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High School Senior Recognition  
Sunday ς May 31 

On Sunday, May 31, we are excited to continue our annual tradition of            
recognizing our High School Seniors, to surround them with our prayers and 
blessing for whatever is ahead for them. 

The seniors will have roles in worship, along with a moment to celebrate and 
bless them. Following worship, seniors and their families and mentors are      
invited to a luncheon in St. John's Hall. 

As a special gift from St. John's, each senior receives their own beautiful quilt!   

/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΥ 
Owen Brownlee, Sam Froehle, Kailee Little, 
John Malecha, Clara Nelson, Osiris Perez, 

Kate Sand, Sydney Swedin 

DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇƭŀƴǎΗ 
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Join Us for Worship!  www.StJohnsNorthfield.org  

Worship Services  
8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m., Sundays 

Radio Broadcasts  
8:30 a.m. Sunday 

KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM 

kymnradio.net 

Livestream  
8:30 a.m. Sundays 

www.StJohnsNorthfield.org 

Video  
{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭ 

www.youtube.com/@St.JohnsNorthfield 

W ELCOME STATEMENT 

{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ  
ƎǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ  

ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  
Every day, Christ meets us all just as we are, extending love to 
people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 

sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, 
marital or relationship status, economic circumstance,  

educational achievement, political affiliation,  
or religious background. 

While we do not always agree,  
we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  

believing that God creates diversity,  
and loves and welcomes us. 

We warmly welcome you here. 

Blessing Box at St. John Ωs 

ά¢ŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛŦ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΤ 
ƭŜŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘΦέ   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ 
ά.ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ .ƻȄέΣ ŀ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻŦ нлмтΦ Lǘ 
is similar to the Little Libraries found around town except 
the Blessing box is filled with donated non-perishable food 
and personal hygiene products. The idea is that anyone 
who may be struggling can use the goods to make ends 
meet. The community is welcome to donate to the box 
ōŜƛƴƎ ƳƛƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΩǎ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΦ     
Donation Ideas (please check expiration dates): canned 
goods, pasta, flour, sugar, coffee, crackers, soap, mittens, 
toothbrush, baby items, such as diapers and pacifiers.  
The box is located in the drive-up on the north side of St. 
WƻƘƴΩǎΦ 
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Pastor Pam Fickenscher  

Pastor Jonathan Davis  

From Our Pastors  

From Our Pastors  

Dear Friends in Christ, 

LǘΩǎ aŀȅΗ 

This is that time of year when it feels like the days are extra -long      
and still they fly by. One parent I know began to refer to it as          
άaŀȅ-ŎŜƳōŜǊΣέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎ ǘƘŜ      
procession of end-of-year concerts, ceremonies, and commencements 
can feel like the spring version of the winter holidays. 

In the midst of all of these events that the secular calendar brings, it 
can be easy to lose the thread of our church calendar. Where are we 
exactly, in these latter Sundays of the Easter season? And what       
difference does Pentecost make when it falls on Memorial Day     
weekend? 

As much as our lives are driven largely by the rhythms of school 
changes and weather-related  opportunities, the church invites us in 
this season to a different kind of growth. On May 24 we pray that the 
Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ǳƴǎŜǘǘƭƛƴƎ ōǊŜŜȊŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ    
{ǳƴŘŀȅ ǿŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΦ 

When our rhythms are disrupted, it can be easy to feel like we are just 
staying afloat, but not really moving in a purposeful direction. Our 
ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƭƛǾŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƻΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǎŜǘ 
άǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴέ DƻŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜΦ [Ŝǘ ƳŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 
that might help the frantic rhythms of Minnesota summer from     
wearing away at your spiritual growth this season. None of them take 
much time, though if you have bigger chunks of time, you could sink 
into each of these for a whole day if you wanted. 

¶ (5 minutes) Return to Scripture. It can be as simple as committing 
over the summer to starting or ending your day with the daily   
ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴŀƭǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΦ   

¶ (5 minutes) Return to creation. Take 5 minutes each day to simply 
ƴƻǘƛŎƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎȅŎƭŜǎΦ ¢ŀƪŜ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻǊ 
write it down.  

¶ (5 minutes or more) Return to reflection. Meditate on where      
forgiveness and mercy showed up in your life today.  

¶ όƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘΧύ wŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ 
did any new advocacy, service or giving to your neighbors during 
WŀƴǳŀǊȅΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǊŜ ƴŜŜŘΣ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƴƻǿΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀ ōŀŘ 
time to strengthen connections in your community. 

The Spirit blows where it will, and we can seldom predict where it will 
move. But we can expect that God continues to move and guide us 
into places of life and growth. Whatever else changes in your life over 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ 
blowing.  

In peace and joy, 
Pastor Pam 
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 ??? Prayer and Care  

Ministry  

+   +   + 

Prayer Chain:   
Prayer requests are welcome for 

any concern or thanksgiving. 
Requests are kept confidential and 

not included in Sunday morning prayers 
unless specifically requested.   

Contact Mary Cisar with a prayer request or 
to become a prayer chain volunteer: 
macisar@gmail.com or 507-663-1097. 

 
 

Grief Care Resource:   
Care Notes are one of 

ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛŜŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΦ 
Stop by the Commons to pick one up 

for yourself or for a loved one. 
 
 

Grief Booklets:  
άWƻǳǊƴŜȅƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ DǊƛŜŦέ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ  
or those grieving the loss of loved ones. 

Contact one of the pastors if you would like 
a copy or if you would like to give a copy 

to a friend or family member. 

Advance Care Planning Open House  
Wednesday, May 6, 4:30 -6:00 p.m.  
Northfield Library, Bunday Room  

At this open house session, trained Advance Care Planning facilitators 
will be available to answer your questions and individually assist you 
in starting, completing, revising, and/or  
notarizing your health care directive. 

A health care directive is a document 
for putting your health care wishes into 
writing in the event you are incapacitat-
ed in the future. This is a way to make 
known your values and goals for care, 
and to gain peace of mind (and a 
thumbs-up from family members and   
medical providers!) 

Adults of all ages are welcome. Feel free to bring your own blank or 
partially-completed health care directive; blank documents will also 
be available. This event is free.   

Facilitated by the Northfield-based End of Life Choices Collective. 

Lifting Voices Very First Choir Concert  
Saturday, May 2, 1:00 p.m., FiftyNorth  

Join us for "Travelin' Tunes" under the direction of Kristin Kivell with 
the support of Dan Kallman at the piano. Lifting Voices, a new choir in 
Northfield for  people living with dementia, their care partners and  
volunteer singers, has been rehearsing since January. The group looks 
forward to sharing their music and stories with the community.       
Admission is free; donations are welcome. 

Stephen Ministry  

On Sunday, April 26, the following newly trained group of Stephen 
aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΥ 

Cheryl Buck, Chuck Cannon, Julie Cannon, David Nitz, 
Rhonda Reece, Craig Schultz, Kathy Shea, Jeff Wood 

They join current care givers available to meet regularly, one-on-one, 
with adults who could benefit from time with someone prepared to 
listen, pray together, and simply be  present. If you know of someone 
who could benefit from a Stephen Minister, call one of the pastors  
(507-645-4429) or Jo Franklin (720-281-5107). 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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Life and Growth  

+   +   +  

Baptisms  

April 12, 2026 
Tyson Michael Gorg 

Son of Morgan and Kolt Gorg 
 

April 12, 2026 
Bailey Michael Wayne Laabs 

Son of Ava Little and Joseph Laabs 
 

April 19, 2026 
Lyla Lynn Kehret 

Daughter of Brenda and Joshua Kehret 

Reminder of Deadlines  

Sunday Bulletin and E-Voice Announcements: 
Wednesday by 2:00 p.m. 

The Voice (June 2026 Edition):  
May 15 

Please send submissions electronically via email to Leah Garlie 
at office@StJohnsNorthfield.org or  

the Announcement Request Form found on our website. 

Radio Broadcasts  

April 5, 2026 
Given in loving memory of 

Ruth & John Ferguson 
ōȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ 

April 12, 2026 
DƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ !ƴƴ bƛŎƘƻƭǎƻƴΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ 

from her loving family. 

April 19, 2026 
Given in loving memory of Don McRae 
by Marilyn McRae Raadt and family. 

April 26, 2026 
Given in memory of 

Ken Struss and Elmer & Cora Schultz 
by Marie Struss and family. 

If you would like to  
sponsor a broadcast ($160),  

please contact the church office  
by phone at 507-645-4429 or email at  

office@StJohnsNorthfield.org. 

Please Join Us on a Mindful Walk  
 
The Faith & Health Board is pleased to invite the congregation and 
friends to a mindful walk at Hauberg Woods in Northfield. This gentle 

walk, approximately one mile in 
length, will focus on being     
present in the moment and  
observing the natural world, 
and will provide an opportunity 
for quiet contemplation in      
the spirit of community.      
Comfortable clothing and    
sturdy footwear recommended, 
as this is an unpaved path. 

Date: Thursday, June 4, from 7:00-8:15 p.m. 
Rain date: Friday, June 5 (same time) 

Please register by June 1 on CCB or on the sign -up sheet in the       
Commons. If you have any questions, you may contact Faith & Health 
Board member Debra Miller at debra.ehret@gmail.com.     

This date doesn't work for you? No worries! If there is sufficient       
interest in this event, the Faith & Health Board will schedule another 
mindful walk in the late summer or fall. 

St. John's Courageous Conversations 
Book Group Summer Discussion  

We invite you to join our summer discussion of 
Nonviolent: A Memoir of Resistance, Agitation and 
Love by the late Reverend James Lawson, Jr. and 
Emily Yellin. The group will meet every two 
weeks: May 7 & 21, June 4 & 18, July 2, 16 & 30, 
and August 13 on Zoom. 

Books are available for purchase at Content 
Bookstore in Northfield. Please contact 
dawn.tommerdahl@gmail.com to sign up and 
receive the reading plan and Zoom link. 

mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://stjohnsnorthfield.org/about/forms/
mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:debra.ehret@gmail.com
mailto:dawn.tommerdahl@gmail.com
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Children and Youth  

Important Dates for  
Children to Remember  

 
Sunday School Schedule 

May 3, 10 
 

Wednesday After School Schedule 
May 6 

 
YƛŘΩǎ bƛƎƘǘ hǳǘΗ DǊŀŘŜǎ Y-5 

Friday, May 1 
5:30-8:30 p.m. 

 
Last Day of Wednesday Programs 

Wednesday, May 6 
We are going to the YMCA!  

 
Last Day of Sunday School 

End of Year Event 
Sunday, May 10 

9:45 a.m.  
 

5th and 6th Grade Bridging Event 
Wednesday, May 27 

Sunday Morning  
Youth Group  

(Grades 6 -12) 
9:45 -10:30 a.m.  

On Sunday mornings during the school year, 
all youth are invited to meet 

in the Youth Room at 9:45 a.m. 
for treats, highs and lows, and 
interactive faith discussion. 

Each week we get a little practice using our 
Bibles and telling our shared story as a 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ 

Youth Group will meet 
on Sundays, May 3 and 10. 

Northfield Week at Good Earth Village  

June 21 ς 26 for Children in Grades 2 -6 
  
Here are the camp options: 
Discover Camp for kids in Grades 2-4, June 24-26 
Seekers Camp for kids in Grades 3-4, June 21-26 
Stargazers Camp for kids in Grades 5-6, June 21-26 
  
For Northfield Week use sponsorship codes: 
NORTHFIELD26FULL for Seekers and Stargazer Camps, sponsorship 
of $100 
NORTHFIELD26HALF for Discover Camp, sponsorship of $50 
 
You may also use GEV Discount Codes: 
SIBLING2026-use if more than one sibling is attending, 25% off 
 
Good Earth Village website: goodearthvillage.org/summer-programs/ 

ItΩs KidΩs Night Out at St. John Ωs! 

Games, pizza, along with more games, crafts and a movie! 

When:   Friday, May 1 
Who: K ς 5th graders 
Time:   5:30 ς 8:30 p.m. 
Where: {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ Iŀƭƭ 
Admission: A snack/family to 
share with the group. 

Friends are welcome! 

Please sign up on the bulletin board in the Commons or across from 
the Nursery. Questions? Contact Julie Brehmer at 507-645-4429 or  
children@StJohnsNorthfield.org. 

YMCA End of Year Celebration  
for K -5th  Grades  

{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ Yς5 are invited to the Northfield YMCA on 
Wednesday, May 6, for our End of Year celebration! The Wednesday 
after school buses will pick up at the elementary schools as they     
ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ŘƻΦ hƴŎŜ ƪƛŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǎ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά¸έΦ !ƭƭ ƪƛŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ 
Wednesday after school programs.  

IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴΥ 
¶ оΥпл ǇΦƳΦΥ .ǳǎ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά¸έ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ όǘƘŜ ōǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

on east side by the playground) 
¶ 4:00ς5:15 p.m.: Kids can play either in the gym or in the pool ς 

bring your swimsuit! 
¶ 5:15 p.m.: Parent pick up at the YMCA 

Parents, let Julie Brehmer know if you are willing to chaperone! 

goodearthvillage.org/summer-programs/
mailto:children@stjohnsnorthfield.org
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Children and Youth  

Coming this Summer to Northfield!  

Good Earth Village brings the fun of summer camp to Northfield!  

When: August 3-6, 8:45 a.m. ς 3:00 p.m. 
Who: Kids completing grades K-5 
Cost: $70 / camper (scholarships available) 

Want to give your kids a faith-filled camp experience ς without leaving 
Northfield? Good Earth Village Day Camp brings the energy, joy and 
spiritual impact of summer camp to us! 

GEV summer staff lead a week of songs, Bible study, worship, crafts, 
games, and connectionτall designed to help children grow in faith, 
friendship, and love for the church.   

More information and registration coming soon! 

5th  and 6 th  Grade Bridge Event  

As 5th graders prepare to move to the middle school next year, they'll 
have lots of questions. They will also be moving from Children's      
programming at St. John's to Youth programming. Likewise, 6th grade 
students are finishing up a big year of changes. 

On Wednesday, May 27, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. we'll get together with 
pizza, games, and a chance for 5th and 6th graders to connect around 
this time of transition. 

Summer Camp for 
PreK too!  

Snowball Mountain 
Challenge!  (VBS)  

Who:  For kids age 3 by 9/1/26 ς age 5 
When:  August 3-6, 9:00 a.m.- 11:00 a.m.  
Where:   {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
Cost:   $15/Child, Max of $30/Family  
(Please let Julie know if you need help with the cost.) 

IƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΣ .ŜǘƘŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
United Methodist Church. 

¶ We need volunteers Crew Leaders ς lead a small group of children 
to various stations 

¶ Station Assistants ς stations include music, crafts, 
games, Bible storytelling, science 

¶ Decorating and Prep ς prior to VBS 
¶ Nursery Care for VBS 

Youth are welcome to help too! 
If you are interested, please contact 
Julie Brehmer, children@StJohnsNorthfield.org. 

Scan to QR Code 

to Register 

Final Youth Events  
of the Year  

 
Sunday, May 3 

Last Youth Group 
 

Wednesday, May 6 
Confirmation and High School Youth Group 

Final Finale 
 

Sunday, May 21 
Senior Recognition Sunday 

mailto:Children@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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