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Sunday, March 29 - Palm Sunday 
Procession with Palms and Holy Communion 

Worship at 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

 
Thursday, April 2 - Maundy Thursday 

Holy Communion 
12 noon and 7:00 p.m. 

(7:00 p.m. service will be livestreamed 
and broadcast on KYMN) 

 
Friday, April 3 - Good Friday 

Liturgy of Good Friday 
12 noon and 7:00 p.m. 

(7:00 p.m. service will be livestreamed 
and broadcast on KYMN) 

 
Celebration of the Resurrection 
Sunday, April 5 - Easter Sunday 

8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 
(8:30 a.m. service will be livestreamed 

and broadcast on KYMN) 
Easter Breakfast from 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
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Join Us for Worship!  www.StJohnsNorthfield.org  

Worship Services  
8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m., Sundays 

Radio Broadcasts  
8:30 a.m. Sunday 

KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM 

kymnradio.net 

Livestream  
8:30 a.m. Sundays 

www.StJohnsNorthfield.org 

Video  
{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭ 

www.youtube.com/@St.JohnsNorthfield 

W ELCOME STATEMENT 

{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ  
ƎǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ  

ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  
Every day, Christ meets us all just as we are, extending love to 
people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 

sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, 
marital or relationship status, economic circumstance,  

educational achievement, political affiliation,  
or religious background. 

While we do not always agree,  
we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  

believing that God creates diversity,  
and loves and welcomes us. 

We warmly welcome you here. 

Blessing Box at St. John Ωs 

ά¢ŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛŦ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΤ 
ƭŜŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘΦέ   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ 
ά.ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ .ƻȄέΣ ŀ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻŦ нлмтΦ Lǘ 
is similar to the Little Libraries found around town except 
the Blessing box is filled with donated non-perishable food 
and personal hygiene products. The idea is that anyone 
who may be struggling can use the goods to make ends 
meet. The community is welcome to donate to the box 
ōŜƛƴƎ ƳƛƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΩǎ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΦ     
Donation Ideas (please check expiration dates): canned 
goods, pasta, flour, sugar, coffee, crackers, soap, mittens, 
toothbrush, baby items, such as diapers and pacifiers.  
The box is located in the drive-up on the north side of St. 
WƻƘƴΩǎΦ 
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Pastor Pam Fickenscher  

Pastor Jonathan Davis  

From Our Pastors  

From Our Pastors  

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Since I emailed you all on January 23, following my arrest with 100   
other clergy at the Minneapolis airport, I have had a lot of time to   
reflect on that experience. I want to share a few more details about the 
protest and the days that followed. 

First, I want to thank all of you as a congregation. So many of you have 
reached out with emails, hugs, and thank-ȅƻǳǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿŜƛǊŘ ǘƻ 
ƘŜŀǊ ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘΣέ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘΗ !ƴŘ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻǊ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ 
action, please know I really do want to have conversation with you.  

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
¢ǿƛƴ /ƛǘƛŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άǎǳǊƎŜέ ǿŀǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘπ
bors here in Northfield too. We had already seen a violent warrantless 
arrest on our own streets in November. Many of our neighbors were 
afraid to go to work: the people that make our communion bread, the 
people that cook and clean for the elderly in our care centers, business 
owners who have worked so hard to support their families. We were 
hearing reports of young people being stopped on their way home 
from school for no reason other than they are brown.  

One federal judge (appointed by George W. Bush) has noted that in 
the month of January, Immigration and Customs Enforcement defied 
over 100 court orders. We were hearing from local police that the 
surge was stressing local officers to the breaking point because ICE 
was not abiding by the norms of legal and courteous enforcement. 

At the airport, our purpose was to call attention to the thousands of 
Minnesotans being flown out of state to detention, often before they 
could even present their papers. I was given courage to take part in 
civil disobedience by the strength of our numbers and the impeccable 
preparation offered by ISAIAH and our union partners. Everyone taking 
part was crystal clear about our purpose and our faith witness, and we 
were all required to spend hours preparing and grounding ourselves in 
the principles of nonviolent non -cooperation. There were leaders 
whose sole role was to prepare us, to communicate during the action, 
and to look out for our safety. There were volunteers ready to follow 
up after the arrests and get us back safely. If at any point we thought 
that our faith witness would be jeopardized, we knew that plans would 
change. 

What was it like to kneel in the roadway in 15 below for more than an 
hour? Well, it was cold. 

Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊƻŦƻǳƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ 
had. To be in the company of so many other committed faith leaders 
who had carefully discerned this public action gave me so much    
ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ      
ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ŎǊƻǿŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŦǊŜŜ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ȊƻƴŜΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪΥ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ   
clergy, congregation members, union members holding the names of 
airport workers who have been taken. They sang and chanted; they 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ άǿŜ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƭŜǊƎȅΗέΤ ǘƘŜȅ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƘŀƴŘ ǿŀǊƳŜǊǎΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ 
stayed until every last one of us was arrested. Praying with them, for 
them, and for all our neighbors in our various words and songs, will 
stick with me forever. Continued on page 4 
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 ??? Prayer and Care  

Ministry  

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ  
died last year in this month. 

 
March 8, 2025 
Charles Houge 

 
We list them so that we can remember these 

loved ones and their families in prayer  
άǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǾŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƻƴΦέ 

From Our Pastors  

Continued from page 3 

+   +   + 

Prayer Chain:   
Prayer requests are welcome for 

any concern or thanksgiving. 
Requests are kept confidential and 

not included in Sunday morning prayers 
unless specifically requested.   

Contact Mary Cisar with a prayer request or 
to become a prayer chain volunteer: 
macisar@gmail.com or 507-663-1097. 

 
 

Grief Care Resource:   
Care Notes are one of 

ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛŜŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΦ 
Stop by the Commons to pick one up 

for yourself or for a loved one. 
 
 

Grief Booklets:  
άWƻǳǊƴŜȅƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ DǊƛŜŦέ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ  
or those grieving the loss of loved ones. 

Contact one of the pastors if you would like 
a copy or if you would like to give a copy 

to a friend or family member. 

Musicians, Poets, Performers  

Benedictine residents would enjoy hearing and seeing you! 

The Benevolence & Social Concerns Board heard from Barbara       
Walters for an invite to come. She said even a casual practice time 
could happen on Saturdays  at 2:00 p.m. or on Sundays  at 2:00 
p.m. for an extension of the church time. The more formal Monday 
Music slot at 2:00 p.m.  needs to be filled. Christy Grim, the new    
Wellness Director can be contacted at 507-650-5007 (work) or 918-706-
7216 (personal) to set up a gig. 

Be creative and share your energy!  

We were processed by airport police and supplemental officers from 
surrounding local police forces. They treated each of us arrested with 
courtesy and dignity, sometimes even tenderness. The contrast of 
their behavior with the way ICE was treating Minnesotans was        
stunning. We had a long wait on school buses to receive our citations 
and be released. As I write this, the legal process for our charges is still 
pending, and that is a little stressful, but we have group legal support 
that knows this particular road of civil disobedience well. 

I have been so moved by the ways that you as a community have 
stepped up to help others. The needs for volunteers and financial gifts 
will not go away any time soon, so I pray you will not lag in zeal for 
your neighbors. 

As media attention turns elsewhere, I hope we will not forget what we 
are mostly not allowed to see: the thousands of human lives disrupted 
by detention. Around 70,000 people are being held in facilities that 
have little oversight, including thousands of children. Reports of   
medical neglect are rampant. Six human beings died in detention in 
the month of January alone.  

Let us keep praying for our neighbors ς with our words, and our hands 
ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŦŜŜǘΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
[ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ŜŎƘƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘΥ 

Save us from the time of trial 
And deliver us from evil 
For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Pastor Pam 

P.S. On March 13, Kari Hong, a law professor with a specialty                 
ƛƴ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ IŀƭƭΦ       
Her talk will be titled " Mass Deportation, Detention, and ICE: How it 
Happened.  What We Can Do.έ  aǎΦ IƻƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻŦ 9Řƴŀ 
ŀƴŘ IƻǿŀǊŘ IƻƴƎΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜ        
resettlement efforts following World War II. 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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Life and Growth  

+   +   +  

Deaths  

February 7, 2026 
Donald Starkweather 

Radio Broadcasts  

February 1 2026 
Given in loving memory of Karen Swenson 

by her family. 

February 8, 2026 
Given in loving memory of 

Lynn Matta on her upcoming 
65th ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ 
by Marilyn Matta and family. 

February 15, 2026 
Given in memory of Chuck Jacobson 

by Marilyn Jacobson. 

February 22, 2026 
Given in honor of the 50th wedding 

anniversary of Vern and Joan Koester 
by Gracie and Justin Koester. 

If you would like to  
sponsor a broadcast ($160),  

please contact the church office  
by phone at 507-645-4429 or email at  

office@StJohnsNorthfield.org. 

Lenten Wednesday Worship:  
When Have You Felt Called?  

When people speak of a calling, it is often in large-scale, life-altering 
terms, like a career or a decades-long responsibility. But God calls I 
many ways, sometimes to actions that are smaller and less noticed by 
the world, and sometimes in the midst of circumstances we never 
would choose. This Lenten season we are inviting five members of St. 
WƻƘƴΩǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ 
felt called in their lives. 

To this end we always pray for you, asking that our God will make you wor-
thy of his call and will fulfill by his power every good resolve and work of 

faith, so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you and you in 
him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

ς 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 

Lenten Vespersτtaken from the Holden Evening Prayer liturgyτwill 
take place each Wednesday at 6:15 p.m. from February 25 - March 25. 

¶ February 25: Paul Beck 
¶ March 4: Gordy Turpin-Moore 
¶ March 11: Rusty Kluver 

¶ March 18: Susan Lohmann 
¶ March 25: Anika Rychner 

Advance Care Planning Open House  
Wednesday, March 4, 4:30 -6:00 p.m.  

Northfield Library, Bunday Room  

At this open house session, trained Advance Care Planning facilitators 
will be available to answer your questions and individually assist you 

in starting, completing, revising, and/or  
notarizing your health care directive. 

A health care directive is a document for 
putting your health care wishes into writing 
in the event you are incapacitated in the 
future. This is a way to make known your 
values and goals for care, and to gain peace 
of mind (and a thumbs -up from family 
members and   medical providers!) 

Adults of all ages are welcome. Feel free to bring your own blank or 
partially-completed health care directive; blank documents will also 
be available. This event is free.   

Facilitated by the Northfield-based End of Life Choices Collective. 

mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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