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Planning Our Future Together

You are invited to participate in a series of gatherings to be held at St. John’s
this fall. We hope to hear from everyone as we imagine together how to build a
bright future for our congregation and community.

This is a great time to do some thoughtful planning. We have all experienced
such a disruption to our lives during the pandemic, and we learned new ways
of doing things and formed new habits. It doesn’t seem wise to assume that
things will automatically return to pre-pandemic patterns. For example, we
have found that some types of gatherings can work well with a remote option,
allowing additional people to participate. Our building isn’t set up to make that
as easy as it could be, but it seems like something we should consider
improving.

As another example, we want to think about the best uses of our physical
space. As community gatherings resume, could St. John’s Hall and our kitchen
be used in new ways? Do we have other spaces that could be used more
effectively or for new purposes? Even the parking lot might be reimagined as a
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From Our Pastors

Dear Friends in Christ:

Occasionally | get asked by outsiders, in a very general way, how
church has “handled the pandemic.” The question is phrased in such
a way that it sounds like they expect we had simply stopped in time,
and now are trying to “get back” to some place before March of 2020.

But we know that time did not stop in 2020. Children kept growing. All
of us kept getting older. People got married, people retired, people left
some jobs and began others. Health situations changed. Some of you
started new degree programs and, of course, many of us buried people
near and dear to us. And, during all this time, some people left
Northfield and other new neighbors moved in.

We are not the same community we were 30 months ago. There are
many new faces among us, and other faces that look quite different
than they did. In order to be church together in 2022, we need to not
simply look back, but look around at who we are NOW.

These first months of the program year we will be inviting you into
doing just that:

1. We will have “speed socials”: times to quickly meet a number of
people old and new, so you have somewhere to start conversa-
tions again the next time you see them.

2. We will have Wednesday Night Meals every week again. Take the
time to break bread with someone new in St. John’s Hall.

3. We will be starting work on a new picture directory, so we all have
a reminder of the names and faces who make up St. John’s now.

4. We will be inviting you into PEEL workshops next spring (see page
10), where you can try out seeing and being seen by someone else
new.

5. We will invite you into conversations about our facilities and
ministry going forward (see page 1), so that we can better align
who we are now with the ministry God is calling us to in this time.

This is a new time. It is not our job to judge it better or worse than
what came before, but to look clearly at our community and humbly
ask God for guidance in giving witness to the Gospel in this time. We
hope you’ll join us in this. There are lots of new companions on the
way waiting for you here.

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

h/ ¢h . 9wkbh+9a. 9w H N1 H H

From Our Pastors

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Pastor Jonathan Davis




Prayer and Care 3\” i‘dlﬂi%’ \87U nL—L’]\(»j

Ministry

November 6 is All Saints Sunday

This is the day the church particularly
gives thanks for those who have gone before us in faith.

St. John’s will remember by name those members who
have died in the past year, ringing the bell, and lighting candles in
memory of each of them.

Jane Koskovich
Marland Madson
Carolyn Moe Buzza
Duane Benson
Mary Ingbritsen
Virley Brown
Beverly Mahachek
Jim Bierman
Howard Thorsheim
David Gangsei
Sigrid Johnson
Lois Rand
Carole Nesheim
Gertrude Swanlund
Elvin Heiberg
Duane Kringen
Dale Gehring
Charlene Albers
Carol James
Otto Reitz
Arlene Sivanich

Christ caring for people through people
St. John’s also rejoices with thanksgiving at these new saints who have
entered the baptismal waters in the past year.

Leo Dale Kuehn
Luke Joseph Thorsheim
Sigrid Wanken
Eleanora Josephine Luckman
Robin Lawrence Lichti Hendrickson
Elijah Anthony Rydberg
Olive Mae Barvir
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Radio Broadcasts

August 7
Given in memory of Susie Gasho Rezac
by the Gasho Family.

August 14
Given by Gordie and Dodie Mickelsen
in memory of their son Brian who died 15 years ago this month.

August 21
Given by Elouise Quinnell and family
in memory of Milo Quinnell on his birthday on August 25.

August 28
Given in honor of the baptismal anniversary of Emily Judge-Becker
from her family.

September 4
Given in memory of Gert Brosz by Wil Brosz and family.

September 11
Given in loving memory of Cora (on her birthday) & Elmer Schultz and
Ken Struss by Marie Struss and Family.

September 18
No Broadcast - Power Outage in Northfield

September 25
Given by his family in loving memory of Fred ). Gaggioli
on the fifth anniversary of his passing into the next realm.

If you would like to
sponsor a broadcast ($160),
please contact the church office
by phone at 507-645-4429 or email at
office@StJohnsNorthfield.org.
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Children and Youth

34 Graders to Receive Bibles

3" graders and parents meet in St. John’s Hall on Saturday, October
29, from 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. for a Retreat on the Word - An Introduc-
tion to the Bible.

This class will be a primer on the Bible for students who will receive
their Bibles at the 8:30 a.m. service on Sunday, October 30. Please call
Pastor Pam or Julie Brehmer if your child is unable to attend either
day.

Toddler Time

Each month, children who are 2 years old (by 9/1/22) and our
preschool Sunday school class, along with

their parents, are invited to attend Toddler
*odd er time. Jenny Nystrom leads the children in
~ song, games, crafts and story time. Toddler

\ me Time meets at 9:50 a.m. in Room 14 (lower

level).

Here is the schedule for the year: Oct. 9,
November 13, December 11, January 15, February 12, March 12, April 23.
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Trunk or Treat, October 30 during
Sunday School, 10:00-10:30 a.m.,
at St. John'’s

Last year’s Trunk or Treat was so much fun, we’re doing it again this
year. Kids are invited to dress in costume and trick or treat at a variety
of decorated car trunks! Games and activities too!

Email Julie Brehmer at children@StjohnsNorthfield.org if you are
willing to decorate your car trunk, or help with games and activities.
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Confirmation Rally

The Northfield collaboration for confirmation J-term will kick off on
Wednesday, October 12, from 7:00-8:00 p.m. with a Confirmation
Rally at Northfield High School auditorium featuring the Lutheran
bluegrass band, “The Fleshpots of Egypt.”

Speaking will be Dr. Rolf Jacobson, Dean of Faculty and Professor at
Luther Seminary, on How to Care for One Another as Christians. We
invite parents and their youth to this event.

This event is a collaborative effort by Northfield area churches to bring
all confirmation students and their parents together.

Get involved with Children’s
Programming at St. John’s

An ambitious array of activities means more volunteer opportunities
for St. John’s members - parents, grand-
parents, high school and middle school
youth! Are you able to help on Wednes-
days or Sundays? Whether you enjoy
working with large or small groups of
children or behind the scenes, there is a
place for you. Many opportunities can fit into your schedule.

Wednesday afternoons:
e Snack Servers - help serve snacks on Wednesdays
e Bus Angels at Bridgewater - check children on the bus at one of
the elementary schools (about a § minute time frame)
e Adults share a hobby/passion/interest with kids on Wednesdays.

Sunday Mornings:
¢ Sunday School team teachers for Preschool
o Nursery volunteers
e Music volunteers

Please contact Julie Brehmer at children@StJohnsNorthfield.org or
507-645-4429, if you have questions. Our thanks to you in advance!
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