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Key Fall Dates

September 10
Installation of Kristin Partlo, Director of Ministry with Youth & Families

September 13
Orientation for Wednesday Programming / St. John’s Chorale Rehearsals Begin

September 17
Welcome Fest / Change to Fall Worship schedule at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

September 20
Afterschool Programs, Wednesday Night Meals, and Confirmation Classes Begin

o September 24
Ministry Fair between Services

“ October 22
MEA Fall Break - No Sunday School

A - "J October 29
. . . Reformation Sunday / Affirmation of Baptism for 10 graders
Inside this issue:
November 5

3 From Our Pastors All Saints Sunday

s St.John’s Forums this Fall November 29

Advent Fai
6 Children and Youth Ministries vent Fair
2023-2024 School Year December 10

7  Farewell to Emmanuel Kaghondi RGeSy

; December 17
8 Courageous Conversations
5 Children’s Christmas Program at 10:45 a.m.

10 Facilities Sustainability Work
December 24

10 Wednesday Nigh Meals Return 4™ Sunday of Advent Service at 10:00 a.m.

12 Welcome to Kristin Partlo - New Christmas Eve Worship at 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.

Director of Ministry with Youth December 25
& Families Christmas Day Worship at 10:00 a.m.
16 Fall Worship Schedule Christmas Day Dinner in St. John’s Hall
WORSHIP SERVICES RADIO BROADCASTS TV BROADCASTS
{88 t1 38 w dYon FodYd {dzyRI&as {SLM®+ of Bl WyiSt myT
LIVESTREAM . __ _yYon L oY® {dzyRIF&az ®{Y¥Sdi oLIm¥ ® ga Hi® k T Y,
bYon I dY® {dzyRIeaz | SqdPY ®pr BRAMImnyn! ackuppyaormmCa ®Y® s dYnn |
yYon s wmanYnp F®Y® { SLIUK aWTy NI RFAM2 oy § HYnn LIOY® 2 SRy S&aR



Join Us for Worship! www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Worship Services

9:30 a.m. Sundays, September 3 & 10
8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m., Sundays, September 17 & 24

Livestream

9:30 a.m. Sundays, Sept. 3 & 10
8:30 a.m. Sundays, Sept. 17 & 24
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Radio Broadcasts
9:30-10:30 a.m. Sundays, Sept. 3 & 10
8:30-9:30 a.m. Sundays, Sept. 17 & 24
KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

TV Broadcasts

7:30 p.m. Mondays

12:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Tuesdays
2:00 p.m. Wednesdays

7:00 p.m. Fridays

NTV Channel 187




From Our Pastors

Dear Friends in Christ,

Grief is a tricky and unpredictable thing. It shows up in ways and in
moments when we don’t expect it.

This summer, | was on a church mission trip to Nashville with middle
and high school youth, and a group of us walked right into grief we
didn’t expect or know was there. We were volunteering at a summer
program for youth, and we were assigned a number of tasks to do in
order to make the space ready for the children to show up the
following day. Tasks like moping the floors, cleaning the tables, etc.
But one task stood out — we were asked to take painted rocks and
place them around a newly planted tree in the backyard. This was
given to us as an ordinary task among the others.

But then the leader of the program, Ms. Toni, told us what the tree was
about. The tree had been planted in loving memory of 9-year-old
Hallie, who was killed in the school shooting in Nashville this past
March. Hallie’s mom had been a volunteer at this summer program,
and so they felt the need to do something to honor Hallie’s life. Thus,
the tree and the rocks handed painted by the children.

After learning this, our high school youth treated this moment with the
sanctity it deserved — gently choosing a painted rock, carefully walking
it outside, and thoughtfully placing it around the base of the tree. It
took us all of 2-minutes to do, but when the task was over, no one
moved. There was a palpable sense that this ordinary request was in
fact a holy ritual that we, as strangers, had been invited into. Feeling
like something was missing — that we couldn’t just go from this
moment to cleaning out the closet — we asked Ms. Toni if we could
pray a blessing around this tree. She said yes.

We all circled around the tree, reach out our hands to the people next
to us, and we prayed. It felt a bit awkward and beautiful all at the same
time, but it also felt very, very right. When the prayer ended, Ms. Toni
was weeping. She said, “I didn’t expect you all to do that. These past
few months have been so awful and so hard, and we haven’t taken a
moment to stop and pray and grieve. Thank you.”

None of us expected this national tragedy and communal grief to
come so close to us, but there it was — right in front of us. | doubt any
of us who were there will forget that moment for a long time. There
was a very real sense that God was present in that unexpected and
sacred moment.

In the gospel of Matthew, Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are
weary and carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.” | hear in
this that God makes holy our grieving spaces and promises to meet us
there.

Grief often surprises us. Not all grief is so tragic as what we
encountered in Nashville. But any grief is real and important. And it
pleads for our attention. Grief is always all around us, but especially in
a season of transitions like this one — as parents are sending their
children off to school for the first time or the last, as new and old jobs

Continued on page 4
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Prayer and Care
Ministry

VIIEINL,

Christ caring for people through people

If you are stressed or
are going through a difficult time,
you may benefit from a caring listening ear.

St. John’s Stephen Ministers
have been trained
to offer this kind of support.

Please call one of the pastors (507-645-4429)
to request a Stephen Minister if you feel this
could make a difference for you.

From Our Pastors
Continued from page 3

start or end, or as some trudge through the task of clearing out a loved
one’s home to get it ready for market.

When our grief shows up unexpectedly, or when you stumble into
someone else’s grief, | think our bodies and souls long to do
something about it. When that happens, | invite you to do what you
can to stop and take a deep breath, and find a way to mark the
moment. Maybe that means saying a prayer, or lighting a candle, or
simply putting your hand over your heart. Grief is hard, and it can also
be very sacred at the same time, because God promises to be with us
in that moment.

Peace and love,
Pastor Jonathan

¢

9 +hLlL/ 9 hC {Qf [ WBI Bw! b


mailto:macisar@gmail.com

St. John’s Forums this Fall:
Exploring the Bible with
Interfaith Sensitivity

Throughout the New Testament, the Jewish roots of Christian faith are
obvious. Jesus was a Jew, worshiped as Jew, and proclaimed the good
news to fellow Jews. In spite of, or perhaps because of, this very close
relationship to Judaism, early attempts to define Christianity’s
distinctiveness hardened into a fierce and deadly anti-Judaism. In the
aftermath of the Holocaust, all major Christian denominations,
including the ELCA, repented of this legacy; yet the recent rise in
anti-Jewish violence would indicate its lingering impact.

The Adult Ministry & Education Board has invited three noted
scholars in Jewish and Christian thought to examine this problem in
greater depth as we launch a year-long study of the New Testament in
its Jewish context. All three of the following forums will be held in the
Sanctuary at 9:45 a.m. between the two Sunday services:

October 1

Dr. Deanna Thompson - Martin Luther’s Anti-Judaism and Our
Contemporary Response

In 1543, Martin Luther published “On the Jews and Their Lies,” an
anti-Jewish diatribe filled with hateful and violent language towards
Jewish people. During this forum we will discuss the legacy of Luther’s
anti-Judaism and explore ways the ELCA has been working to repair
Luther’s legacy of harm against Jewish people, and what that work
means for us as Lutheran Christians today.

Dr. Deanna A. Thompson is Director of the Lutheran Center for Faith,
Values and Community and Martin E. Marty Regents Chair in Religion
and the Academy. Thompson’s work at St. Olaf focuses on advancing
the mission and programming of the Lutheran Center and promoting
interfaith dialogue both within and beyond St. Olaf. She is the author
of five books, including Crossing the Divide: Luther, Feminism, and the
Cross (Fortress, 2004) and a theological commentary on the biblical
book of Deuteronomy for the Westminster John Knox Belief
commentary series.

October 15
Earl Schwartz - “Who is like your people Israel, a singular nation?”: Jewish

“Chosenness” as a Source of Inspiration and Tension

Biblical history tells us something about when, where, and how Israel’s
distinctive identity as a people developed, but the extraordinary
endurance of the Jewish descendants of those Israelites would also
come to spawn questions about why it developed among these
particular people. Themes of divine decree, ancestry, and an
instructed way of life came to be associated with Jewish identity. What
can we learn, as heirs of Abrahamic traditions, from the ways in which
these themes have wended their way through this story?

Before his retirement, Earl Schwartz taught in the religion department
of Hamline University and was the university’s first director of its
program in social justice studies. He has also served on the faculty of
the Talmud Torah of St. Paul. He is the author of two books on Jewish
moral education and co-author with Rabbi Barry Cytron of When Life is

Continued on page 13
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Children and Youth

Children and Youth Ministries
2023-2024 School Year

St. John’s is excited to begin a new school year with our children and
youth!

Sunday school for children age 3 (by 9/1/23) to grade § starts with an
open house on Sunday, September 17, at 9:45 a.m. in the lower level of
St. John’s.

After the Open House, enjoy breakfast along with children’s activities
from 10:00-10:30 a.m. in St. John’s Hall.

Middle School and High School Youth Group - Watch for more details
in the Youth’s weekly emails.

Wednesdays...
ROCK, Reaching Out to Christ’s Kids, begins on

Wednesday, September 20.

ROCK, our Wednesday afterschool program, YO U.
is open to children in grades K-5. Wednesday

programs, consists of an afterschool snack, ROCK!
recreation, Catechism (grades 3-5), Kid’s Club

(K-2), music opportunities, art, and service
projects.

St. John’s, through Northfield Lines, provides afterschool buses to pick
up kids from Greenvale, Bridgewater and Spring Creek elementary
schools and from the Middle school for Prairie Creek students who
register for Wednesday programs. Make sure to indicate on the
registration form if your child would like to ride.

Catechism for Grades 3-5 is part of our Wednesday afterschool
program. Catechism begins on Wednesday, October 4. Watch for more
details in the Children’s weekly email.

Mark your calendars! 3 graders receive their Catechism book on
Sunday, September 24, at the 10:45 a.m.

Confirmation for Grades 6-9 begins on Wednesday, September 20.
Join us in Fellowship Hall (lower level) from 6:15-7:30 p.m. Watch for
details in the Youth’s weekly email.

If you are not receiving the Children’s and Youth Weekly emails and

would like to, please contact Julie at Children@StJohnsNorthfield.org

or Kristin Partlo at youth@StJohnsNorthfield.org and we will add your
email to our list.
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Get involved with Children’s
Programming at St. John’s

An ambitious array of activities means more volunteer opportunities
for St. John’s members - parents, grandparents, high school, and
middle school youth! Are you able to help on Wednesdays or
Sundays? Whether you enjoy working with large or small groups of
children or behind the scenes, there is a place for you. Many
opportunities can fit into your schedule.

Wednesday afternoons:
9 Snack Servers - help serve snacks on Wednesdays
1 Bus Angels - check children on the bus at one of the elementary
schools (about a § minute time frame)
1 Adults share a hobby/passion/interest with kids on Wednesdays

Sunday Mornings:

1 Sunday School Team Teachers

1 Nursery Volunteers
Please contact Julie Brehmer at children@StJohnsNorthfield.org or
507-645-4429, if you have questions. Our thanks to you in advance!

Farewell to Emmanuel Kaghondi

On August 13", we gathered to bless and say farewell to Emmanuel
Kaghondi. Emmanuel has been with us for 4 years, helping to lead our
youth and family ministries through COVID and into a more
connected future. Many thanks to Angie Gehring, the Youth Board,
Ted & Tricia Peterson, Doug Johnson, and all the other volunteers who
helped make it a celebratory send off!
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