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A retreat with Alan Storey Twin Cities: April 17-18, 2026

Daniel Erlander
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Northfield: April 24-25, 2026

Rev. Alan Storey is a gospel
storyteller and facilitator of
personal and political
change. He is the author of
the 2025 Andrew Murray
Desmond Tutu Prize winning
The bell, banners &
blasphemy.

Register: alanstoreyinminnesota.org

BRIEF HISTORY OF Goprg UNEOLDy oy ¢ 1oME THEENTIRE A sliding-scale registration fee includes a Friday

opening dinner, lunch on Saturday, and a copy of
Manna and Mercy.

Holy Week and Easter

Thursday, April 2 - Maundy Thursday
Holy Communion
12 noon and 7:00 p.m.
(7:00 p.m. service will be livestreamed and broadcast on KYMN)

Friday, April 3 - Good Friday
Liturgy of Good Friday
12 noon and 7:00 p.m.
(7:00 p.m. service will be livestreamed and broadcast on KYMN)

Celebration of the Resurrection
Sunday, April 5 - Easter Sunday
8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
(8:30 a.m. service will be livestreamed and broadcast on KYMN)
Easter Breakfast from 9:00-11:00 a.m.
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Join Us for Worship! www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Worship Services

8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m., Sundays

Livestream

8:30 a.m. Sundays
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Radio Broadcasts

8:30 a.m. Sunday
KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

Video

St. John’s YouTube Channel
www.youtube.com/@St.JohnsNorthfield




From Our Pastors

Dear Friends in Christ,

For many, many years now, | have often begun my sermons with this
prayer:

Spirit of the Living God, come now and grow our faith. Come and deepen
our hope. Come and strengthen our love. Come and water within each of
us the desire to be your faithful friends forever. Amen.

This is a prayer | learned from Rev. Alan Storey — and it has been
echoing within me ever since. | find it to be such a centering prayer
that names both who we long for — the Living God — and what we long
for — a growing faith, a deeper hope, a stronger love, and a more
faithful friendship. As of now, it is a prayer that has yet to become
tired for me.

You might know this already, but Alan Storey has had a massive
impact on my life as a person, on my faith as a Christian, and on my
way of being and preaching as a pastor. Alan is a Methodist pastor in
South Africa. He was the last conscientious objector to the apartheid
in South Africa, having faced the threat of a six-year prison sentence
for not joining the apartheid regime’s military. Alan’s lifelong work
remains the experimental practice of the Sermon on the Mount and he
hopes to contribute to “heal the divisions of the past and establish a
society based on democratic values, social justice, and fundamental
human rights” (from the preamble of the South African Constitution).

Through attending two of his Manna and Mercy Retreat (see page 1)
and listening to many hours of his sermons, | have learned helpful,
bite-sized phrases from Alan that have become little anchors in my
faith and my theology. Phrases like:

“You are born in love, by love, and for love, yet with the freedom

not to love.”

- “Not everything that is Biblical is Christ-like. We are called to read
the Bible, but follow Jesus.”

- “Jesus never asked us to worship him - he asked us to follow
him.”

- “lI don’t know if it happened that way, but | know it is true.”

If you are longing for a deeper connection to your faith, to God, to the
scripture, and to your church community, | hope you will consider
joining us for the Manna and Mercy Retreat on April 24 and 25 here at
St. John’s. I'm confident that you will come away inspired, challenged,
hopeful, and with a desire for more. Alan will also engage with the
broader Northfield community on Thursday evening, April 24, during a
gathering titled, “Called as Community in Fractured Times.” | hope you
will consider attending this as well.

Alan will be in Northfield from April 20-26. You can find a list of all the
offerings at alanstoreyinminnesota.org.

In peace and joy,
Pastor Jonathan
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alanstoreyinminnesota.org
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CPR & First Aid Training Opportunity
Thursday, April 9, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.,
St. John’s Hall

St. John’s is offering a CPR and First Aid class for staff, ushers, and
members of the congregation. This training will teach practical, lifesav-
ing skills such as recognizing emergencies, performing CPR, using an
AED, and providing basic first aid -
until professionalg help arrives. CPR/FIRST
Whether you want to be better AID TRAINING(
prepared to care for your family, Thursday, April 9
assist someone in the community, 8:30 am-12:30 pm
or simply gain confidence in re-
sponding during a crisis, this class
is a valuable opportunity.

Thanks to Foundation funds, the cost of this training is being covered
so participants can attend at no charge. Because of this, space is
limited, so please sign up in the office or reach out to Sally Lindell at
parishnurse@stjohnsnorthfield.org, or online.

Advance Care Planning Open House
Wednesday, May 6, 4:30-6:00 p.m.
Northfield Library, Bunday Room

At this open house session, trained Advance Care Planning facilitators
will be available to answer your questions and individually assist you
in starting, completing, revising, and/or

notarizing your health care directive. Adva nce

A health care directive is a document ERGEIEHXPEIR

for putting your health care wishes into -
writing in the event you are incapacitat- s
ed in the future. This is a way to make
known your values and goals for care,
and to gain peace of mind (and a
thumbs-up from family members and
medical providers!)

Adults of all ages are welcome. Feel free to bring your own blank or
partially-completed health care directive; blank documents will also
be available. This event is free.

Facilitated by the Northfield-based End of Life Choices Collective.
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St. John’s Forum: State of Northfield
Hospital + Clinics & the Purchase of
Northfield Allina Clinic,
Sunday, April 12, 9:45-10:30 a.m.

Join us in the Sanctuary for a discussion of the State of Northfield
Hospital + Clinics and the purchase of the Northfield Allina Clinic.

Learn:
1 why this is important for the future of the hospital & community
1 why this makes financial sense
1 what’s staying the same and what is changing
1 what else is happening NH+C

Most importantly - Be able to ask the questions you or your neighbor
has and share what you are hearing in the community.

This is an opportunity to hear and spread factual information and
expand understanding among community members about the
business of providing quality and accessible healthcare in and around
Northfield.

St. John's is Hiring Director of Ministry
with Youth & Families

As some of you may know, Kristin Partlo will be leaving her position at
St. John's this July, in order to continue her seminary education
through Pastoral Internship at United Lutheran Church in Red Wing.
This means we are looking to find our next Director of Ministry with
Youth & Families!

Please go to our website (https://stjohnsnorthfield.org/about/
employment/) to read the job description and to see how to apply.

NOW HIRING

Director of Ministry
with Youth and
Families

St.John's

ELCA

NARTHFIELD «MN
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Children and Youth

It’s Kid’s Night Out at St. John's!

Games, pizza, along with more games, crafts and a movie!

When: Friday, May 1

Who: K-st"graders

Time: 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Where: St. John’s Hall
Admission: A snack/family to
share with the group.

Friends are welcome!

Please sign up on the bulletin board in the Commons or across from
the Nursery by Sunday, April 26. Email Julie if you have questions:
children@StJohnsNorthfield.org.

3" Grade Catechism Retreat
Sunday, April 19
3'dgraders, along with their parent(s), are invited to attend a retreat on

the Sacrament of Baptism, Sunday, April 19, from Noon-2:00 p.m. at
St. John’s.

Please contact Julie Brehmer, children@stjohnsnorthfield.org, if you
are unable to attend.

Northfield Week at Good Earth Village
June 21 - 26 for Children in Grades 2-6

Here are the camp options:

Discover Camp for kids in Grades 2-4, June 24-26
Seekers Camp for kids in Grades 3-4, June 21-26
Stargazers Camp for kids in Grades §-6, June 21-26

For Northfield Week use sponsorship codes:

NORTHFIELD26FULL for Seekers and Stargazer Camps, sponsorship
of $100

NORTHFIELD26HALF for Discover Camp, sponsorship of $50

You may also use GEV Discount Codes:
SIBLING2026-use if more than one sibling is attending, 25% off

Good Earth Village website: goodearthvillage.org/summer-programs/
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Interfaith Synagogue Visit

What is your family's experience with people of Jewish faith and
identity? What have you learned about their values, holidays, hopes,
or what experiences have you shared with them? What are you curious
about? More details about the visit are forthcoming.

This year's interfaith trip will be to Shir Tikvah Synagogue in Minne-
apolis on Wednesday, April 15. Wednesday evenings at Shir Tikvah are
-- like at St. John's -- a time for youth programming. If this visit is like
our last one, we'll get to participate in a prayer service, take a tour, and
meet people who will tell us about their holy community and answer
our questions. Families can help us prepare by exploring the Shir
Tikvah website and having conversations together.

Parent Drivers Needed

Right after the two-week programming break for spring break, Holy
Week, and Easter, middle and high school youth will spend two weeks
on field trips. See the dates below. We will need several parents willing
to drive carloads of youth to our destinations. Please consider whether
you could help out in this way. Contact Kristin if you're available to
drive.

9 Wednesday, April 8 to Dennison
9 Wednesday, April 15 to Minneapolis

Coming this Summer to Northfield!

Good Earth Village brings the fun of summer camp to Northfield!

When: August 3-6, 8:45 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
Who: Kids completing grades K-5

Want to give your kids a faith-filled camp experience — without leaving
NorthFeId? Good Earth Village Day Camp brings the energy, joy and
spiritual impact of summer camp to us!

GEV summer staff lead a week of songs,
. Bible study, worship, crafts, games, and
“=1 connection—all designed to help children

_grow in faith, friendship, and love for the
church.

Summer Camp for PreK too!

When: Same as Day Camp, August 3-6, 9:00 a.m. —11:00 a.m.
Who: Kids age 3 by September 1, 2026 — age §

More information and registration coming soon!
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