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St. John’s Annual Quilt Sunday
February 17, 2019

The third Sunday in February our congregation will get to worship amongst our
home grown quilts. Under the able leadership of Sue Sharrow, a dedicated
bunch of 15-20 people (men and women) not only make quilts for Lutheran
World Relief but also for "Operation Joy" at Christmas. LWR quilts are sent all
over the world. St. John's completes well over a hundred quilts each year!

Some of the work is done at home by several who wash and iron fabric, cut
quilt squares, or sew quilt tops, and many people assist in sourcing backing
fabric.

A team works together (downstairs in the Fellowship Hall) on the third
Thursday of each month, and the Monday preceding, from 8:30 a.m.-noon.

See page 10 on how you can be part of this vibrant and necessary ministry.

LIVE BROADCASTS TV BROADCASTS
8:309:30 a.m. Sundays NTV Channel 180
KYMN Radio 1080AM/95.1FM 7:30 p.m. Mondays
kymnradio.net 7:00 p.m. Fridays



Join Us for Worship! www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Worship Services
8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Sundays

Nursery Hours

8:15 a.m. - Noon Sundays

Learning and Fellowship

9:45 a.m. Sundays
All Ages from September - May

Live Broadcasts

8:30-9:30 a.m. Sundays
KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

TV Broadcasts
7:30 p.m. Mondays

7:00 p.m. Fridays

NTV Channel 180




From Our Pastors...
Dear friends in Christ,

A pointless people.

Sometime in the 1980’s, an English professor at Luther College wrote a
little parable about Genesis 1. In it, she describes God as creating a
world intended for enjoyment and relationship. Human beings,
though, quickly decided that it would be more “fun” to live for points.
Soon they became obsessed with living for accumulation of points,
and then the sheer joy of life and relationships began to die.

God’s response is to try to form a community that would not live this
way, a “point-less people.”

This little story was captured and illustrated by Pastor Dan Erlander,
and has continued to be a touchstone for me about what it means to
live by grace, rather than the law. Whether you consider yourself
religious or not, most of us have an unspoken system of “points” of
some kind that shapes whether we think we are measuring up or not.
It turns out that it’s extremely difficult to hold onto a “pointless”
philosophy of life, especially in our hyper-competitive culture.

Now, I’'m not against sports. Healthy competition can be fun, building
community rather than tearing it down. But when our worth - whether
as teams or individuals or institutions - is wrapped up in our competi-
tive advantage, we are inevitably on a path to loss.

The “pointless people” has come up for me again as our family has
enjoyed the philosophical sit-com, “The Good Place,” which begins
with the premise that your entry to the afterlife is determined by the
points you’ve accumulated in this life. The show explores the ways in
which a point system can be inherently unfair, not to mention
joy-robbing, even for people of the best intentions.

It turns out, over and over again, that our own efforts are never
enough to save us. True relationship with each other and with God
begins with the knowledge that we are saved by grace, that God’s
original blessing to us in Christ cannot be taken away by our faults or
shortcomings.

This month we are starting a unit on “ethics” with our confirmation
students, which is a tricky thing since we are constantly reminding our
students that we are not trying to “be good” in order to gain God’s
favor. Yet our world constantly gives us difficult choices about how to
live, and in pondering those choices we learn how to consider our
neighbor’s well-being as well as our own. Only when we stop worrying
about our own “points” can we really pay attention to others’ needs.

As we continue in this year of Grace Overflowing, how might you
remind yourself that it all begins and ends with grace, with God’s
promise to you that nothing can separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus? What about being pointless might free you to serve?

Pastor Pam
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From Our Pastors

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Pastor Jonathan Davis




Prayer and Care
Ministry

t

Stephen Ministry: Sharing Love on
Valentine’s Day

Special celebrations are associated with months of the year. For
February, one of the special celebrations is Valentine’s Day. Originally
this day marked a celebration of two early saints. Valentine of Rome
faced imprisonment for marrying soldiers who were forbidden to
marry and ministering to Christians who were persecuted under the
Roman Empire. Valentine of Teri was persecuted and martyred.
Valentine is listed on the Lutheran Calendar of Saints for February 14.

Now, Valentine’s Day is thought of in terms of romance and love.
Cards, flowers, candy, and other gifts are given to loved ones. But for
some, Valentine’s Day is not a time of celebration.

For those who have lost loved ones, Valentine’s Day can be a time of
regret, loneliness, and remembering. For those who have experienced
divorce, Valentine’s Day can be a day of hurt and pain. For some who
do not have someone special in their lives, Valentine’s Day is a time of
sadness and longing. For many who do not feel loved, this is just
another day to get through.

If this day about love is viewed more broadly, God and Christianity
have a place in this celebration since it is our calling to share God’s
love with everyone.

If you or someone you know is experiencing loss or loneliness, consid-
er connecting with a St. John’s Stephen Minister. For more information
contact one of the pastors at §07-645-4429.

Lenten Book Read -

Tattoos on the Heart:

The Power of Boundless Compassion,
by Father Greg Boyle

This year’s Lenten Book read selection is Tattoos on the Heart: The
Power of Boundless Compassion, by Father Greg Boyle, a Jesuit Priest
working with gang members in Los Angeles.

. For gwently yeads,sGregrBeylm bag rangHomeboy Industries, a gang-

intervention program located in the Boyle Heights neighborhood of

yer Los Angeles, the gang capital of the world.
srav@rthis book, he turns stories of his experience
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One reviewer said, "(This is) an astonishing Tattoos on
: the Heart

book ... about suffering and dignity, death and

resurrection, one of my favorite books in years. | scunoiess courassion
It is lovely and tough and tender beyond my —
ability to describe and left me in tears of both
sorrow and laughter."

of parables’inspired b

Look for signs up starting February 3, and each
following Sunday in February.
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St. John’s Forums in January

February 3
St. John’s Anniversary Benevolence Project: TORCH - Sanctuary

In honor of our 150™ Anniversary, St. John’s has given a benevolence
grant to TORCH and the Northfield Community Collage Collaborative.
Marnie Thompson, Assistant Principal of Northfield High School, will
share with us an update on the launch of this project.

February 10
Climate Action in MN Government with Howard White - St. John’s Hall

Howard White will be with us at our adult forum to talk about the
impact that pricing carbon can have on our environment as we
address the challenges of climate change and global warming. A bill
was introduced in the House of Representatives in late November. It is
called the “Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act of 2018.” By
the time of our February 10 adult forum, it may have been
re-introduced in the new congressional session. Howard is a retired
ELCA pastor and is the co-group leader of the Northfield Chapter of
Citizens’ Climate Lobby. This organization, more than 100,000 strong,
has worked diligently to get a carbon pricing bill introduced in
congress. Howard will have a presentation that will include a time for
your questions and your sharing of your opinions.

February 17
TedxStJohns: Katherine Norrie - Sanctuary

In a new forum series we are calling “TEDxStJohns”, a St. John’s
member will give a TED Talk style presentation on ideas or stories that
are worth sharing. In this first one, St. John’s member Katherine Norrie
will share her remarkable adoption story that she just discovered this
past summer.

February 24
St. John’s Anniversary Benevolence Project: Northfield Free Clinic -

Sanctuary

In honor of our 150™ Anniversary, St. John’s has given a benevolence
grant to the Immigration Law Center to provide regular legal aid in
Northfield for low-income people needing legal advice on immigration
matters. In partnership with the Community Action Center and the
Volunteer Legal Network, this clinic opened in December 2018! Join us
to hear an update on this project.

*New* Bible Study...
Manna and Mercy Text Study

On Mondays, from 12:00-1:00 p.m., the Manna and Mercy group that
gathers in the Fireside Room will now become a weekly text study for
the upcoming Scripture readings in worship. This is a great opportuni-
ty to read through and discuss the Bible texts before they are read and
preached on Sunday morning. It is also a great opportunity to meet
other people and grow in faith. We hope you will consider joining us!
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From Our Parish Nurse
Melissa Berthelsen, RN

"Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me." (Matthew 25:40 NIV)

Recently, | offered shelter, warmth, and safe passage to a
stranger. At a distance, loving one’s neighbor is safe, even
easy, but this stranger and | shared the narrow proximity of
my front seat in the blustery darkness of evening. Perhaps
she felt as much concern about getting into a stranger’s car
as | felt by inviting her out of the cold. This individual was
delivered safely home in the midst of a storm, but | was the
one who was rescued.

| didn’t know where we were headed. It was much farther
than | expected. Just one more street after one more corner. |
needed to trust the stranger to lead me safely to the destina-
tion, just as she needed me to shield her from the raw exposure of time and distance in the chilling storm. It was an act of
faith for each of us.

The stranger reminded me that we are called to look for the eyes of Christ in every face we meet. But we shouldn’t just
look, a verb that carries no accountability. We must seek those eyes. Search for them. Recognize them. Judgements fall
away when we recognize each person as a cherished child of God. You are. | am. The stranger is. We are loved and
cherished. The stranger reminded me of this.

Go in peace. Care for one another as you would care for Christ. Thanks be to God!

| just met Jesus, and his name is Carolyn.

| left the hospital at 8:45 p.m. on a Wednesday and re-introduced myself to the snow-covered car and to winter. | hadn’t
looked out a window for a full sweep of the clock and | was quite surprised to see the change of season.

It had been a solid 13-hour day with meetings and tasks and letters and negotiating - all for the benefit of those who will
never need to know how much time and effort went into making a clinic and hospital experience just a bit fairer and
informative and human.

| turned off North Ave onto Cedar and headed past Bethel toward home. Mike had just texted me that his 4-hour
commute had just ended and he was home. The snow was blowing from the east and south - swirling and irritating to the
face. Near the west border of the NRC in contrast to the blustery glow of oncoming headlights, | caught sight of a
shadowed form walking into the wind along the opposite shoulder. My breath caught audibly with the realization that
there is no room for pedestrians along Cedar Ave. on a clear, summer day, and so much less so on a dark, snowy night
when roads are slick.

| slowed and moved to the right while the first of three north-bound cars moved around the figure bent into the blowing
snow. By now, | had nearly stopped to allow room for the on-coming cars to swerve around the bundled pedestrian, but
the third car did not swerve. | felt panicked! | was sure | would find that the pedestrian had been struck by the third car. |
carefully drove forward until my headlights revealed the upright form. | rolled down the window and shouted desperately
into the wind, “You need to get off the road! Can | give you a ride?” The car behind me waited patiently for the person to
make her way around the car to the passenger door and land inside, out of the winter weather.

“Thank you, Ma’am. Yes, Ma’am.”

| wanted to tell her not to call me ma’am, but it seemed that saying something would draw more attention to her
courtesy, than saying nothing. | wanted to diminish the space between us.

“l was at my friend’s and he wouldn’t give me a ride. Keep going on Greenvale. Keep going straight.”

“I was worried for you back there on the road. | thought one of those cars would hit you. I'm so glad that you are okay!”
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“Yes, Ma’am. Thank you, ma’am.”

“Where do you need to go? I'll drive you there.”

“I'll show you. Keep going straight. I'll show you where to turn. Keep going straight. But this weather, this is cold!”
“Sure is! Do you have any gloves?”

“No, I don’t.”

“Here, take these.”

“Oh, thank you, ma’am.”

“It always seems colder in the beginning of winter while we are getting used to it. We don’t have snakes and tropical bugs,
so | guess the cold is a trade-off!”

We both laughed at this point, as we realized that perhaps the snakes have something on us for staying in more
temperate climates. | kept driving, trusting that she would instruct me for the turns ahead. She lived farther from that
section of Cedar Avenue than | had expected.

“You would have had a long walk!”

“Yes [laughing]! 'm going to have to call my friend when | get home. He’ll be surprised that | am home already! Turn here by the
clinic. Keep going straight. I like this part of town. It’s pretty.”

“There are Christmas lights up already.”

“Lots of lights! These big trees along here used to be covered in Christmas lights, but they don’t decorate them anymore. | don’t
know why.”

“Hmm. Maybe the owner grew old or moved.”

“Yes, | wonder...I always like to walk this way in the summer. Keep going straight.”

“It’s very pretty here.”

“Yes, it is, isn’t it? I'll tell you when to turn. Turn at that next one...turn here. Follow around.”

“Looks like they are building something here...”

“Yes, they are putting up another house. Follow around here to the end. That last one. That’s my house.”
“Oh, very nice. My name is Melissa.”

“Melissa, my name is Carolyn.”

We shook hands. Her hand was warm now. She stepped out of the car onto the sidewalk and turned back to the car.
“So nice to meet you, Carolyn. Happy Thanksgiving to you!”

“Happy Thanksgiving to you, and Merry Christmas, too, Melissa!”

“Merry Christmas to you, Carolyn. See you again!”

“Thank you. See you again, Melissa.”

| waited at the curb until someone met her at the front door and let her in. | waived, but Carolyn was inside and didn’t
turn. | turned right at the corner and headed toward home.

“I'just met Jesus, and his name is Carolyn”, | said out loud to myself.

+ + +
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Children and Youth

It’'s Kid’s Night Out at St. John'’s!

Games, pizza, along with more games, crafts and a movie!

When: Friday, February 15

Who: K- s'" graders Kids’ Night

Time: 5:30-8:30 p.m. Out!
Friday,

Where: Meet in St. John’s Hall \ February 15

What to Bring: A snack to share with the
group

Friends are welcome!

Please sign up on the bulletin board in the Commons or across from
the Nursery by February 10 so we can plan the event. Call Julie
Brehmer if you have questions at §07-645-4429.

Summer Camp for Ages 3 - 5'" Grades

Summer is just around the corner and with summer comes great out-
door experiences!

This year, kids are invited to participate in these Summer experiences:

e June 10-13: VBS s at St. John’s!
Ages 3-Grade 2 (completed)
Blast off with the first VBS to land on the
moon! To Mars and Beyond will help kids
discover the wonders of God's universe.
More info along with registration will be
coming soon!

e June 23-28: Good Earth Village Pathfinders
Grades 3-5 (completed)
Campers blaze new trails in their faith as they explore what it
means to follow Christ, meet new friends, serve others, and learn
more about God’s creation through hikes in the woods and spend-
ing time with their on-site naturalist. Campers stay in the Hilltop
Cabins.

¢ June 26-28: Settlers
Grades 2-4 (completed)
Three exciting days and two fun nights make for the perfect camp
experience for younger campers. Your child will make new friends
and grow in faith through fun, action-packed days. This camp also
introduces campers to elements of our week-long camp such as
Cabin devotion time, Canteen, and campfire worship. Campers
stay in Log Lodge.

For more information and registration go to www.goodearthvillage.org
and click on Summer!

¢1 9 +hL/9 hcC {¢od& Whi baf{ [


http://www.goodearthvillage.org

Children and Youth

Middle School Youth Group

All Middle School Youth (6"-8" grade) are invited to meet in the
Youth Room at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays for treats, highs and lows, and
interactive faith discussion! Discussions are lead by St. Olaf College
student, Emerson Clay (our Interim Youth Support Staff).

This month the inspiring story of a man named "Ed" who was
diagnosed with ALS and given 2 to 5 years to live, will be covered

incrementalli each Sundai, Februari 3 throuih March 17. His
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