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Wednesday, Sept. 14 Orientation for Wednesday Programs

for Grades K-12 and Parents

Sunday, Sept. 18 - Education Hour for All Ages
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Afterschool Programming
Confirmation and High School Youth Group
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Planning Our Future Together

You are invited to participate in a series of gatherings to be held at St. John’s
this fall. We hope to hear from everyone as we imagine how to build a bright
future for our congregation and community.

This is a great time to do some thoughtful planning. We have all experienced
such a disruption to our lives during the pandemic, and we learned new ways
of doing things and formed new habits. It doesn’t seem wise to assume that
things will automatically return to pre-pandemic patterns. For example, we
have found that some types of gatherings, done remotely or as a hybrid, allow
additional people to participate. Our building isn’t always set up to make that
work as well as it could, but it seems like something we should continue.

As another example, we want to think about the best uses of our physical
space. As community gatherings resume, could St. John’s Hall and our kitchen
be used in new ways? Do we have other spaces that could be used more
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Join Us for Worship! www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Worship Services

8:30 & 10:00 a.m. Sundays thru September 11
8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Sundays starting September 18

Livestream

8:30 a.m. Sundays
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Radio Broadcasts

8:30-9:30 a.m. Sundays
KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

TV Broadcasts

7:30 p.m. Mondays

12:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Tuesdays
2:00 p.m. Wednesdays

7:00 p.m. Fridays

NTV Channel 187




From Our Pastors

Dearest People of St. John's,

Thank you for the lovely blessing for me and for my time on Sabbatical
during worship on July 10.

As many of you know, | begin a 3-month sabbatical on July 11. A sab-
batical is an intentional time of rest, reflection, and rejuvenation, born
from the Biblical tradition of taking sabbath. While not required of any
pastor or congregation, ELCA congregations are urged to carve out
these moments of rest and reflection both for the health of the pastor
and for the health of the congregation. St. John's offers a sabbatical to
its pastors every 6-years of service.

Thank you for granting me this time away. | know that this is a unique
opportunity that is all too rare for the majority of people; | do not take
this time for granted.

Many of you have asked what | will be up to during this time. My
sabbatical will be anchored by a two-week trip to Scotland with my
family and a 10-day trip to the Cayman Islands with a very dear friend.
As | have mentioned before in a sermon, one of the most spiritually-
filled and peaceful experiences for me is swimming deep in a body of
water. On this trip, | hope to fulfill a life-long dream of scuba diving in
the ocean. In between these adventures, | plan to spend time at home
with my family, gardening and (hopefully) building a trellis for a new
walking garden, reconnecting with old friends and colleagues, and
finally tackling some of the half-read books on the nightstand.

While | am gone, Pastor Mark Rydberg will be assisting Pastor Pam
with a number of pastoral responsibilities. While | am taking a break
from pastoring during this time, | will still be out and about in the
community. If we bump into each other, | would be glad to say hi. | just
kindly ask that we not talk about St. John's or any other pastoral relat-
ed matters.

And please know this - | will miss you. Yes, | am ready for and very
much looking forward to this time away. But | also cherish the time
and interactions with you each week. In conversations, | discovered
that much of sabbatical feels like a time of fasting - intentionally taking
a break from good and meaningful things that feed you, so as to be
reminded of the gift and need for what one has lived without.

Once again, | am deeply grateful for this unique and generous
opportunity. | plan to be back in the office on Monday, October 3,
rested and refreshed for exciting years ahead at St. John's.

With love for each one of you,
Pastor Jonathan
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From Our Pastors

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Pastor Jonathan Davis




What is a Parish Nurse?

Prayer and Care

o o | have been asked this question many times since | started my work
Min IStry here at St. John’s, so | thought it might be helpful to share with you.

Parish nursing is a growing specialty practice of professional nursing
that is recognized by the American Nursing Association as Faith
Community Nursing (FCN). Faith Community Nursing’s focus is on
intentional care of the spirit, whole-person health promotion, with the
goal of preventing or minimizing illness. It is a ministry that is
embraced by many different religions and Christian denominations as
well as other faith traditions throughout the world. Parish nurses
perform different services based on each congregation’s needs. Here
are some ways | help in our community at St. John’s:
e Assess health needs of congregation members.
¢ Provide health education to individuals and groups.
e Make home, care center, and hospital visits as needed.
e Advocate for those who need help accessing resources in the
community.
e Help strengthen the spiritual health of those going through
crises.
e Assist in creating conversations around end-of-life care and
other critical health care decision-making.

Feel free to reach out if you have any questions or concerns. | look
forward to talking with you.

~Sally Lindell RN, FCN

stephien

Christ caring for people through people

J dfhon age stressedeorrarp geing torough a difficult time,
you may benefit from a caring listening ear.

St. John’s Stephen Ministers have been trained
anld affe té’ ?fﬁlsr tglsnklpdgfsupport.
Please call one of the pastors (507-645-4429)
to request a Stephen Minister
if you feel this could make a difference for you.
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Radio Broadcasts

June s
Given by Bob and Sandra Nyvall
in honor of their 60" wedding anniversary.

June 12
Given by Dick and Donna Werdahl
in honor of the 67" wedding anniversary.

June 19
Given in memory of Jim Bierman by family and friends.

June 26
Given by friends of St. John’s.

July 3

Given in memory of Edgar Larson by Helen Larson and family.

July 10
Given in memory of Millie Berg by Dallas Berg.

July 17
Given by Marie Benson and family
in memory of Duane Benson on his 83 birthday on July 21.

July 24
Given by Dale and Karen Schuette
in celebration of their 56" wedding anniversary on July 23.

July 31
Given by Chuck and Anita Hellie
in memory of siblings Greg and John Hellie and Ron Svard.

If you would like to
sponsor a broadcast ($160),
please contact the church office
by phone at 507-645-4429 or email at
office@StJohnsNorthfield.org.
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Children and Youth

Children and Youth Ministries
2022-2023 School Year

St. John’s is excited to begin a new school year with our children and
youth!

Sunday school for children age 3 (by 9/1/22) to grade § starts with an
open house on Sunday, September 18 at 9:45 a.m. in the lower level of
St. John’s.

After the Open House, enjoy breakfast along with children’s activities
(hopefully outside) from 10:00-10:30 a.m.

Middle School and High School Youth Group — Watch for more details
in the Youth’s weekly emails.

Wednesdays...
ROCK, Reaching Out to Christ’s Kids, begins on
Wednesday, September 21.
ROCK, our Wednesday afterschool program, is YO U'
open to children in grades K-5. Wednesday pro- ,
grams, for all grade levels, consists of an after- ROCK,
school snack, recreation, Catechism, Kid’s Club,
music opportunities, art, and service projects.

St. John’s, through Benjamin Bus, provides an afterschool bus to pick
up kids from Greenvale, Bridgewater and Spring Creek elementary
schools and from the Middle school for Prairie Creek students who
register for Wednesday programs. Make sure to indicate on the regis-
tration form if your child would like to ride!

Catechism for Grades 3-5 is part of our Wednesday afterschool pro-
gram. Catechism begins on Wednesday, October 5. Watch for more
details in the Children’s weekly email.

Mark your calendars! 3 and 4™ graders receive their Catechism book
on Sunday, September 25, at the 10:45 a.m.

Confirmation for Grades 6-9 begins on Wednesday, September 21.
Join us in Fellowship Hall (lower level) from 6:15-7:30 p.m. Watch for
details in the Youth’s weekly email.

If you are not receiving the Children’s and Youth Weekly emails and
would like to, please contact Julie Brehmer at Chil-
dren@StjohnsNorthfield.org or Emmanuel Kaghondi at
Youth@StJohnsNorthfield.org and we will add your email to our list.
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Online Registration for Children and
Youth 2022-2023 School Year

Check out St. John’s website at www.StJohnsNorthfield.org or scan the

QR code to register online for the 2022-2023 school year plus

- information on how to volunteer for upcoming events

E?ﬁp@ and programs. We appreciate registrations turned in

&Eé__ A | by September 7 for returning members. Visitors and
o

af

new members are invited to register at any time
2 | during the year.

Please contact Julie Brehmer or Emmanuel Kaghondi

at 507-645-4429 if you have questions regarding
programming.

Get involved with Children’s
Programming at St. John’s

An ambitious array of activities means more volunteer opportunities
for St. John’s members - parents, grandparents, high school and mid-
dle school youth! Are you able to help on Wednesdays or Sundays?
Whether you enjoy working with large or small groups of children or
behind the scenes, there is a place for you. Many opportunities can fit
into your schedule.

Wednesday afternoons:

Snack Servers - help serve snacks on Wednesdays

Recreation Helpers - supervise kids in game areas

Bus Angels - check children on the bus at one of the elementary
schools (about a § minute time frame)

Kid’s Club assistants for grades K-2"

Adults share a hobby/passion/interest with kids on Wednesdays.

Sunday Mornings:
¢ Sunday School team teachers
e Nursery volunteers
e Music volunteers

Please contact Julie Brehmer at children@StJohnsNorthfield.org or
507-645-4429, if you have questions. Our thanks to you in advance!

Pool Party on August 3
Northfield area churches invited families to a Pool Party at the North-
field Outdoor Pool on Wednesday, August 3. Churches provided free
food courtesy of the Knights of Columbus food truck.
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Children and Youth
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