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and Youth Programs, 2023-2024!
Check out St. John’s website at:
stjohnsnorthfield.org/congregational-life/. E35 ]
— Click on “Children” or “Youth” to find out more .;.-,.:"i"‘fl N
about the programs available. E ,,Eﬁﬂ
Register your children/youth by using the ¥ -

Night to Unite on August 1

St. John’s will again be hosting our annual Night to Unite celebration. This is a
part of a national program that encourages neighbors to come together on the
first Tuesday in August to strengthen community and increase the safety of
neighborhoods.

The celebration will include a picnic style meal along with a bouncy tent,
emergency vehicle tours, and games.

Please let Angie Gehring know if you can provide/help with one of the
following:
e help set up tables, chairs, and other needed items outside beginning
around 3:30 p.m.
¢ help with clean-up beginning at 7:00 p.m.

Contact Angie at sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org or 507-645-4429.

RADIO BROADCASTS
9:3010:30 a.m. Sundays
KYMN Radio 1080AM/95.1FM
kymnradio.net

TV BROADCASTS
NTV Channel 187
7:30 p.m. Mon. / 7:00 p.m. Fri.

2:00 p.m. Wednesdays

12:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Tuesdays


mailto:sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org

Join Us for Worship!

Worship Services

9:30 a.m. Sundays

Livestream

9:30 a.m. Sundays
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Radio Broadcasts

9:30-10:30 a.m. Sundays
KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

TV Broadcasts

7:30 p.m. Mondays

12:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Tuesdays
2:00 p.m. Wednesdays

7:00 p.m. Fridays

NTV Channel 187

www.StJohnsNorthfield.org




Successful Middle and High School
Mission Trip to Nashville!

In June, Pastor Jonathan and Emmanuel lead 28 youth and 6 other
adult chaperones (three of whom were former youth at St. John’s —
Jaida Gehring, Mia Becker, and Seth Hansen!) to Nashville for a
mission trip. This trip included
youth and chaperones from St.
Peter’s and First UCC. It was re-
ally great to create community
and connections be-
tween our churches!

THISTLE FAR|

On Saturday, June 24, we drove
¥ to St. Louis and stayed over at a

local church. We worshiped at Geth-
semane Lutheran Church that next
morning and then  visited the St.
Louis Arch! On Sunday afternoon,
we hit the road for Nashville!

During the week, we were divided
into three separate service groups,
which would leave our church
homebase around 9:00 a.m. each
day (with bag lunches in tow) and
not return until 7:00 p.m. or so.
Each day was divided into morning
and afternoon service projects.

Throughout the week, partici-
=] pants spent time serving meals

“"‘“’" the Inn of Nashville), volunteer-
"4&8 ing at a local church garden (The
Giving Garden), sorting medical
. supplies to be  donated (Project
CURE), and working with com-
munity youth programs (Preston

Taylor Ministries of Nashville).

Each group also spent a morning
driving around the city, learning
about the history of its neighbor-
hoods and praying for the places
of struggle and care. Each person

Continued on page 12
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Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Pastor Jonathan Davis




Prayer and Care
Ministry

Christ caring for people through people

Radio Broadcasts
in June and July

June 4, 2023
Given by Duane Engstrom
in memory of Marlene Engstrom on her birthday today.

June 11, 2023
Given in memory of Steve Swanson by Judy Swanson.

June 18, 2023
Given in memory of Pam Schwandt.

June 25, 2023
Given in celebration of
Lowell & Barbara Johnson’s 70" wedding anniversary.

July 2, 2023
Given in memory of Edgar Larson
by Helen Larson and family.

July 9, 2023
Given in celebration of Shirley Falck’s 9o™ birthday on July 11.

July 16, 2023
Given by Cindy Clauson in honor of her family.

July 23,2023
Given by Marie Benson and family
in memory of Duane Benson on his birthday, July 21.

July 30,2023
Given in memory of Howard Thorsheim by David & Martha Brown.

If you would like to
sponsor a broadcast ($160),
please contact the church office
by phone at 5§07-645-4429 or email at
office@StJohnsNorthfield.org.
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St. John’s Forums this Fall:
Exploring the Bible with
Interfaith Sensitivity

Throughout the New Testament, the Jewish roots of Christian faith are
obvious. Jesus was a Jew, worshiped as Jew, and proclaimed the good
news to fellow Jews. In spite of, or perhaps because of, this very close
relationship to Judaism, early attempts to define Christianity’s
distinctiveness hardened into a fierce and deadly anti-Judaism. In the
aftermath of the Holocaust, all major Christian denominations,
including the ELCA, repented of this legacy; yet the recent rise in
anti-Jewish violence would indicate its lingering impact.

The Adult Ministry & Education Board has invited three noted
scholars in Jewish and Christian thought to examine this problem in
greater depth as we launch a year-long study of the New Testament in
its Jewish context. All three of the following forums will be held in the
Sanctuary at 9:45 a.m. between the two Sunday services:

October 1

Dr. Deanna Thompson - Martin Luther’s Anti-Judaism and Our Contem-
porary Response

In 1543, Martin Luther published “On the Jews and Their Lies,” an
anti-Jewish diatribe filled with hateful and violent language towards
Jewish people. During this forum we will discuss the legacy of Luther’s
anti-Judaism and explore ways the ELCA has been working to repair
Luther’s legacy of harm against Jewish people, and what that work
means for us as Lutheran Christians today.

Dr. Deanna A. Thompson is Director of the Lutheran Center for Faith,
Values and Community and Martin E. Marty Regents Chair in Religion
and the Academy. Thompson’s work at St. Olaf focuses on advancing
the mission and programming of the Lutheran Center and promoting
interfaith dialogue both within and beyond St. Olaf. She is the author
of five books, including Crossing the Divide: Luther, Feminism, and the
Cross (Fortress, 2004) and a theological commentary on the biblical
book of Deuteronomy for the Westminster John Knox Belief
commentary series.

October 15
Earl Schwartz - “Who is like your people Israel, a singular nation?”: Jewish

“Chosenness” as a Source of Inspiration and Tension

Biblical history tells us something about when, where, and how Israel’s
distinctive identity as a people developed, but the extraordinary
endurance of the Jewish descendants of those Israelites would also
come to spawn questions about why it developed among these
particular people. Themes of divine decree, ancestry, and an
instructed way of life came to be associated with Jewish identity. What
can we learn, as heirs of Abrahamic traditions, from the ways in which
these themes have wended their way through this story?

Before his retirement, Earl Schwartz taught in the religion department
of Hamline University and was the university’s first director of its
program in social justice studies. He has also served on the faculty of
the Talmud Torah of St. Paul. He is the author of two books on Jewish
moral education and co-author with Rabbi Barry Cytron of When Life is

Continued on page 13
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Life and Growth




Children and Youth

Children and Youth Ministries
2023-2024 School Year

St. John’s is excited to begin a new school year with our children and
youth!

Sunday school for children age 3 (by 9/1/23) to grade § starts with an
open house on Sunday, September 17, at 9:45 a.m. in the lower level of
St. John’s.

After the Open House, enjoy breakfast along with children’s activities
(hopefully outside) from 10:00-10:30 a.m.

Middle School and High School Youth Group - Watch for more details
in the Youth’s weekly emails.

Wednesdays...
ROCK, Reaching Out to Christ’s Kids, begins on

Wednesday, September 20.

ROCK, our Wednesday afterschool program, YO U.
is open to children in grades K-5. Wednesday

programs, for all grade levels, consists of an ROCK!
afterschool snack, recreation, Catechism, Kid’s

Club, music opportunities, art, and service
projects.

St. John’s, through Benjamin Bus, provides an afterschool bus to pick
up kids from Greenvale, Bridgewater and Spring Creek elementary
schools and from the Middle school for Prairie Creek students who
register for Wednesday programs. Make sure to indicate on the regis-
tration form if your child would like to ride!

Catechism for Grades 3-5 is part of our Wednesday afterschool
program. Catechism begins on Wednesday, October 4. Watch for more
details in the Children’s weekly email.

Mark your calendars! 3 graders receive their Catechism book on
Sunday, September 24, at the 10:45 a.m.

Confirmation for Grades 6-9 begins on Wednesday, September 20.
Join us in Fellowship Hall (lower level) from 6:15-7:30 p.m. Watch for
details in the Youth’s weekly email.

If you are not receiving the Children’s and Youth Weekly emails and

would like to, please contact Julie at Children@StJohnsNorthfield.org
or Pastor Jonathan Davis at jdavis@StJohnsNorthfield.org and we will

add your email to our list.
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Get involved with Children’s
Programming at St. John’s

An ambitious array of activities means more volunteer opportunities
for St. John’s members - parents, grandparents, high school and mid-
dle school youth! Are you able to help on Wednesdays or Sundays?
Whether you enjoy working with large or small groups of children or
behind the scenes, there is a place for you. Many opportunities can fit
into your schedule.

Wednesday afternoons:
e Snack Servers - help serve snacks on Wednesdays
e Bus Angels - check children on the bus at one of the elementary
schools (about a § minute time frame)
e Kid’s Club assistants for grades K-2"
o Adults share a hobby/passion/interest with kids on Wednesdays.

Sunday Mornings:
¢ Sunday School team teachers
o Nursery volunteers
e Music volunteers

Please contact Julie Brehmer at children@StjohnsNorthfield.org or
507-645-4429, if you have questions. Our thanks to you in advance!

Fun at VBS This Year!

Thanks for being a part of VBS this summer. We had a wonderful time
with our theme, “Hero Hotline”. Thanks to our wonderful volunteers
from St. John’s: Arielle and Anders Loy, Jonah Brownlee, Eleanor and
Arthur Godfrey, Izzy and Maddy Rudser.

Children and Youth
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