and
Community. Her work at St. Olaf focuses on promoting interfaith
dialogue both within and beyond St. Olaf. She is the author of five
books, including Crossing the Divide: Luther, Feminism, and the
Cross (Fortress, 2004) and a theological commentary on the biblical
book of Deuteronomy for the Westminster John Knox Belief
commentary series.

Continued on page 5

November 5 is All Saints Sunday

This is the day the church particularly gives thanks for those who have
gone before us in faith.

St. John’s will remember by name those \\‘"'r—'_‘
members who have died in the past year, b%@ |
ringing the bell, and lighting candles in memory |

of each of them. 521 ﬁ_‘

St. John’s also rejoices with thanksgiving at * " 1

A
these new saints who have entered the ~ —
baptismal waters in the past year. B
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St. John’s Forums this Fall:
Exploring the Bible with
Interfaith Sensitivity

Continued from page 4

October 15
Earl Schwartz - “Who is like your people Israel, a singular nation?”: Jewish

“Chosenness” as a Source of Inspiration and Tension

Biblical history tells us something about when, where, and how Israel’s
distinctive identity as a people developed, but the extraordinary
endurance of the Jewish descendants of those Israelites would also
come to spawn questions about why it developed among these
particular people. Themes of divine decree, ancestry, and an
instructed way of life came to be associated with Jewish identity. What
can we learn, as heirs of Abrahamic traditions, from the ways in which
these themes have wended their way through this story?

Before his retirement, Earl Schwartz taught in the religion department
of Hamline University and was the university’s first director of its
program in social justice studies. He has also served on the faculty of
the Talmud Torah of St. Paul. He is the author of two books on Jewish
moral education and co-author with Rabbi Barry Cytron of When Life is
in the Balance: Life and Death Decisions in Light of the Jewish Tradition,
and Who Renews Creation, a Jewish sourcebook on environmental
ethics.

November 5
Jason Ripley - Anti-Judaism and the New Testament

This session explores the Jewish context and character of the early
Jesus movement as a way of contextualizing the anti-Jewish rhetoric
embedded within the New Testament. We will discuss Jesus’ identity
as a particular type of Jew who challenges other competing Jewish
notions of the Kingdom of God in the face of Roman imperial rule. We
will also examine several key New Testament passages that were later
employed to justify hostility and murder of Jews across the centuries
in order to sensitize us to the problems and to suggest possibilities for
interpreting these passages today.

Jason Ripley is currently chair of the religion department at St. Olaf. A
New Testament scholar specializing in the Gospel of John, he teaches
courses on biblical interpretation and regularly leads students on
study-abroad programs. His publications address topics of religious
violence, gender, and reinterpretation of the Hebrew Bible in early
Judaism. He has been attending St. John's Lutheran Church since
2020.

We are excited to welcome these scholars to share their insights with
us as we embark on a year of exploring ways to move beyond this
difficult legacy. Look for other opportunities to engage in further study
throughout the year.
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Children and Youth

3 Graders to Receive Bibles

34 graders and parents meet in St. John’s Hall on
Saturday, October 28, from 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
for a Retreat on the Word - An Introduction to the &
Bible.

This class will be a primer on the Bible for
students who will receive their Bibles at the
8:30 a.m. service on Sunday, October 29. Please
call or email Julie Brehmer if your child is unable
to attend either day.

Toddler Time

Each month, children who are 2 years old (by 9/1/23) are invited to join
the preschool Sunday School class. Toddler
Time meets in Room 14. Parents are

welcome to attend. ,o dd ler

Here is the schedule for the year: October 1,

November 10, December 11, January 14, Ime
February 11, March 10, and April 14.

P
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Trunk or Treat, October 29 during
Sunday School, 9:45-10:30 a.m,,
at St. John’s

Last year’s Trunk or Treat was so much fun, we’re doing it again this
year. Kids are invited to dress in costume and trick or treat at a variety
of decorated car trunks! Games and activities too!

Email Julie Brehmer at children@StjohnsNorthfield.org if you are

willing to decorate your car trunk, or help with games and activities.
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Come in your PJs to Movie Morning!

Kids 5™ grade and younger are invited to come in their pajamas to
movie morning at St. John’s. Come for breakfast and stay to watch a
movie. Feel free to bring friends!

(@lolnal-NiaR Ze]0la Where: The Commons for Breakfast,

- E Movie in St. John’s Theater
SRRl \When: Mon. Nov. 6 - NO SCHOOL DAY!
Time: 9:00-11:00 a.m.

Children younger than kindergarten need
to be accompanied by a parent. Sign up on
the bulletin board in the Commons or call
Julie at 507-645-4429. Parent help s
appreciated. Let me know if you can lend a
hand.

Get involved with Children’s
Programming at St. John’s

An ambitious array of activities means more volunteer opportunities
for St. John’s members - parents, grandparents, high school, and
middle school youth! Are you able to help on Wednesdays or
Sundays? Whether you enjoy working with large or small groups of
children or behind the scenes, there is a place for you. Many
opportunities can fit into your schedule.

Wednesday afternoons:
9 Snack Servers - help serve snacks on Wednesdays
1 Bus Angels - check children on the bus at Bridgewater school
(about a § minute time frame)
9 Adults share a hobby/passion/interest with kids on Wednesdays

Sunday Mornings:

9 Sunday School Team Teachers for Pre K-K

1 Nursery Volunteers
Please contact Julie Brehmer at children@StJohnsNorthfield.org or
507-645-4429, if you have questions. Our thanks to you in advance!
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Gatherings

Baby Boomers
Saturday, Oct 7, 4:30-6:00
Lori Skoglund's home
2001 Michigan Dr.

Women's Breakfast Group
Saturday, Oct. 14, 9:00am
St. John's Fireside Rm

Elizabeth Circle
Thursday, Oct 12, 1:30pm
St. John's Library

Lydia Circle
Wednesday, Oct 11, 9:00am
Coffee and Conversation
10:00 Bible Study
St. John's Library

Mary Circle
Friday, Oct 13, 1:00pm
St. John's Fireside Rm

Knitters (Prayer Shawls)
2nd & 4th Thursday
10:00a St. John's Library

Knitters (World Vision)
1st & 3rd Wednesday, 10am
Kathy Vang 645-4849
New Night Knitters!
1st & 3rd Wednesday
6:00-8:00pm
St. John's Library
Quilters
Thursdays, 9:00a - noon,
Fellowship Hall

’ m«»éw 2023

COURAGEOUS

CONVERSATIONS

October 5th, 7:00pm
St. John's Hall

« / Sexual and Gender Minorities:
ocial Justice and the Importance
of Family Support

Elliott Kunerth, MSW, LGSW, strengths based
therapist at lllumé North, Duluth; gender diverse
trainer; trauma informed care; social justice advocate.

Laurie Sieve, mental health RN,
Allina; retired faculty at St.
Catherine; DNP; LGBT Health
Policy and Practice certificate;
Elliott’s mom.

¥ RS

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL
MISSION MORNING!

" Thirty St. John's women met on August

Pﬁ\l \\lk N h\ D ]W ] ])() 26 to prep and bundle gifts for Lutheran

mocha, muffins, & missiors 2 World Relief, and Global Health
Ministries.

They bundled 53 Baby Care Kits, tore and rolled 66 bandages, tied and
pinned 4 quilts, and prepared all the items needed for School Backpack
Kits. Our elementary Sunday School children will fill the back packs for
Lutheran World Relief. Thank you to all who participated. Mission Morning
has been a great way to meet new friends at St. John's.

¥ R

SAVE THE DATE
Annual Christmas Carol Luncheon

Saturday, January 6, 2024, 11:30-1:00
Ruth's On Stafford

G&;th’s

Staf’ford
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