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Sustaining Grace

On behalf of the capital campaign planning committee, we are pleased to
announce the launch of the Sustaining Grace Campaign.

Last August our congregation voted to approve an exciting plan to restore
our facility, reduce our carbon footprint, and extend benevolence into our
community. In recent months, church leadership has transformed that general
charge into a specific list of projects.

When the Sustaining Grace Campaign is completed, it will have a meaningful
impact on our physical plant, our congregational life, and our community. We
will renew our church building and our investments in renewable energy will
improve our planet’s health. Additionally, the benevolence component will
directly enhance the lives of others in and around our community.

Each green leaf in the graphic above represents $25,000 that has already been
pledged or given towards the campaign goal of $750,000.

Please join us as we renew St. John’s and together prepare for the future!

RADIO BROADCASTS
8:30 a.m. Sundays
KYMN Radio 1080AM/95.1FM
kymnradio.net

TV BROADCASTS
NTV Channel 187
7:30 p.m. Mon. / 7:00 p.m. Fri.

2:00 p.m. Wednesdays

12:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Tuesdays



Join Us for Worship!

Worship Services

8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m., Sundays

Livestream

8:30 a.m. Sundays
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Radio Broadcasts
8:30-9:30 a.m. Sundays

KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

TV Broadcasts

7:30 p.m. Mondays

12:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Tuesdays
2:00 p.m. Wednesdays

7:00 p.m. Fridays

NTV Channel 187

www.StJohnsNorthfield.org




From Our Pastors

My daughter and a college friend were comparing their high school
experiences. They noted that her friend’s high school (which shall
remain nameless) had two words emblazoned in the building as their
motto: “Excellence. Pride.”

Northfield High, on the other hand, used PRIDE as an acronym;
Excellence and pride were there, but alongside being Prepared,
Respect, Integrity, and Dependability. Maybe it was a harder motto to
remember, but it seemed to these women like a more well-rounded
set of virtues to aim for than simply “excellence and pride.”

When someone tells you they “have values,” it doesn’t tell you much.
WHICH values we have, how we balance them, and how we intend to
embody them, makes all the difference. And if values come into
conflict with each other (say, pride in one’s success vs. respect for
those who have different abilities), only something deeper than a list
of buzz words tells us what matters most. But how do values get
embodied in our lives? And how do we live when the realities of the
world seem to make any ethical choice a compromise?

This is why I’'m so excited about our upcoming interfaith seminar,
Finding Our Way, on Sunday, April 14. Anthony Bateza from St. Olaf
and Jonathan Zasloff from UCLA will lead us in conversations about
how our Jewish and Christian traditions shape our respective ethical
traditions, and how those traditions help us think about “the Other” in
our lives. Our guests both have extensive experience leading these
conversations that tend to the inside of our traditions as well as the
public impact of our ethical choices.

First, we will turn to our Scriptures — unique texts that shape each of
our traditions’ understanding of what a good life looks like. Then, in
the afternoon, we will dive into virtue ethics; what does it mean to be
formed and shaped by our values in such a way that we live lives that
give life and light to the world? What are the ways that our faith
traditions have not just thought about ethics, but formed people in
virtue? (If this doesn’t sound very Lutheran to you, rest assured,
Dr. Bateza will help us with that).

Back in the spring of 2023, when we began planning this year’s series
of forums and book groups about reading Scripture with sensitivity to
our Jewish neighbors, we couldn’t have imagined how these topics
would sound post-October 7. As the war in Gaza has continued on,
interfaith relations in this country are more fraught than ever, but as a
people called to be peacemakers, the Christian community has a
particular duty to listen and respond. Christians in Palestine are a tiny
minority, bearing witness to our faith and often caught in the middle
of the violence between the Israeli state and Hamas. As siblings in
faith to them, and citizens of a world on fire, we need to dwell in the
roots of our faith and our values more than ever.

We invite you to join us to listen and learn, and invite others to join us
in this dialogue.
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From Our Pastors

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Pastor Jonathan Davis




Prayer and Care
Ministry

St. John’s Forums in April
9:45-10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

April 7

The Moon, the Sun, and the Son: Why Easter moves around and how we
get the calendar we do.

Pastor Pam will offer a forum on the liturgical calendar and how it
evolved. Ever wonder why some holy days change, and others don’t?
Join us for the fascinating, complicated story of our worship calendar.

April 14

Finding Our Way: Jews and Christians Thinking through Scripture

If you've ever left a Sunday forum wanting to learn more, mark your
calendar and plan to attend this special event on Sunday, April 14. In
the Sunday morning forum, Jonathan Zasloff and Anthony Bateza will
explore virtue ethics through
the lens of Jesus’ Sermon on the
Mount and an early Jewish in-
terpretation of the Torah called
Pirke Avot (Sayings of the |
g Fathers). What do these distinc-
tive Christian and Jewish texts
have in common? How do they
differ? And what light does each
shed on the moral life? After
the 10:45 a.m. service, we'll
continue our exploration over lunch and an extended afternoon ses-
sion. Jonathan Zasloff is professor of law at the UCLA School of Law,
and Anthony Bateza is associate professor of religion and department
chair of race, ethnic, gender, and sexuality studies at St. Olaf College.
(See page 10)

April 21

Sustaining Grace: St. John’s Capital Campaign Information Session

Last fall, the St. John's congregation voted to initiate a capital
campaign to address a number of needs of the church with a focus on
becoming more "green," achieving greater sustainability, lessening our
impact on the environment, and heightening our benevolence beyond
our church walls to our community and global neighbors. We invite all
members and friends to join us for an information session to learn
more about the Sustaining Grace Capital Campaign. We are already
raising funds to support the three-year campaign and we invite you to
an information session to learn more. Please join us in St. John's Hall to
learn more about this exciting initiative. We are hoping to have as
many people as are available to attend. You'll be glad you did!

April 28

Valley Grove Tapestries - Meet the Artist

During the month of April, you might have noticed the new art exhibit
of four tapestries hanging in St. John's Hall created for Valley Grove
Church in Nerstrand, MN. This morning we welcome the artist,
Minneapolis weaver Robbie LaFleur, and Margit Johnson, a member of
the Valley Grove Preservation Society. They will share about the
process of creating these tapestries and then we will explore all the
fun details and history included in each piece.
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St. John’s Forum in May
9:45-10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

May 5

Exploring the Bible with Interfaith Sensitivity: Jason Ripley - Is the New
Testament Anti-Jewish? The Letters of Paul.

This session explores aspects of the broad question, “Is the New
Testament anti-Jewish?” Special attention will be given to Paul’s letter
to the Romans, addressed to a mixed community of Gentile and
Jewish followers of Jesus in the center of the Roman empire, facing
challenges across religious, cultural, social, and political issues. We
will explore how Paul engages the questions “Has God abandoned the
Jewish people - and what might the implications be for Gentile
followers? Can Jewish followers of Jesus still keep the Torah
commandments? Must Gentiles? Does following Jesus entail rejecting
Judaism?”

Jason Ripley is currently chair of the religion department at St. Olaf. A
New Testament scholar specializing in the Gospel of John, he teaches
courses on biblical interpretation and regularly leads students on
study-abroad programs. His publications address topics of religious
violence, gender, and reinterpretation of the Hebrew Bible in early
Judaism. He has been attending St. John's Lutheran Church since
2020.

Lutheranism 101 Class
April 28, 12:15 -1:45p.m., Fireside Room

Are you new to Lutheranism and wondering why we do somethings in
a certain way or why we talk so much about grace? Maybe you have
some language or phrase that feel like “insider Lutheran speak” and
you're wondering what that all means. Or maybe you’ve been a
Lutheran your whole life but still have some questions about how we
read the bible or what it means to be a saint and a sinner (at the same
time!). Pastors Pam and Jonathan would like to invite any and all
people, who are curious about what it means to be a Lutheran, to their
Lutheranism 101 class on Sunday, April 28, after the second service. We
will meet in the Fireside Room and spend time learning and asking
questions together. All are welcome!

St. John’s Stephen Ministers have been trained
to walk with those who are facing a challenge in life,
whether it be of mind, body, or spirit.

If you know of someone who
could benefit from a Stephen Minister,
call one of the pastors (507-645-4429)
or Jo Franklin (720-281-5107).

't o w L [ H N H N

Life and Growth



mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org

Children and Youth

Annual Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, March 30

St. John’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt
is on Saturday, March 30, starting

at 9:30 a.m. at St. John’s. Egg {'ILU L\IJ'-‘L-

Families with kids s" grade and

younger are welcome to hunt. ; 1
Invite friends and neighbors too!

%%
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Coming This Summer!
Camp Firelight! (VBS)

When: June 10-13, 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Who: Kids entering Kindergarten - Grade 3 (2024-2025 school year)
Where: St. John’s Lutheran Church
Cost: $15/Child, Max of $30/Family

Watch for registration in April!

We are looking for volunteers to help with VBS! (Middle and High
School Youth too!) Ifyou are interested, please contact Julie Brehmer,
Children@StJohnsNorthfield.org.

Mentor & Mentee Meetings

Working one-on-one with youth is a meaningful experience that we

take seriously. The first Sunday of each month is designated as a

Mentor/Mentee  Sunday. If necessary,

/\/\en‘t mentoring pairs can make arrangements
entor that fit their schedule.

Service Project Events are also meant to put our faith into action and
to enhance the Mentor/Mentee relationship. Opportunities for
community events will be in the E-Voice, The Voice, and on the
St. John's website.

Mentor/Mentee Sundays Coming Up: April 7 and May §
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Why do we do this?

"To care for each other as we learn to
live Christian lives together"
Wednesday Night Programming
Wednesdays, 6:15-7:30 p.m.

April

Middle School Confirmation

(Grades 6-8)

The middle school confirmation class continue to explore what it looks
like to live and care for each other as we live Christian lives together.
Additionally, in April we are planning an interfaith visit and will begin a
four-week series on faith and money.

April 3 6:15-7:30 p.m. Interfaith Dialogue - Learn about Eastern
Orthodox Church

April1o0  §:00-9:00 p.m. Offsite visit to St. George Greek Orthodox
Church in St. Paul (drivers needed)

April 17 6:15-7:30 p.m., meet in Fellowship Hall for the first in a
series on faith and money.

April24  6:15-7:30 p.m., meet in Fellowship Hall for a second in the
series on faith and money.

High School Youth Group

(Grades 9-12)

The high school will return to meeting in the youth room to connect,
check in, enjoy some snacks, and explore questions about God, faith,
and our lives.

April 3 & 10 Interfaith Dialogue - An offsite visit and a session to
reflect on the experience. See above for details.

Aprili7 & 24 6:15-7:30 p.m., Youth Room

Sunday Morning Youth Group
(Grades 6-12)
9:45-10:30 a.m., Youth Room

On Sunday mornings during the school year, all youth are invited to
meet in the Youth Room at 9:45 a.m. for treats, highs and lows, and
interactive faith discussion. Each week we get a little practice using our
Bibles and practice telling our shared story as a community of God's
children. Every week in April.
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Children and Youth



https://goodearthvillage.org/northfield
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc5ypP4aUWEYEJAFXawAartH0sN99x-VwG1-dmMNpFgcGu4DA/viewform?usp=sf_link

h

C

{Q¢ o [

Wi

B w !

b



