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Inside this issue: Congrats Class of 2018!

On Sunday, May 6, during the 10:45 a.m. service, St. John’s will recognize our
graduating High School Seniors.

4 American Red Cross Blood Drive After worship, the seniors and their families, along with the students’ confirma-
tion mentors will share lunch in St. John’s Hall (from the Quarterback Club).

3 From Our Pastors

6 YMCA End of Year Celebration
for K-5t" Grade As a special gift from St. John's, each senior receives their own beautiful quilt!

’ g |
8 What is Happening with Youth God’s blessings on your future plans!

Ministry in 2018-2019? Congratulations to the following seniors from St. John’s:
11 Saturday Morning Discussion Emily Canedy, Anne France, Dylan Gehring,
Group Jacob Gonnerman, Viveka Hall-Holt, Caroline Hummel,
Jada Johnson, Matthew Knutson, Cole Little,
14 Library Ministry Ryan Malecha, Sam Motzko, Courtney Nelson,

Kenyon Nystrom, Jaime Rice, Griffin Rod
16 “Campfire Sing-Along”

WORSHIP SERVICES LIVE BROADCASTS TV BROADCASTS
8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Sundays 8:309:30 a.m. Sundays NTV Channel 187
FELLOWSHIP KYMN Radio 1080AM/95.1FM 7:30 p.m. Mondays

9:30 a.m. Sundays kymnradio.net 7:00 p.m. Fridays



Join Us for Worship! www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Worship Services

8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Sundays
8:30 & 10:00 a.m. Sundays beginning May 27

Nursery Hours

8:15 a.m. - Noon Sundays

Learning and Fellowship

9:45-10:30 a.m. Sundays
All Ages from September - May

Live Broadcasts

8:30-9:30 a.m. Sundays
KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

TV Broadcasts
7:30 p.m. Mondays

7:00 p.m. Fridays

NTV Channel 187




Dear Friends in Christ:

This month on Pentecost, we will be giving thanks for all the gifts of
the Spirit - the many ways we share in ministry together, visible and
invisible.

Our Stewardship Board wanted to lift up the many ways people give of
their time and talents, but we quickly realized that there was no way
we could generate a comprehensive list that could truthfully encom-
pass all the different roles we take in community. Some “volunteer
jobs” are well-defined, while others, no less important, are less about
particular times and places and more about the outpouring of a
person’s spiritual gifts into community.

We also want to make clear that giving of time and talent, like giving of
treasure, are acts of generosity that are the natural overflow of faith.

After 20 years of working in the church full-time, I've learned a few
things about generosity:

Generosity of time and generosity of treasure are often interlinked.

It’s almost never an either/or proposition, because both are part of
how we give our whole lives back to God. While what we have available
to us in treasure or ability may vary over a lifetime, generosity tends to
flow from one part of our lives to another.

Generosity has nothing to do with income or with how “busy” you are.
Some of the most limited income people give sacrificially year after
year. Some of the busiest people are the most reliable volunteers. It
seems that God always provides what we need in gifts of both treasure
and time to accomplish important mission. When we answer God’s
call, there will be enough.

Generosity does have something to do with trust. Generally speaking,
people give when they care deeply about a place and when they are
engaged enough to trust that their gifts will be used wisely. That’s why
it’s so important for a congregation to be a good steward of gifts, being
both efficient in the use of money, careful about honoring the use of
time, and extremely compassionate in how it treats people.

Generosity grows when we take risks. Someone who has not had a
habit of giving rarely decides to become generous when their income
goes up. Usually it’s more the other way around — someone learns that
giving sacrificially feels good, and once they know that feeling, they
want to continue it even when their circumstances change, whether for
better or for worse. The same is true for gifts of time — the most exhila-
rating gifts of talent are the ones when we try out something new or
grow our skills.

Over the past months many of you have stepped out in boldness in
your generosity — giving extra to our Grace Overflowing Campaign, or
stepping up to a new volunteer role, or simply extending your own
relationship circle a little outside your comfort zone. THANK YOU!

The waters of our baptism call us over and over again to trust that
God’s grace will overflow. As we celebrate the gifts of the Spirit, let us
continue to trust that these waters do not run dry.

Pastor Pam Fickenscher
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From Our Pastors

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Pastor Jonathan Davis




Stephen Ministry:
Our Labyrinth - A Peaceful Path

The 10™ Annual World Labyrinth Day is May s. Through history,
labyrinths have served as a substitute for making pilgrimages to holy
sites like Jerusalem or Rome.

Prayer and Care
Ministry

Embedded in the tile floor pattern in the Commons is a labyrinth. If
you enter the labyrinth and follow the path, it will lead to the center
and then back out again. Basically, it’s walking a meditative path that
is laid out before you. You just walk and follow the path that allows
you to quiet your mind.

When you enter the labyrinth, consider your intentions for walking
with a question, statement, or image. Focus and quiet your mind. Here
are some questions to ponder when walking the labyrinth:

e What do | need from this walk?
e What questions am | carrying in my heart?

e Am | perceiving reality truthfully?

e Is there something that does not fit in my path?

e Dol have a decision to make?

e What is my next step?

e Isitagood step for me?

As you walk, you are looking inward and outward trying to be in
relationship and harmony with yourself, others, and God. The path is
walked slowly and contemplatively as a spiritual exercise of bringing
mind, body, heart, and soul into harmony with God.

If you or someone you know, could benefit from sharing what’s on
your mind, contact a pastor (507-645-4429) or Joan Halvorson
(507-645-8445) and request a Stephen Minister.

From the Faith & Health Board:
American Red Cross Blood Drive

On Wednesday, June 6, from 8:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m., the American Red
Cross will hold a blood drive at St. John’s. Here are a few reasons why
t . yougheuld qangidsr donatingblpasl:r s

o Every day in the U.S., roughly 41,000 blood donations are needed.
That means nearly every two seconds someone needs blood.

er

PrAY€{ Blood products are essential for the treatment of accident victims,
> a NgrgicA ahdfsi&€cdil Hiseadk paffents, those receiving cancer
treatments, premature babies, and others.
o Every donation may help save up to three lives.

e Patients are counting on us to y
donate blood. American

LI Red Cross

Appointment times will be sched-

uled mid-May. For more information
or to schedule an appointment con-
tact Jennifer Edwins at 507-645-9653.
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Learning and Fellowship in May

May 6:
Youth Ministry in the 21* Century: Youth Transition Team Update

Since February, and in light of staff turnover, a small group of adult
leaders (Youth Transition Team) have been meeting to discern what
we want for our youth here at St. John’s. This is a big question and a
big task. They will present on what they have been learning and some
suggestions to consider for next steps in this process of discernment.
Please join us for this important conversation!

May 13:
Intergenerational Event: Personal Care Kits

May 20:
Stewardship Celebration of Time and Talents

PERSONAL CARE KITS INTERGENERATIONAL EVENT
Sunday, May 13, 9:45-10:30

ITEMS NEEDED: ¥ ITEMS NEEDED:

Dark Wide Tooth

Bath Comb

Towels ombs W
Clipp

450z
; < - Bath Soap Bars
Deposit in "Personal Care Kit" box by St. John's Women
ulletin board, or in the baskets in the Commons.

St Joris
() butheran Worlg Rete Wornéh

Blessing and Sending of
Rebekah Thomas - May 20

Rebekah Thomas, a senior St. Olaf Stu-
dent, has been one of our Youth Ministry
Support Staff this past year, helping with
our Wednesday and Sunday programing.
She has been such a gift to us with her
bright spirit, caring heart, and leadership
in youth ministry. Rebekah is graduating
from St. Olaf this month and, in June, she
will be leading our Middle School Mission
Trip to Milwaukee, WI. Following her time
here and at St. Olaf, Rebekah will start seminary in the fall, while work-
ing as a youth director in Montana.

On Sunday, May 20, during worship, we will say thank you to
Rebekah for her ministry here and will surround her with our prayers
and blessings for her bright future. Please join us to give thanks for
Rebekah!

a ! | H N MYy

Life and Growth



mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org

Children and Youth

Andy’s Gang,
Shores of St. Andrews Bible Camp,
June 24-29

Kids in 2™ - 5™ grades! We'd love to have you join us at Shores of St.
Andrew Bible Camp this summer in New London, MN. Feel free to
invite a friend!

St. John's will be attending the week of June 24-29.

To find out more info about camp or to register online, go to http://
www.gllm.org/. Everyone receives money from St. John’s towards their
registration fee, so please pay only the deposit of $125.

If you are in need of a scholarship, please feel free to talk with Julie
Brehmer. We want everyone have the opportunity to attend.

YMCA End of Year Celebration
for K-5" Grades

All St. John’s children in grades kindergarten - 5™ are invited to
the Northfield YMCA on Wednesday, May 16, for our end of year
celebration!

We’ll be boarding our Wednesday after school bus to take to the “Y”.
Even if you did not ride our bus during the school year, you are
welcome to hop on board.

Here’s the plan:

e 3:45 p.m.: Bus leaving St. John’s for the Y - meet the bus on the
east side of the building by the playground.

e 4:00 p.m.: Snack at the Y

e 4:15-5:15 p.m.: Kids can play either in the gym or in the pool.
Kindergarteners need an adult with them in the pool.

e 5:15 p.m.: Parent pick up at the YMCA

A YMCA permission form is needed for each child to participate. They
will be available in the lower commons. Parents - If you can help

chaperone, please email Julie at children@StJohnsNorthfield.org.
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Third Grade CAT Retreat

Third graders, along with their parent(s),
are invited to attend our last Catechism H O L Y

retreat of the year on Wednesday, May 2,

from 5:30-6:45 p.m. in the Undercroft. Our /
topic is the Sacrament of Holy Communion. '
At the retreat our third graders, along with

their parents, will be making Communion COMMUN[ON
bread to share with the congregation at the

May 6 worship services.

Please RSVP to Julie Brehmer at 507-645-4429 or
children@StJohnsNorthfield.org or if you are unable to attend.

/ Aﬂ?Afa

VBS is Commg June 1 14
For Age 3 (by 9/1/18) - 2" Grade (completed)
9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
Experience the ride of a lifetime with God!
Experience the ride of a lifetime with God!
Along the river, children discover that life with God

is an adventure full of wonder and surprise, and that they can trust
God to be with them through anything.

St. John’s, Bethel, Emmaus and St. Peter’s Churches come together to
provide this fun-filled summer camp experience.
This year’s VBS is at Emmaus Church.

The cost is $15.00 per child with a $30.00 family limit.
(Scholarships available)

Registration forms will be available in the lower and upper Commons
and online at St. John’s website, www.StJohnsNorthfield.org.

We need many volunteers for Rolling River Rampage!

e Small Group Helpers - lead a small group of children to various
stations

e Station Leaders and Assistants — lead music, crafts, games, Bible
storytelling, snacks

e Decorating and Prep — prior to VBS

e Help with Registration on Monday, June 11

e Nursery Care

If you are willing to help please call Julie Brehmer at 507-645-4429 or
email at children@StJohnsNorthfield.org or fill out the Volunteer page
in the Registration packet if you are willing to help.
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News and Updates

What is Happening with Youth
Ministry at St. John’s in 2018-2019?

In the February Newsletter, we shared that a small group of adults
would be gathering to talk about what we want the future of youth
ministry to look like at St. John’s. We are calling this group the Youth
Transition Team. The work of this group has proven to be a much
bigger conversation than anticipated, as there is much to learn and
think about regarding current trends and best practices for youth
ministry in the 21* Century.

This group has been meeting with Karen Gieseke, from Luther Semi-
nary, who has taught us about the original purpose of things like
Sunday school and youth groups when they started developing in the
late 19" and early 20" Century. This has led us into big questions like
— what is the purpose of youth ministry here at St. John’s in this time and
place? What do we want our youth to experience during their time here?

These are important questions and conversations that we want to
have with parents, youth, and other adults. The Youth Transition
Team will lead an adult forum on May 6 to share about our process of
learning and some of our suggestions going forward. Your participa-
tion in this conversation is critical to the future of youth ministry at
St. John's. Please plan to attend.

Following discussions with the St. John's Executive Committee and the
Church Council, we have decided to continue with our current interim
staffing structure for 2018-2019. We feel strongly that discerning a

faithful future for youth ministry at St. John’s warrants additional time.

Angie Gehring will be staying on as Youth Ministry Support Staff, and
we will be looking for another Youth Ministry Support Staff person to
help out with Wednesday and Sunday programing. Our current staff
person, Rebekah Thomas, graduates in May and begins seminary and
a youth directorship in Montana this fall.

Stay tuned for further updates and do not hesitate to direct questions
to Pastor Jonathan at §07-645-4429 or jdavis@StJohnsNorthfield.org.
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