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Please Note:

Upcoming events, dates, and times

are as of the middle/end of May.

Due to the pandemic,
these may change.

Watch the E-Voice,

Sunday Bulletins, and our website
for updates and changes or for more
information call the church office.
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Coming Up this Summer:
St. John’s will be Hiring

Summer Suppers are Returning

Weekly “Patio” Theology
Returns

Save the Date: Tuesday, June 21
Event at Valley Grove Church

A New Picture Directory for
St. John’s is in the Works
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NIGHT to UNITE!

Neighbors Joining Together

Save the Date:
Night to Unite on August 2

St. John’s will again be hosting our annual Night to Unite celebration. This

2

is

a part of a national program that encourages neighbors to come together on
the first Tuesday in August to strengthen community and increase the safety

of neighborhoods.

The celebration will include a picnic style meal along with a bouncy tent,

emergency vehicle tours, vintage cars, live music, and games.

Please let Angie Gehring know if you can provide/help with one of the

following:
1 showing/giving rides in your interesting vehicles
1 singing and playing instruments or setting up music
1 making and/or distributing flyers
{ setting out and/or putting away chairs and tables in the parking lot

Angie Gehring at sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org or 507-645-4429.
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Join Us for Worship!

Worship Services

8:30 & 10:00 a.m. Sundays in June
9:30 a.m. Sundays in July

Livestream

8:30 a.m. Sundays in June
9:30 a.m. Sunday in July
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Radio Broadcasts
8:30-9:30 a.m. Sundays in June
9:30-10:30 a.m. Sundays in July
KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

TV Broadcasts

7:30 p.m. Mondays

12:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Tuesdays
2:00 p.m. Wednesdays

7:00 p.m. Fridays

NTV Channel 187

www.StJohnsNorthfield.org




From Our Pastors

Sabbatical, Sabbath, and Jubilee.

You've probably noticed that the number seven appears a lot in
Scripture. The Hebrew tradition is that seven is a “complete” number,
and so it appears and reappears in story and song.

“Seven” is in fact the literal meaning of the word “sabbath,” the
seventh day of the week that the Third Commandment sets apart as a
day of rest and worship. While Lutherans have often emphasized the
importance of worship on the sabbath, Exodus and Deuteronomy both
lift up that Sabbath is to be a day where we cease from our striving,
remembering that God rested after creating the world, and God
granted freedom and rest to the Hebrew slaves in Egypt.

The Hebrew law goes on to specify that this sabbath rest can be
extended to more than just a weekly ritual. Every seven years, the
Hebrews were commanded to let the land rest; and every seventh
year was to be a year of Jubilee, when the whole community was
commanded to cancel debt and observe liberation for everyone.

It’s from this tradition that the church (and academia) have created
traditions of granting pastors sabbaticals in every seventh year of
service. While not required of any pastor or congregation, ELCA
congregations are urged to carve out these moments of rest and
reflection both for the health of the pastor and for the health of the
congregation.

St. John’s pastors were scheduled for sabbaticals in 2020 and 2021
when the pandemic threw everyone’s plans into disarray. This year
instead Pastor Fickenscher took a mini-sabbatical in February-March,
and Pastor Davis will take a traditional 12-week sabbatical beginning
July 11.

For Pastor Pam, the time away offered a chance to be refreshed
physically, intellectually, socially, and spiritually. She was able to
deepen her engagement with two hobbies — skiing and knitting, as well
as a chance to attend the first in-person continuing education event in
two years! Coincidentally Bethel’s new Senior Pastor Inger Hanson
also attended Recreation and Revelation, a week-long gathering in
Colorado for pastors to attend twice daily lectures interspersed with
time in the snow. The themes were forgiveness and ministry in a divid-
ed age, led by Prof Anthony Bateza and Dr. David Lose. Pam is deeply
grateful for these weeks that allowed her to reconnect with old friends
and make new ones. The fruits of this time will emerge in sermons still
to come as well as a sweater that she’ll get to wear next winter.

For Pastor Jonathan, sabbatical will be anchored by a two-week trip to
Scotland with his family and possibly two other trips for personal and
spiritual renewal. He is hoping to find time to visit and learn from
Pastor Alan Storey, when Alan is visiting the United States in August,
and to take time in the sun and near an ocean. As he has mentioned
before in a sermon, one of the most spiritually-filled and peaceful

Continued on page 4
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From Our Pastors

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Pastor Jonathan Davis




Prayer and Care
Ministry

Stephen Ministry

On Sunday, May 8, a newly trained group of Stephen Ministers was
commissioned at St. John’s. They join current care givers available to
meet regularly, one-on-one, with adults who could benefit from time
with someone prepared to listen, pray together, and simply be
present. Contact a pastor at 507-645-4429 to learn more.

Ruth Smestad Anglin, Carol Breimhorst, Barry Becker,
Mary Holleque, Erik Holleque

From Our Pastors
Continued from page 3

experiences for Jonathan is swimming deep in a body of water. On this
sabbatical, he hopes to fulfill a life-long dream of scuba diving in the
ocean. In between these adventures, Jonathan plans to spend time at
home gardening and building a trellis for a new walking garden, recon-
necting with old friends and colleagues, and finally tackling some of
the half-read books on the nightstand. Along with Pam, Jonathan is
deeply grateful for this unique and generous opportunity, and is excit-
ed for being rested and refreshed for exciting years ahead at St. John’s.

With much love and gratitude,

Pastor Pam and Pastor Jonathan

¢1 9 +hLlL/9 hcCc {Of o[ WBEIB®BwW! b |/


mailto:macisar@gmail.com
mailto:dawn.tommerdahl@gmail.com

Radio Broadcasts

Life and Growth

April 3
Given in celebration of Elaine Feroe’s 100" birthday on April 6.

April 10
Given in loving memory of Don McRae
From Marilyn McRae Raadt and family.

April 14 (Maundy Thursday)
Given by friends of St. John’s.

April 15 (Good Friday)
Given by friends of St. John’s.

April 17
Given by Sharon Bishop in memory of her parents.

April 24
Given in celebration of Lester Gunderson’s 100" birthday on April 21.

May 1
Given in celebration of Duane Kringen’s 100" birthday today.

May 8
Given in memory of Marlene Engstrom, Lillian Engstrom,
and Cora Hustad from Chris, Peter, and Rolf Engstrom.

May 15
Given in memory of Andrew and Betty Droen
by Rick and Nancy Moe.

May 22
Given in loving memory of Fred |. Gaggioli
on his birthdate, May 25, 1954, by his family.

May 29
Given in memory of Marlene Engstrom
from Duane, Chris, Peter, and Rolf.

If you would like to
sponsor a broadcast ($160),
please contact the church office
by phone at 507-645-4429 or email at
office@StJohnsNorthfield.org.
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Children and Youth

Summer Adventures for
Ages 3-5'" Grades

With summer comes great outdoor experiences! This year, kids are
invited to participate in these Summer experiences:

Family VBS on Wednesdays, June 15 and 22 at
Bethel Lutheran Church, 6:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.
St. John’s, along with Bethel, Emmaus, and St.
Peter’s Churches, offer this event. Designed
for kids up through elementary. Cost is $20
per family. Register online on the St. John’s
website.

Summer Camp for Grades 2-5
St. John's is offering a summer camp option for kids in grades 2-5 at
Good Earth Village in Spring Valley, MN. Sign up today!

Grades 2-4: Settler's Camp, August 3 - August §
Three exciting days and two fun nights make for a perfect camp experi-

ence for younger campers. This camp introduces campers to
GEV's week-long camp. Campers stay in Log Lodge.

Grades 3-5: Pathfinders Camp, July 31 - August §

Campers meet new friends, serve others, and learn more about God's
Creation through hikes in the woods, and spending time with GEV's on
-site naturalist. Campers stay in the Hilltop Cabins.

On May 14,
the 3" graders attended a Catechism
Retreat on the Sacrament of Holy
Baptism down by the Cannon River.

Northfield’s Clean River Project led a "River Insect Safari" activity
where kids captured river insects. The type of insects can tell us about
how clean the river water is in Northfield.
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Youth Summer Trips

June 19-24th - Middle School will be at Wisconsin for Amnicon camp for
River Heroes Service Adventure, which is paddling down the
Namekagon/St Croix Riverway while making some stops to take care of
nature and explore the beauty of God's creation. There will be time
swim, play before cooking dinner over the fire. Each evening we will set
up camp, enjoy dinner cooked over fire, and connect with our fellow
adventurers about life and God as the sun sets behind the trees. Oh,
and each night we will dream of God's love as we swing our bodies in
our sleeping hammocks.

July 8-16 - High School youth will be at Montana for Christikon Camp.
Our trip is Mountaineers backpacking in the world’s most lovely coun-
try. We will spend our first and last nights at the main camp. But the
rest of the time we are hiking through mountain wilderness. In the
midst of the exhilaration of high country camping, we will continue to
search for God in our energy, endurance, backpacks and sleeping
bags.

Youth Summer Events

SonShine events are summer events organized by the three ELCA
churches (St. John’s, St. Peter, Bethel). More details will be sent later.

1 SonShine I: June 29 - A joint Middle School Outdoors Scavenger
hunt.

1 SonShine Il: July 27 - A joint HS/MS movie night. We are planning
to reserve the theater this year.

1 Sonshine lll: August 17 - Your favorite joint Romans & Christians
game.

Other Events for St. John Youth;:
1 June s - Mentors-Mentees end of year celebration lunch
1 Lock-In is back this year. Date TBA
1 More fun opportunities - TBA

The Annual Easter Egg Hunt was back
this year. So much fun!
Thanks to everyone who helped with the event by donating candy, fill-

ing and hiding over 1,500 eggs. And, thank you to the Easter Bunny for
hopping by! (aka Peder Lindell)
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