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ONGRATS!

Congrats Class of 2024!

On Sunday, June 2, we are excited to continue our annual tradition of
recognizing our High School Seniors, to surround them with our prayers and
blessing for whatever is ahead for them.

The seniors will have roles in worship, along with a moment to celebrate and
bless them. Following worship, seniors and their families and mentors are
invited to a luncheon in St. John's Hall.

As a special gift from St. John's, each senior receives their own beautiful quilt!

Congratulations to the following seniors from St. John’s:
William Becker, Erik Boehning, Natalie DeGrego, Madison Hansen,
Mari Hanson, Thea Hanson, Nora Klaers, Simon Lippert, Ava Little,

Evan Loe, Cora McBroom, Clara Menssen, Katherine Organ,
Samuel Swedin, Jake Tanghe, Mason Vatter

God’s blessings on your future plans!
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Join Us for Worship!

Worship Services

9:30 a.m. Sundays

Livestream

9:30 a.m. Sundays
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Radio Broadcasts

9:30 a.m. Sundays
KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

TV Broadcasts

7:30 p.m. Mondays

12:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Tuesdays
2:00 p.m. Wednesdays

7:00 p.m. Fridays

NTV Channel 187

www.StJohnsNorthfield.org




From Our Pastors

Dear Friends in Christ,

At the Southeastern Minnesota Synod Assembly, Bishop Hassanally
lifted up this statistic:

In 2023, there were 330 pastoral vacancies in the ELCA that typically
are filled by first-call (that is, new seminary graduate) candidates; in
the same year, the church had 150 students starting the candidacy
process.

What this means is that many congregations will need to think about
doing ministry without a full-time ordained pastor at the helm. This
scenario is not entirely new, especially in rural settings; but it in 2024
it is @ new normal that is changing how the ELCA thinks about leader-
ship and congregational life.

Here at St. John’s, we are fortunate to have the size and resources to
fund at least two pastoral positions. In today’s ELCA, that scenario is
increasingly uncommon. Yet we are also at a size where a lot of work
has to be done by people other than pastors. There are simply too
many homebound members, too many people who might go through
a crisis, too many programs that need tending, too many people in
need of pastoral care for the work to be done by pastors alone. It’s not
only a matter of economics; the work of the church is sometimes done
best by people with different skill sets than your typical pastor.

Sometimes | hear people talk about whether “the church” showed up
for them in a time of need. Here at St. John’s, I'm grateful that “the
church” shows up with many different faces, in many different ways, to
care for one another. We have staff who bring a range of gifts and
training to bear on their work. Stephen Ministers give hundreds of
hours of time listening and praying with others. Adults and young
adults serving with youth take time to lead small groups, chaperone
mission trips, and share their own faith. Knitters make prayer shawls,
with every stitch a petition for the wellness of the recipient. Cooks
make a hot meal for those who might be too stretched in budget or in
time to eat well otherwise. Women of the ELCA gather others for study
and courageous conversations about the hardest questions of being a
person of faith today. We are so blessed to have a community that
does not consider faith to be a spectator sport.

“The Church” is the whole people of God. When YOU show up for one
another, you are being St. John’s for each other.

We as your pastors take our turn in listening, holding hands and pray-
ing in times of crisis; and we are charged with feeding you weekly from
the Word and Jesus’ table. But as we say at the end of communion
every week: You ARE the body of Christ. Go now, fed and forgiven, to BE
good news for the world. Thank you for being a people who show up for
each other and for all God’s beloved world.

From Our Pastors

Pastor Pam Fickenscher
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Pastor Jonathan Davis




Prayer and Care
Ministry

Stephen Ministers
Lend a Listening Ear

Many of us need help at various times in our lives. When dealing with
difficult situations, we may seek help from pastors, friends, or health
care specialists. Some may find it helpful to have a Stephen Minister,
a caring Christian friend, who listens to their problems. Types of
situations in which Stephen Ministers provide care include:

{1 death of a loved one

{ facing our own death

1 illness of a loved one

1 personalillness

{ financial stresses

{ feeling guilty

1 feeling lonely

{ feeling worthless

1 problems with family relationships
1 separation from loved ones

| problems adjusting to a move / new environment
1 birth of a child

These are just a few of the reasons people have sought assistance
from Stephen Ministers. If you or someone you know needs care and
support at this time, please call one of the pastors at 507-645-4429.

Summer Worship Schedule

Beginning Memorial Day weekend,
we will have one service at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays.

This schedule will continue
through Sunday, September 8.
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Pub Theology Summer Theme:
Humbler Faith, Bigger God Life and Growth

Beginning on June 3, Pub Theology will return to its weekly schedule
(except for a few here and there), Mondays from 6:00-7:30 p.m.

This summer we will walk
through the topics of Sam
Well's new book Humbler Faith,
Bigger God: Finding a Story to
Live By. In this book, Sam
Wells tries to speak to the
skepticism and doubts of
people by addressing ten
difficult  questions  about
Christianity. Questions like: Is
Christianity just a fairytale for
the young? Can faith and science co-exist? Why is there so much suffering
in the world? Is Christianity just one faith path among many? Each week
we will discuss these questions. Reading the book for each week is not
a requirement, but it might help. If you would like to purchase this
book, please reach out to Content Bookstore.

If you would like to be added to our Pub Theology e-mail list, please
reach out to Pastor Jonathan at jdavis@stjohnsnorthfield.org.

Sacred Sites Tour

There are 10 people from Saint John’s signed up for the sacred sites
tour. It will be Saturday, June 1, from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. We will
. meet at Bethel Church at 8:30 a.m. to share
8 rides. We will join others at Church of Saint
Peter in Saint Paul.

Our first site is Fort Snelling in Saint Paul,
T w/ Jim then Dakota Internment Camp and finish at
YV S EY LI Pilot Knob Hill.
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Coming This Summer!
Camp Firelight! (VBS)

When: June 10-13, 9:00-11:00 a.m.

Who: Kids entering Kindergarten - Grade 3 (2024-2025 school year)
Where: St. John’s Lutheran Church

Cost: $15/Child, Max of $30/Family (Please let Julie know if you need
help with the cost.)

Register by scanning the QR Code.

We need volunteers for VBS!

| Crew Leaders — lead a small group of children to various stations

{ Station Assistants — stations include music, crafts, games, Bible

storytelling, science

| Decorating and Prep — prior to VBS

T Nursery Care
Youth are welcome to help too! If you are interested, please contact
Julie Brehmer, Children@StJohnsNorthfield.org.

A New Addition!

From the old cedar benches, that were once part of St. John’s play-
ground area, the wood was recycled, and made into a beautiful planter
box.

Facility Manager, Steve Harner, sanded the old boards and Brian
Evenson designed and constructed the planter. Thank you, Steve and
Brian! A fun planting project for St. John’s children!
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Summer Fun Events for Youth

Youth from St. John's, Bethel, and St. Peter's get together in the
summer months for some fun and service work. Here are the dates
and times we've nailed down so far. More details to come closer to the
events.

What: Feed My Starving Children

Who: All Youth (Grades 6-12)

When: Thursday, June 20, exact time TBA (4:30ish start)

Where: We'll carpool and will send out an RSVP as the date gets closer

What: Apple Valley Aquatic Center (rain back-up of bowling)

Who: All Youth (Grades 6-12)

When: Wednesday, July 24, 6:00-8:00 p.m. (tentative timing)

Where: We'll carpool and will send out an RSVP as the date gets closer

What: Romans & Christians

Who: All Youth (Grades 6-12)

When: Wednesday, August 21, evening - timing TBA
Where: St. John's

What about the scavenger hunt?

We don't have one planned as of right now, but if Kristin Partlo hears
from enough people who want to have a scavenger hunt in Northfield
again this year, we'll see what can be done.

Summer Service Opportunities

Just a heads up that it is our intention to offer pop-up service
opportunities on a regular(ish) basis this summer. They will be
announced via email, but if you'd like to receive text invitations, please
let Kristin know.

Thank you, Giada!

Thank you to our Nursery caregiver, Giada, for
spending the school year with the littlest ones at
St. John’s.

We wish her a wonderful summer break. She returns to
St. Olaf this coming fall.

Children and Youth
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Gatherings

Baby Boomers
Watch eVoicefor info of a mid
Summer meet up

Women's Breakfast Group
Second Saturday 9:00a
June, July, August
Fireside Room

Elizabeth Circle
Lydia & Paul Circle
Mary Circle
Off for Summer
See you in September

Wellspring
(for 30-50 somethings)
Monday, June 10, 6:30-8:00p
St. John's Library

Knitters (Prayer Shawls)
See bulletin for Summer dates
2nd & 4th Thursday
10:00am St. John's Library

Knitters (World Vision)
Off for the Summer
See you in September

Night Knitters!
1st & 3rd Wednesday in June
6:00p, St. John's Library
Off July/August

Quilters & Bandage Rollers
Thursdays, 9:00a - noon,
Fellowship Hall

Spotlight Bible Study
Summer Schedule:
June 13, 20, 27

July 11, 18, 25
August 1, 22, 29
Subject to change, watch
eVoice for updates
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Cannon

* River
"Spﬁng
Conference
2024

St.John's Women hosted 140 women from 39 churches in our Cannon River
Conference on May 11th.

Judy Swanson, long-time member of St.]John’s, was honored at the Cannon
River Conference on May 11, 2024. She designed the Cannon River
Conference logo & banner that was adopted and has been used for many
years. Judy explains the meaning behind the design:

“What a glorious symbol we women of the ELCA have adopted. The
beautiful water lily that gracefully cranes and dances upward through the
water, toward the sunlight, while always anchored in nourishing soil, and
thriving in and depending on the
waters around it.

So too, do we live in water - our
baptismal waters. So too, are we
led in the light and made beautiful
by God's grace. There we bask in
“~ God's love which nourishes and
.| sustains us all of our lives. So too,
f , are we anchored, firmly rooted in
=| our faith in Jesus Christ."

4 (continued on following page)

¢ 19 £+ h L/ 9 h C




9

H n H N



