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Lent Begins February 18  
with Ash Wednesday  

Lent, our springtime period of renewal and focus on repentance and life           
in Christ, begins on Ash Wednesday, February 18, with worship and the        
imposition of ashes at noon and 6:15 p.m. There will be a Soup Supper that 
evening from 5:15-6:15 p.m. 

The ashes we receive on our foreheads remind us that we, along with all of  
ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ 

Wednesday Lenten Vespers 
Our Lenten Vespers will be Holden Evening Prayer, a brief sung liturgy by 
aŀǊǘȅ IŀǳƎŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ 
reflecting on a hymn, sermon, or text that has inspired them to go deeper in 
their faith. 

Mid-week worship begins February 25, at 6:15 p.m., and continues March 4, 11, 
18, and 25. *Note: There will not be a Lenten Soup Supper on March 25 but 
there IS Lenten Vespers.  
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Join Us for Worship!  www.StJohnsNorthfield.org  

Worship Services  
8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m., Sundays 

Radio Broadcasts  
8:30 a.m. Sunday 

KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM 

kymnradio.net 

Livestream  
8:30 a.m. Sundays 

www.StJohnsNorthfield.org 

Video  
{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭ 

www.youtube.com/@St.JohnsNorthfield 

W ELCOME STATEMENT 

{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ  
ƎǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ  

ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  
Every day, Christ meets us all just as we are, extending love to 
people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 

sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, 
marital or relationship status, economic circumstance,  

educational achievement, political affiliation,  
or religious background. 

While we do not always agree,  
we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  

believing that God creates diversity,  
and loves and welcomes us. 

We warmly welcome you here. 

Blessing Box at St. John Ωs 

ά¢ŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛŦ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΤ 
ƭŜŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘΦέ   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ 
ά.ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ .ƻȄέΣ ŀ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻŦ нлмтΦ Lǘ 
is similar to the Little Libraries found around town except 
the Blessing box is filled with donated non-perishable food 
and personal hygiene products. The idea is that anyone 
who may be struggling can use the goods to make ends 
meet. The community is welcome to donate to the box 
ōŜƛƴƎ ƳƛƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΩǎ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΦ     
Donation Ideas (please check expiration dates): canned 
goods, pasta, flour, sugar, coffee, crackers, soap, mittens, 
toothbrush, baby items, such as diapers and pacifiers.  
The box is located in the drive-up on the north side of St. 
WƻƘƴΩǎΦ 
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Pastor Pam Fickenscher  

Pastor Jonathan Davis  

From Our Pastors  

From Our Pastors  

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Last spring, the congregation generously offered me the gift of a few 
days away on retreat, as a gift celebrating my 10 years here at St. 
WƻƘƴΩǎΦ hƴ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƘƛƳΣ L ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ŀǘ aƻǳƴǘ 
Olivet Retreat Center in Farmington for their Silent Retreat Week.  

CƻǊ ǘǿƻ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŘŀȅǎΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΦ !ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ у ƻǘƘŜǊ 
participants, we were asked to be as quiet as possible for the days we 
were there ς no talking with other guests, no talking with staff, no talk-
ing during meals. I also challenged myself to not have any input of 
noise during my time their either ς ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ƻǊ 
podcasts, or sermons. Nothing. Just silence. 

Silence. 

How comfortable are you in silence? Many of us are uncomfortable 
with silence while in the presence of other people, but what about 
when you are alone? Do you ever just let silence surround you? Or 
perhaps you feel like there is too much silence? 

L ƘŀŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŘƻƴŜ ŀ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ 
expect. A number of people were surprised, even shocked, that I 
would do this, because they know how talkative I can be. Not sure 
what it would be like, I started out with a clear plan of things to do. I 
read books and scripture, I sat in the sauna, I addressed Christmas 
cards, I went for walks outside. I also broke my toe while I was there 
(which was not a silent moment) but I did ask for ibuprofen via a hand-
written note.   

While I kept to that plan, what I discovered is that the more silence I 
was in, the deeper the silence got. The more and more the noise and 
chatter in my mind got softer and softer ς allowing a different kind of 
ǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦ !ƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘŀƪŜ ƳŜ doing any-
ǘƘƛƴƎΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŘƛǘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻƴ ŜƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 
prayer over and over again ς not that there is anything wrong with 
these practices. They are important spiritual practices too. But for 
someone so new to this, just the gift of silence was enough to give me 
a richer taste of the divine that is within us and around us.  

In his book, Into the Silent LandΣ aŀǊǘƛƴ [ŀƛǊŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
God in the silence of the heart is a God -ƎƛǾŜƴ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΧDƻŘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ 
ƘƻƳŜƭŀƴŘΧŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
DƻŘΦέ 

In these difficult and uncertain days, I fully believe we need to 
strengthen our inner life right now. Not as an escape from the world 
but so that we can turn outward once again to love and serve a society, 
a community, and a country in need.  

I want to invite you to join me in adding some intentional silence into 
your life this year. Maybe it is 5-ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŀ ŘŀȅΦ aŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ мл-minutes a 
day. Or maybe you start with just one minute. One minute of silence 
to breathe and remember that you are of God ς born in love, by love, 
and for love.  

Let me know what you discover. 

In peace and love, 
Pastor Jonathan 
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 ??? Prayer and Care  

Ministry  

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ  
died last year in this month. 

 
February 8, 2025 

Iva Dodson 
 

We list them so that we can remember these 
loved ones and their families in prayer  
άǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǾŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƻƴΦέ 

+   +   + 

Make a Difference,  
Save a Life.  

St. John's has hosted many American Red Cross 
blood drives in the past few years, Just one unit 
of blood has the potential to save 3 lives.  

There is always an ongoing need, and we invite 
you to consider making a difference by donating 
blood. 

Upcoming Blood Drive 
Monday, March 30, from 12:00 -6:00 p.m., in    
St. John's Hall.  

You can sign up online at  www.redcrossblood.org or by calling               
1-800-733-2767.  

Prayer Chain:   
Prayer requests are welcome for 

any concern or thanksgiving. 
Requests are kept confidential and 

not included in Sunday morning prayers 
unless specifically requested.   

Contact Mary Cisar with a prayer request or 
to become a prayer chain volunteer: 
macisar@gmail.com or 507-663-1097. 

 
 

Grief Care Resource:   
Care Notes are one of 

ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛŜŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΦ 
Stop by the Commons to pick one up 

for yourself or for a loved one. 
 
 

Grief Booklets:  
άWƻǳǊƴŜȅƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ DǊƛŜŦέ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ  
or those grieving the loss of loved ones. 

Contact one of the pastors if you would like 
a copy or if you would like to give a copy 

to a friend or family member. 

Sunday Evening Gatherings  
5:00 -5:30 p.m., First UCC  

Please join us on Sunday evenings for a time of singing, candle      
lighting, contemplation, and Communion.  

The Evening Gathering is facilitated 
by lay people in Northfield. Come for 
a time of connection, community, 
and quiet grounding to prepare for 
the coming week. 

Questions can be emailed to 
theeveninggathering@gmail.com. 

Lenten Book Read: The Tears of Things  

hǳǊ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ [ŜƴǘŜƴ .ƻƻƪ wŜŀŘ ƛǎ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ wƻƘǊΩǎ The 
Tears of Things: Prophetic Wisdom for an Age of Outrage (2024). Reading 
the biblical prophetic books through the lens of his 
experience as a counselor and spiritual guide, Rohr 
pays close attention to the pattern of moving from 
anger through grief and lamentation toward hope 
in the prophetic books, Rohr meditates on how 
ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ άǘŜŀǊǎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎέτthe deep anger we experience in our 
own confusing times. As he notes, only grief and 
mourning can transform our anger into wisdom 
and hope as we seek to speak truth and act in love.  

We will begin selling books and signing people up 
for discussion groups on Sunday, February 8, and continue through 
February 22. One of our pastors will introduce us to the challenge of 
reading prophetic books in a forum on Sunday, February 22. Two small 
discussion groups will meet at different times during the week τon 
Sundays between the services (March 1, 8, 15 & 22), and on Wednesday 
afternoons from 4:15-5:15 p.m. before supper (March 4, 11, 18 & 25). 
This event is sponsored by the Adult Ministry and Education Board. 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/
mailto:macisar@gmail.com
file:///E:/theeveninggathering@gmail.com
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Life and Growth  

+   +   +  

Baptisms  

January 25, 2026 
Claire Susan Kuehn 

Daughter of Jordan and Levi Kuehn 

Reminder of Deadlines  

Sunday Bulletin and E-Voice Announcements: 
Wednesday by 2:00 p.m. 

The Voice (March 2026 Edition):  
February 15 

Please send submissions electronically via email to Leah Garlie 
at office@StJohnsNorthfield.org or  

the Announcement Request Form found on our website. 

Deaths  

December 3, 2025 
Josephine Alsaker 

 
December 21, 2025 

Robert Flaten 
 

December 25, 2025 
Lynn Matta 

 
January 2, 2026 
Ronald James 

 
January 2, 2026 

Carol Hollen 

Radio Broadcasts  

January 4, 2026 
Given by Doug Johnson. 

January 11, 2026 
Given in loving memory of 

Elmer & Cora Schultz and Ken Struss 
by Marie Struss and family. 

January 18, 2026 
Given in memory of Elouise Quinnell 

by the Quinnell family. 

January 25, 2026 
Given in honor and memory of 
Ken & Jean Schrader and their 

75th wedding anniversary by their family. 

If you would like to  
sponsor a broadcast ($160),  

please contact the church office  
by phone at 507-645-4429 or email at  

office@StJohnsNorthfield.org. 

St. John Ωs Forums in February  
Sundays, 9:45 -10:30 a.m.  

St. John Ωs Hall  

February 1: Habitat for Humanity 
Join us for what is sure to be an enlightening and inspirational adult 
forum by Dayna Norvold, Executive Director of Rice County Habitat 
for Humanity. Dayna will cover a wide range of topics including       
current home building/restoration projects, the scope of need for   
affordable housing, sustainable building practices, how to apply for a 
Habitat home and how to get involved with supporting Habitat and 
being a Faith Builder Congregation. See you there! 

February 8: ISAIAH MN 
We are living in a time of crisis in our state and in our country. As   
people of faith, we are called to respond to the present moment         
by advocating for the values that our faith affirms. ISAIAH MN is     
taking action on several fronts and the St. John's ISAIAH leaders will 
report on some of these efforts. In addition, we want to address the 
emotional demands and challenges of our situation. St. John's      
member Dan Dimick will help us consider ways that we can cope with 
the stresses we face through self-care and productive conversations 
with others, including how to talk about our present situation with our 
children and grandchildren.   

February 15: Epiphany-Seeing and Serving with Olaf & Christy Hall-Holt 
Olaf and Christy will be sharing their discoveries from recent trips to 
the country of Ghana in West Africa where Olaf used a sabbatical to 
teach computer science, and Christy did some chaplaincy -related 
work. 

What can we learn from their experi-
ences? How do they help us see God's 
world in new ways? How might they 
help us all better serve and learn with 
and from neighbors near and far? What 
do we notice about our call, as part of 
ǘƘŜ 9[/!Σ ǘƻ άōŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƪŜ ƻŦ 
the world?" 

You are invited to come and see! This forum is sponsored by St. John's 
Adult Ministry & Education Board with thanks to Christy and Olaf for 
taking the time to prepare and share this presentation. 

February 22: Introduction to the 2026 Lenten Book Read 
See page 4 for information regarding the forum. 

mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://stjohnsnorthfield.org/about/forms/
mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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Children and Youth  

Important Dates for  
Children to Remember  

 
Sunday School Schedule 
February 1, 8, 15, and 22 

 
Wednesday After School Schedule 

February 4, 11, 18, and 25 
 

Prayer Buddy Get-Together 
February 11 

Meeting in the Fireside Room for Dinner at 
5:35 p.m. 

 
±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ tŀǊǘȅ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

February 15 
 

[ŜǘΩǎ Dƻ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΗ 
Monday, February 16, NO SCHOOL 

Grades 2-5 
CƭŀƘŜǊǘȅΩǎ bƻǊǘƘŦƛŜƭŘ [ŀƴŜǎ 

Prayer Buddies During Lent  

Starting on Ash Wednesday, February 18, and continuing through the   
Lenten season, our 4th and 5th grade Catechism kids are paired with an 
adult member from our congregation to be their 
άtǊŀȅŜǊ .ǳŘŘȅέΦ ²Ŝ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
buddy during the Lenten season. With this pro-
gram, we hope to create spiritual and caring con-
nections with children and adults in our church 
community. 

Children and Prayer Buddies are invited to the Fireside Room on 
Wednesday, February 11, at 5:35 p.m. to enjoy dinner together and good 
conversations! 

If you are interested in being a Prayer Buddy or would like to continue 
being a Buddy please contact Julie Brehmer, 507-645-4429 or        
children@StJohnsNorthfield.org. Thank you! 

LetΩs Go Bowling!  

aƻƴŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мсΣ ƛǎ ŀ bh {/Ihh[ 5!¸ ǎƻ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
bowling alley! 

Who: Grades 2-5, Friends are always welcome! 

When: 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Where: aŜŜǘ ŀǘ CƭŀƘŜǊǘȅΩǎ bƻǊǘƘŦƛŜƭŘ [ŀƴŜǎ 

Cost: $11.00 (Games + Shoes + Snacks) 
    Scholarships available. Please pay  with cash, or if by check,     
           make it payable to Flaherty Northfield Lanes. 

Please sign up on the bulletin board in the Commons or downstairs by 
the Nursery.   

Parents: Please drop off and pick up your child at the bowling alley. If 
they need a ride or financial assistance to participate, give Julie a call 
at 645-4429.  Parent or high school chaperones needed. 

Valentines Party, Sunday, February 15 during Sunday School 

PreK- 5th graders are invited to a Valentines Party on February 15 dur-
ing our regular Sunday school time.  Enjoy games, treats, crafts and a 
service project with a Valentine's theme. Parents are welcome to at-
tend too.  Hope you'll be part of the fun! 

mailto:children@stjohnsnorthfield.org
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Children and Youth  

Mentor & Mentee  
Meetings  

Working one-on-one with youth 
is a meaningful experience 

that we take seriously. 

The first Sunday of each month 
is designated as a Mentor/Mentee Sunday. 

If necessary, mentoring pairs can make 
arrangements that fit their schedule. 

Service Project Events are also meant 
to put our faith into action and to enhance 

the Mentor/Mentee relationship. 
Opportunities for community events 

will be in the E-Voice, The Voice, 
and on the St. John's website. 

Mentor/Mentee Sundays Coming Up: 
February 1 
March 1 

Why do we do this?  
"To care for each other as we learn to live Christian lives together" 

 

Wednesday Night Programming  

February 4, 11, and 25 - Wednesdays 6:15-7:30 p.m. 

Middle School Confirmation 
(Grades 6-8) 
Meet in Fellowship Hall. 

High School Youth Group 
(Grades 9-12) 
High school meets with Pastor Jonathan during the month of February 
in the Youth Room.  

Sunday Morning Youth Group  

(Grades 6 -12) 
9:45 -10:30 a.m., Youth Room  

On Sunday mornings during the school year, all youth are invited to 
meet in the Youth Room at 9:45 a.m. for treats, highs and lows, and          
interactive faith discussion. Each week we get a little practice using our 
.ƛōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ 

Youth Group will meet on Sundays, February 1, 8, 15, and 22. 

Sign Up for Good Earth Village 
Summer Camp  

 

Good Earth Village, located in Spring Valley, has opened the 
2026  summer registration site online.  

Northfield Week at GEV is June 21 ς 26 for children in grades 2-6.   
 
Here are the camp options: 
Discover Camp for kids in Grades 2-4, June 24-26 
Seekers Camp for kids in Grades 3-4, June 21-26 
Stargazers Camp for kids in Grades 5-6, June 21-26 
  
For Northfield Week use sponsorship codes: 
NORTHFIELD26FULL for Seekers and Stargazer Camps, sponsorship 
of $100 
NORTHFIELD26HALF for Discover Camp, sponsorship of $50 
 
You may also use GEV Discount Codes: 
SUPEREARLY2026-use if you register by January 25, 20% off 
SIBLING2026-use if more than one sibling is attending, 25% off 
  
¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŎƻŘŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ψaȅ /ŀǊǘΩ 
page.  If you need to use more than one code, enter them separately.  
 
Good Earth Village website: goodearthvillage.org/summer-programs/ 

2026 Summer Trip  

This summer, we are going 
on a service/mission trip to Milwaukee. 

 
High school and middle school youth 

will travel with youth  
ŦǊƻƳ CƛǊǎǘ ¦// ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎΦ 

 
Scan the QR Code for more information. 

goodearthvillage.org/summer-programs/
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