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Discussion Sessions will be held:

Sundays between services
March 9-30

Wednesdays from 4:15-5:15 p.m.
March 12-April 2

More details on page 10.

Adult Forum

On Sunday March 2, Dr. Lori Brandt
Hale will introduce our Lenten book read
with an adult forum on Dietrich
Bonhoeffer and his legacy. Dr. Hale is
Professor of Religion at Augsburg
College and serves as President of the
International Bonhoeffer Society, Board
of Directors, English language section.

She will introduce the life of Dietrich
Bonhoeffer and contextualize his 5
theology for our own times. She has Dr. Lori Brandt Hale
written that the question for Christians
today is not, “Is this a Bonhoeffer
moment?” but instead, “Who is Christ

for us now?”
RADIO BROADCASTS TV BROADCASTS
8:30 Sundays NTV Channel 187
KYMN Radio 1080AM/95.1FM 7:30 p.m. Mon. / 7:00 p.m. Fri.
kymnradio.net 12:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Tuesdays

2:00 p.m. Wednesdays



Join Us for Worship!

Worship Services

8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m., Sundays

Livestream

8:30 a.m. Sundays
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Radio Broadcasts

8:30 a.m. Sundays
KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

TV Broadcasts

7:30 p.m. Mondays

12:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Tuesdays
2:00 p.m. Wednesdays

7:00 p.m. Fridays

NTV Channel 187

www.StJohnsNorthfield.org




From Our Pastors

For a few months now, | have been captivated by what Parker Palmer
calls the tragic gap. The tragic gap, he says, is that space between how
the world is and how it should be. It is that fault line within each of us
that can open up and create a divide between us. Rather than pick a
side of all the division between us, Parker Palmer invites us to stand in
the tragic gap.

As aresult, | have been asking myself how | can stand in the tragic gap
during this moment in history. These past few months, | have found
myself increasingly interested in expanding the borders of my life so
that | am inviting in more opportunities to be with people who think
and vote and live differently than | do. Somewhat surprisingly, | have
found that | am not alone in this. | have had a number of
conversations recently with people who are feeling this same nudge —
to intentionally meet and engage more deeply with their
congregational and local community to listen to and to understand
others who are not part of their everyday circles. The Spirit is at work —
shifting the hearts and minds and motivations of people to a new way
of being.

In the Lenten Book Read this year, St. John’s will explore the life and
work of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a Lutheran pastor during World War Il
under Nazi Germany. In his book Life Together, Bonhoeffer says that
the goal of Christian community is that we “meet one another as
bringers of the message of salvation.” There is something in the other —
the person we despise, the person we disagree with, the person we
want to keep at arm’s length — that carries the very message of gospel
that we need in our own life. This is the humility asked of us every time
we have confession and forgiveness in worship. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have leftundone.2 S K| @S yb@with ouravkdl keart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves.

Poet Amanda Gorman has said, “Our only enemy is that which would
make us enemies of each other.” We have not loved our neighbors
when we make them into enemies.

There are ways in my life recently that | have become complacent and
stationary, waiting for the other to come to me. Perhaps | have not
quite demonized such neighbors, but | certainly have not sought them
out for connection. | hope to change that this year. You’re welcome to
join me. Through the ministries at St. John’s or through your own indi-
vidual ways of life, | invite you to join in on the slow work of healing the
dividedness between us. This effort to become less divided might
sound cliché or tired, but is there any other way forward?

If you are wondering what this might look like in your life, let’s talk.
In peace and love,

Pastor Jonathan
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Pastor Pam Fickenscher
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Pastor Jonathan Davis




Prayer and Care
Ministry

Are you stressed or going through a particularly difficult time? If so,
you are not alone, and you may benefit from a caring listening ear.
St. John’s Stephen Ministers have been trained to walk with those who
are facing a challenge in life, whether it be of mind, body, or spirit.

If you or someone you know could benefit from the support of a
Stephen Minister, call one of the pastors (507-645-4429).

Greeters are Needed
for Sunday Mornings

Greeting those who come into our building for worship on a Sunday
morning with a friendly smile or some helpful assistance really does
make a difference in creating the warm and welcoming environment
we want to provide here at St. John’s as people of faith. | have heard
several stories from those who were new that being warmly greeted
when they came here for worship was part of the reason they wanted
to return to St. John’s. We always want our visitors and members to
have a feeling that they belong. Please consider giving “greeting” on a
Sunday morning a try! No prior experience is needed, and you can do
it alone, or with a friend or spouse, or with children. It’s not difficult or
time consuming - simply arrive 15-20 minutes prior to service, put on a
name tag, and stand either by the Commons area doors or the
southwest doors by the library. You can leave the door area when
service begins, so you will not miss worship. We've had several
wonderful repeat volunteers for greeting, and we’d be thrilled to see a
few more new names on our hospitality sign-up list! You can sign up
in CCB with a link found in the E-Voice, or on the sheet posted on the
bulletin board near the office. You can also email Angie Gehring at
sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org. Thank you!
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A GRACE-BASED APPROACH
TO ANTI-RACISM

ELCA members from the Cannon River conference of the
Southeastern Minnesota Synod are gathering to learn and build
capacity for doing the work of inclusion with the Tending the Garden
project. Led by the ELCA group Just Move, members of 10 different
congregations will take part in two retreats and monthly Zoom
gatherings. Leaders Dave Scherer and Joe Davis use poetry, music,
conversation and self-reflection to help us connect our faith with the
issues of race, privilege and equity in our communities.

The St. John’s Council is providing funding through the
Foundation to allow St. John’s members to take part. There is no cost
to members, but participants should commit to both retreats and
more than half of the monthly sessions. Contact one of the pastors for
more information or to connect with other participants.

Opening in-Person Retreat: Sunday, February 23, 2:00 - 6:00 p.m.

Good Earth Village is an option for a meeting location.
Backup date for Opening Retreat: Saturday, March 22

Closing Retreat: Saturday, September 27 from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Zoom Modules: March through August, every 1* Monday of the
month at 7:00 p.m.

Prayer Buddies During Lent

Starting on Ash Wednesday, March s, and continuing through the
Lenten season, our 4™ and 5™ grade Catechism kids are paired with an
adult member from our congregation to be their “Prayer Buddy”. We
ask the adult to pray for their buddy during the Lenten season. With
this program, we hope to create spiritual and caring connections with
children and adults in our church community.

If you are interested in being a Prayer Buddy or would like to continue
being a Buddy please contact Julie Brehmer, 507-645-4429 or email
children@StJohnsNorthfield.org. Thank you!
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Children and Youth

PSRN
ROAD TRIP

Let’'s Go Bowling!

Monday, February 17 is a NO SCHOOL DAY so
we’re heading to the bowling alley!

Who: Grades 2-5, Friends are always welcome!

Where: Flaherty’s Lanes, Hwy 3, Northfield
When: Monday, February 17— NO SCHOOL!
Time: 11:00 am-12:30 pm

Cost:  s11.00/child for bowling and shoe rental — Checks payable to
Flaherty’s Lanes or cash works too!

Please sign up on the bulletin board in the Commons or downstairs by
the Nursery.

Parents: Please drop off and pick up your child at the bowling alley. If
they need a ride or financial assistance to participate, give Julie a call
at 645-4429. Parent or high school chaperones needed.

gnud@earth

Kids in Grades 2-6! Register for
Summer Camp at Good Earth Village!

Good Earth Village Summer Camp Registrations are now open!
Suggested week to attend is June 22-27.

Good Earth Village, located in Spring Valley, MN has opened the 2025
summer registration site online. Check out the schedule and registra-
tion fees on Good Earth Village’s website at https://
goodearthvillage.org/summer. St. John’s gifts each camper a portion

of the fee. Scholarships are also available.

Check out these Registration Discounts:

9 The Early Bird discount of 10% goes until March 2 with code:
EARLY2025

9 Siblings can receive 25% off with code SIBLING2025

9 Does your camper want to attend more than one summer camp
session? Each additional tier-priced reservation can receive a 25%
multi-week discount with code MULTI2025.
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WHY DO WE DO THIS?

"To care for each other as we learn to live Christian lives together."

Wednesdays in February
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Middle School Confirmation

(Grades 6-12)

We'll return to our theme of relatable relationships in the Bible. In
February we'll spend time with the stories of Moses' calling, and the
friendships of Ruth and Naomi and David and Jonathan. We will meet
all four Wednesdays.

High School Youth Group

(Grades 9-12)

High school meets with Pastor Jonathan during the month of February
in the Youth Room. Watch the weekly emails for shifts in the high
school schedule.

Wednesdays in March

Middle School Confirmation and
Non-O.W.L. High School Youth Group
(Grades 6-12)

Time adjustment: 6:10-7:30 p.m.

During Lent we will be arriving a few early so that we can sit together
at Vespers. Afterwards, we’ll meet downstairs in Fellowship Hall
until 7:30 p.m. In March, we'll meet the 12" and 19" ONLY. (March
5™ is Ash Wednesday, and the 26" is spring break for Northfield
schools.)

O.W.L. (Our Whole Lives) Program: See page 12 in this issue for
meeting times and more information.

Sunday Morning Youth Group
(Grades 6-12)
9:45-10:30 a.m., Youth Room

On Sunday mornings during the school year, all youth are invited to
meet in the Youth Room at 9:45 for treats, highs and lows, and
interactive faith discussion. Each week we get a little practice using
our Bibles and telling our shared story as a community of God’s
children.
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