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Summer Youth Mission Trips: June 16 - 24

On Saturday, June 16, the high school mission trip group going to Houston, TX
will hit the road! We will be doing service work through CSM (Central Service
Mission). The ministry focus is on serving people, with an emphasis on creating
relationships. This might be at a food pantry, or a kids summer camp, or home-
less shelter. Please keeps us in your prayers as we partner with the good peo-
ple in Houston in ministry!

On Saturday, June 16, the middle school mission trip will leave for Milwaukee,
WI, where we will serve with the organization called Serve Boldly. During our
time in Milwaukee, we will be serving at sites that prepare and serve a warm
breakfast for people who are hungry, a Boys and Girls Club, a Community Gar-
den that helps provide healthy foods for all people, and more! Please keep us
in your prayers as we partner with the good people in Milwaukee in Ministry!

Please see page 5 for the names of participants and chaperones. Please note
that not all chaperones and participants are pictured.
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Dear Friends in Christ:

As summer (finally!) descends upon us, | am thinking a lot about the
youth mission trips that are happening this month. On June 16, four-
teen high schoolers and chaperones will be departing for Houston, TX,
while another twenty middle schoolers and chaperones will head off to
Milwaukee, WI. | will be leading the trip to Houston, while Rebekah
Thomas will be leading the Milwaukee trip. It is an exciting time for
those of us going on these trips. We hope that this will be a great op-
portunity for our youth and adults to connect with each other around
their faith and to experience serving their neighbors in love.

But, to be honest, something about mission trips also generates a little
anxiety in me.

No, not because | have to hang out with high schoolers for 8 days.
Trust me, | get to hang out with them. It’s a privilege. You should try it.

What generates a little anxiety is this question: What is the purpose of a
mission trip?

Before | ever went on a mission trip, | was suspicious of them. What
difference could it really make? It seemed like the purpose was simply
to gain new Christians. To introduce people to God in Christ and to
get them to think like me. In the end, it seemed like | was privileged
enough to have something (God, faith, hope, love) that other people
needed, and isn’t it so kind and generous of me to give it to these
poor people? It made me the center of attention, the Savior-figure, and
I did not like that idea at all. It didn’t seem to really be about helping
people.

But then when | was a youth director and leading mission trips, it
seemed more about getting our youth out of their comfort zones

and growing in faith in ways they could not do in their home town. It
became about exposing them to real poverty and suffering, and doing
God’s work for those in need. These trips also seemed to have the
narcissistic effect of making them more thankful for their Xboxes, cell
phones, and family vacations.

As a result, this seemed to make the trip all about the youth. They
were the central point of the mission trip — to get them to do God’s
work for the sake of others and to grow in faith. Oh, and getting to see
another part of the country is a pretty good perk too.

But is that the purpose of a mission trip?

Believe it or not, | think those are important parts of mission trips -
youth (and adults) getting to see poverty up close and in a way that
they haven’t before; learning to serve others in need even when it is
uncomfortable; and growing in faith with your faith community. Those
are formative experiences for us all on a mission trip.

But I think the purpose of the mission trip is less about what we are
doing and how we are impacted by it, and more about what God is
already doing in a community. God is already there and at work, in
and through the people with whom we will be serving. God is always
seeking to bring about abundant life in a community, and as mission-
aries (if you will), we simply become participants in the coming of the

Continued on page 4
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Stephen Ministry:
Confidentiality Secures Relationships

Stephen Ministers work quietly with adults living in stressful
situations. Those situations may be described as sad, anxiety-
producing, and even dangerous. Whatever is in the heart or on the
mind of a care-receiving individual must be kept strictly private. For
that reason, Stephen Ministers offer the promise of confidentiality as
part of their Christian love and support.

Prayer and Care
Ministry

Everyone recognizes the importance of confidentiality between
lawyers and their clients, and expects teachers to protect the privacy
of their students. Physicians and clergy also maintain confidentiality
as care-giving professionals. Prayer groups like the one at St. John’s
have a clear understanding that information shared is always
confidential, and that is true for Stephen Ministers as well.

In addition to meeting regularly with their care receivers, Stephen
Ministers gather once a month to improve their caregiving skills and
give one another love and support. Although they may discuss some
aspects of their caring relationships, names and other identifying
information about care receivers are never divulged. Confidentiality
always limits the information shared.

If you or someone you care about would benefit from a safe and
loving relationship with a Stephen Minister, contact Joan Halvorson at
507-645-8445 or one of the pastors at §07-645-4429.

From the Faith & Health Board:
American Red Cross Blood Drive

On Wednesday, June 6, from 8:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m., the American Red

Crosi will hold g blood drive at %t).(%)hn’s. Here are a few reasons why
" you hQul Qi dofhfnEbibda." S

er ¢ Everydayinthe U.S,, roughly 41,000 blood donations are needed.

prayer That means nearly every two seconds someone needs blood.

a‘n B&ood %rq:dl,rct age stFnBalrfo_r tlzf treatment of accident victims,
surgical and sickle cell disease patients, those receiving cancer
treatments, premature babies, and others.

o Every donation may help save

up to three lives. I American
e Patients are counting on us to / Red Cross
donate blood. —

t

For more information or to schedule
an appointment contact Jennifer
Edwins at 507-645-9653.
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Summer Mission Trips:
Chaperones and Participants

High School Mission Trip
Chaperones: Pastor Jonathan Davis, Rob Nutt, Jane Rizzo,
Emily Westerback

Youth: Mia Becker, Clayton Garlie, Dylan Gehring, Viveka Hall-Holt,
Kaylee Malecha, Aidan Nutt, Tarkel Price, Jack Rizzo, Katie Schroeer,
Carl Welbaum

Middle School Mission Trip
Chaperones: Rebekah Thomas, Matt Garlie, Jenny (or Zack) Pelletier,
Kris Vatter

Youth: Will Becker, Ada Gabert-Nicholson, Rhett Garlie,

Annalise Hall-Holt, Seth Hansen, Clara Lippert, Charlie Neeb,
Ainsley Nutt, Jeanette Pelletier, Halle Pinc Sutterfield, Vassar Price,
Mary Rizzo, Bailey Sauve, Johann Schroeer, Gus Welbaum,

Mason Vatter

Tuesday Weekly Lectionary Text Study
Takes a Break

The group suggested that we take the summer off and try again in the
fall.

From Our Pastors
Continued from page 3

kingdom of God that is already happening there. And not only will we
be participants in the coming kingdom of God, but we just might also
be recipients of it, too — as we are welcomed, loved, and ministered to
by the good people of Houston and Milwaukee.

These short-term mission trips will not solve any problems in
Milwaukee and Houston. However, by picking up a paint brush, by
handing out a sandwich, by laughing with a kid at kid’s club — by doing
something — we become witnesses and participants in God’s desired
future. As my seminary professor, Andrew Root, has said, “The
mission trip is not an all-purpose tool (we) use to shock kids into
having spiritual epiphanies. The mission trip in youth ministry is a
week of insignificant acts under the heavy shadow of oppression and
poverty that seek to witness to God’s new reality. We clothe the
homeless now, knowing that one blanket doesn’t solve their plight or
get them off the streets; but one blanket is, to a freezing person, a
taste of God’s future.”

Please pray for us and the people of Milwaukee and Houston. We
cannot wait to tell you how God is at work there.

With great joy,
Pastor Jonathan
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Children and Youth

VBS is Coming June 11-14
For Age 3 (by 9/1/18) - 2" Grade (completed)
9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
Experience the ride of a lifetime with God!

Experience the ride of a lifetime with God!
Along the river, children discover that life with God
is an adventure full of wonder and surprise, and that they can trust
God to be with them through anything.

St. John’s, Bethel, Emmaus, and St. Peter’s Churches come together to
provide this fun-filled summer camp experience.
This year’s VBS is at Emmaus Church.

The cost is $15.00 per child with a $30.00 family limit.
(Scholarships available)

Register online or pick up a registration form
in either the upper or lower Commons.

Looking Ahead to Camp!

Our prayers are with all of our campers
as they head off to camp this summer, June 24-29!

Shores of St. Andrew, grades 2-5, New London, MN
Campers attending this year:
Elise Melby
Emmett Norrie
Wyatt Norrie
Emmet Peterson
Joran Peterson
Halle Pinc-Sutterfield
Marissa Vatter

Check Out Family Camp

Interested in going to family camp this summer?
Check out the family camp options at
Good Earth Village in Spring Valley, MN or
at Green Lake Bible Camp in Spicer, MN.

Go to Good Earth Village’s website: www.goodearthvillage.org,
Green Lake Lutheran Ministry’s website: www.GLLM.org
to find out dates and registration information.
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Photo Scavenger Hunt at St. Olaf!

When:
Wednesday, June 13

Time:
12 Noon - 2:00 p.m.

Who:
All high school and middle school youth from St. John's, Bethel,
St. Peter's, and Emmaus are invited! Bring a friend!

What:
Meet at Buntrock Commons at St. Olaf for lunch. Following lunch we'll
divide into small groups for a photo scavenger hunt on campus!
There will be a prize for the group who finishes first!

Cost:
Bring money for lunch.

Adult chaperones will be needed.
(One adult per s - 7 kids)

Sign up by emailing Angie at youth@StJohnsNorthfield.org.

Get involved with Children and Youth
Ministries!

For children and youth to feel connected to
y their church, it’s important for them to build
J , relationships with at least § adults, other than
iidren their parents. Please consider volunteering
% + with children and youth programming this fall
with Sunday Morning or Wednesday
% programming. We need volunteers to teach
and/or help with a variety of activities.

Please talk with Julie Brehmer or check out the volunteer opportuni-
ties in the registration packet. P.S.: High School students — talk with
Julie about how you can connect with our younger kids on Sundays
and Wednesdays!
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News and Updates

St. Olaf College

“Conference on
Worship, Theology,
and the Arts”

July 16-20

The Holy Spirit is the Living Breath of God.
From the foundation of the world, the Holy
Spirit creates new life. Through prophets old
and new, the Holy Spirit provokes us,
opening our eyes to God’s justice and mercy.
Today and every day,
the Holy Spirit empowers us
in faith and action.

Our conference week will focus on these
workings of the Holy Spirit and our daily
worship will be built on this foundation.

The St. Olaf Conference on
Worship, Theology and the Arts
offers professional development, spiritual
nourishment, and networking opportunities
for persons engaged in
congregational ministry.

At this conference, participants are invited to
experience the “Living Breath of God” with
the choral, organ, and handbell faculty of
St. Olaf College and guest faculty from a
range of denominations and ministries.

Registration is now open.
Go to https://wp.stolaf.edu/cwta/.

g
ST.OLAF

WORSHIP, THEOLOGY,
AND THE ARTS

JULY 16-20, 2018

NORTHFIELD- MINNESOTA
stolaf.edufcwta

First 150" Anniversary Capital
Projects Complete!

St. John’s beautiful generosity in our 150" Anniversary Grace
Overflowing campaign has allowed us to begin work on some of the
capital projects needed in our facility.

Good Shepherd Window Restored

The Good Shepherd window, one of the
historic treasures of our 1913 Sanctuary, was
partially removed and restored in the first
weeks of May. We found the wooden sill
underneath the old window disintegrating
and bug ridden. ReinArts repaired cracked
portions of the stained glass and replaced the
sill. Thanks to Nathan Proctor and Zack
Pelletier for their flexibility during this work
as the usual balcony use was disrupted. The
window will also be getting some new lighting that will allow it to be
illuminated in the evenings to be seen from the outside.

New Air Handler and HVAC Controls Installed

A new air handler was ordered earlier this spring to replace our 6o
year-old unit and is now installed on the east side of the building. Fur-
ther duct work for the system is being done at the time of this writing.
The new system will be more efficient, and have remote controls, ena-
bling us to better keep the temperature stable in the Sanctuary. In ad-
dition to keeping us comfortable, good controls of our air conditioning
system are essential to care of our valuable organ and grand pianos in
the Sanctuary.

Wondering why “the boiler” is not also being
replaced? Our heating system is not as old as
the AC, and in fact we have not one “boiler”
but three different units. However, the new
thermostats and controls will work for the
heating as well as cooling of our facility, so
they are improvements for year-round
maintenance.

What's next?

Brick work for the second-oldest portion of
our building — the offices, library, and music wing — is planned. We
hope that tuck-pointing can be completed in this warm season.
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Northfield Noontime Organ Recitals

Northfield Noontime Organ Recitals open their twelfth season this
summer beginning June 27 and concluding on August 15. All six recitals
will be held during the Wednesday noon hour from 12:15 to 12:45 p.m.
with the following schedule:

Wednesdai, ‘une 27

News and Updates




