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Please Note:

Upcoming events, dates, and times
are as of the middle/end of March.

Due to the pandemic,
these may change.

Watch the E-Voice,

Sunday Bulletins, and our website
for updates and changes or for more
information call the church office.
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WORSHIP SERVICES
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Palm Sunday, April 10
Procession with Palms and Holy Communion
8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
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Maundy Thursday, April 14
Holy Communion
12 noon and 6:15 p.m.

Good Friday, April 15
Liturgy of Good Friday
12 noon and 6:15 p.m.

Holy Saturday, April 16
The Great Vigil of Easter
8:00 p.m.

Boe Chapel, St. Olaf College

Celebration of the Resurrection
Easter Sunday, April 17
Holy Communion
8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

(8:30 a.m. service will be livestream and radio
broadcast on KYMN 1080 AM / 95.1 FM)
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Join Us for Worship!

Worship Services
8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Sundays

Livestream

8:30 a.m. Sundays
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Radio Broadcasts
8:30-9:30 a.m. Sundays

KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

TV Broadcasts

7:30 p.m. Mondays

12:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Tuesdays
2:00 p.m. Wednesdays

7:00 p.m. Fridays

NTV Channel 187

www.StJohnsNorthfield.org




From Our Pastors

Remembering the Cross without Blaming the Jews

This March, the Lutheran Center for Faith and Community at St. Olaf
welcomed Pastor Heidi Neumark, to talk about her book Hidden
Inheritance, the story of her discovery that her grandparents were
German Jews who died in the Holocaust. She explores how this
knowledge changed her own sense of Christian identity, and how it
renewed her determination to help the church grapple with its legacy
of anti-Semitism and other forms of racial hatred.

At the same time this spring, New Testament scholar Amy Jill Levine
called upon the ecumenical lectionary committee to stop assigning the
Gospel of John as the perpetual text for Good Friday. Levine acknowl-
edges that many efforts have been made to soften or alter John’s
language that seems to imply that “the Jews” were responsible for
Jesus’ death - even though Jesus clearly was a Jew. But Levine argues
that we need to acknowledge that these efforts have failed. Good
Friday centered around John still makes us sit uncomfortably with a
representation of Jesus as somehow different from his own Jewish
people. Levine says we can still keep reading John in Bible study, on
other Sundays and in other contexts, but she argues meaningfully that
when it comes to the day we focus on Jesus’ death, John’s Gospel
continues to perpetuate a narrative that blames the Jews for Jesus’
death. John is not our only option; we have three other Gospels that
tell the story of Jesus’ passion.

Swayed by these conversations, we have decided that this year’s Palm
Sunday and Good Friday gatherings will follow the Gospel of Luke,
which is the Gospel we’ve been following since Advent in this
lectionary year. If you don’t regularly attend Good Friday services, you
might not notice the difference; but we hope that this change will
allow us to focus on the center of our faith in ways that don’t continue
to harm our spiritual siblings who are also children of Abraham.

Pastor Pam
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From Our Pastors

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Pastor Jonathan Davis




Prayer and Care
Ministry

Stephen Ministry:
How Do You Pray These Days?

Do you pray for good health anxiously as you put on a fresh mask? Do
you pray for peace, cringing as horrific images flood your mind? Do
you pray for those you love with questions you never expected to ask
or hear? Do you pray with a sense that more losses than joys may be
ahead?

You are not alone. Fretful nights and frightening realities help shape
what has become the new normal for all of us. Layer on the usual
human stresses and life can feel overwhelming. But really, you are not
alone. God is with you. And if you or someone you know needs a
reminder of that gift of divine presence, consider asking for a Stephen
Minister.

This spring, a newly trained group of Stephen Ministers will be
commissioned at St. John’s: Ruth Smestad Anglin, Barry Becker, Carol
Breimhorst, Erik Holleque, and Mary Holleque. Nita Kramer and
Pastor Carol Sinykin were part of the group as well; they are members
of Our Savior’s in Faribault and will be commissioned there. All of
them join current care givers available to meet regularly, one-on-one,
with adults who could benefit from time with someone prepared to
listen, pray together, and simply be present. Contact a pastor at
507-645-4429 to learn more.

Two Special St. John’s Forums:
Emotional Health - Tending to the
Effects of the Pandemic

As we all try to find our way in this next phase and season of COVID, it
is more and more clear that we, as a church and a community, are still
living with the effects of the pandemic. Two years of chronic stress,
periqds of fearfulness, losses large and small, and the grind of perpet-

“ ual ¢hahgd HhVE t3ken T¥E6IBHCaIPoF uS in different ways. How do we

process and tend to these experiences? We can start by connecting

)€l and talking about them together. With the help of two local therapists,
prayedin Barnett and Elaine Nesbit, we will spend some intentional time

shinkohg aed fshbiriegcatiout thenimpaxt the pandemic has on us as
individuals and as a community. We will also look forward and talk
about what we are noticing in ourselves as Omicron winds down
locally and more COVID restrictions are relaxed.

We hope you will join us for this two-part series in St. John’s Hall and
via Zoom at 9:45 a.m. on April 3 and May 1.
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Radio Broadcasts

Life and Growth

February 6
Given in memory of Charles Jacobson by Marilyn Jacobson.

February 13
Given in loving memory of Karen Swenson
by her husband Curt and her family.

February 20
Given in loving memory of Jim Bierman by Patsy & John Ophaug.

February 27
Given in memory of Dr. Bob Scholz.

March 6
Given in memory of Charles Jacobson by Marilyn Jacobson.

March 13
Given in memory of Ken Struss and Elmer & Cora Schultz
by Marie Struss and family.

March 20
Given in memory of Duane Benson by family and friends.

March 27
Given in memory of Rev. Sylvan R. and Lucille Moe by
Rick and Nancy Moe.

If you would like to
sponsor a broadcast ($160),
please contact the church office
by phone at 507-645-4429 or email at
office@StJohnsNorthfield.org.

Meal Sharing During Lent
Lenten Vespers + Give to the Food Shelf + Soup To Go!

When:
Wednesday, April 6

What:
Modified Lenten Soup Supper with a Focus on Sharing Food

How:
“Share” a food item or monetary donation for the food shelf/CAC.
“Share” a To-Go Soup Meal from St. John's for you to take home.
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Children and Youth

Summer Adventures for
Ages 3-5'" Grades

Summer is just around the corner and with summer comes great out-
door experiences! This year, kids are invited to participate in these
Summer experiences:

Family VBS on Wednesdays, June 15 and 22 at Bethel Lutheran Church,
6:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.

St. John’s, along with Bethel, Emmaus and St. Peter’s Churches, offer
this event. Register online on the St. John’s website.

Summer Camp for Grades 2-5
St. John's is offering a summer camp option for kids in grades 2-5 at
Good Earth Village in Spring Valley, MN. Sign up today!

Grades 2-4: Settler's Camp, August 3 - August §
Three exciting days and two fun nights make for a perfect camp experi-

ence for younger campers. This camp introduces campers to
GEV's week-long camp. Campers stay in Log Lodge.

Grades 3-5: Pathfinders Camp, July 31 - August §

Campers meet new friends, serve others, and learn more about God's
Creation through hikes in the woods, and spending time with GEV's on
-site naturalist. Campers stay in the Hilltop Cabins.

3" and 4"Grade Catechism Retreat

Third graders, along with their parent(s), are
invited on Saturday, April 30, from 9:00-11:00
a.m. for a Catechism retreat on the Sacra-
ment of Communion at in St. John’s Hall.

If you are unable to attend, please contact
Julie Brehmer at 507-645-4429 or
children@StJohnsNorthfield.org.

Sunday Morning Youth Group

On Sunday mornings, during the school year, all youth (grades 6-12)
are invited to meet in the Youth Room at 9:45 a.m. for treats, highs
and lows, and interactive faith discussion!

Other young adults and church members are encouraged to attend for
intra and inter-generational connections. These gatherings will be led
by Emmanuel Kaghondi and other adults.

More updates will be sent weekly.
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Register for Youth Summer Trips

This year our High School youth will go on a Mountaineers backpack-
ing trip at Christikon Camp in Montana from July 9-15, and the Middle
School youth will go to Amnicon Camp in Wisconsin for River
Heroes Service Adventure to canoe in the Namekagon/St. Croix Scenic
Riverway from June 19-24. Register online by following the following
instructions:

For students in High School during the 21-22 school year:
(Christikon Trip - July 9-15)
(Complete the following online form)

1. https://christikon.org/registration-individual/

2. Choose "Mountaineers 1" trip (July 9-15).

3. If you need a Physical this year, begin to make an appointment
with your doctor.

4. The cost for the trip is $400. (you won't have to pay anything to
sign up). Send your check to St. John's by summer (If the cost
would otherwise deter you from coming, full and partial
scholarships are available).

For students in Middle School during the 21-22 school year (Amnicon
trip- June 19-24)
(Complete the following online form)

1. _Www.amnicon.org/sign-up

2. Click the button to "Join a Group"

3. Enter the Group ID Code: STJNRH221

4. If you need a Physical this year, begin to make an appointment
with your doctor.

5. The cost for the trip is $300. (You won't have to pay anything to
sign up). Send your check to St. John's by Summer. (If the cost
would otherwise deter you from coming, full and partial scholar-
ships are available).

Wednesday Confirmation

Youth (grades 6-8) are encouraged to attend on Wednesday nights
from 6:15-7:30 p.m. as part of our Confirmation program. We are
investing in community, belonging and integration, exploring aspects
of UBUNTU - an African worldview centered around the interconnect-
edness of humanity, nature, and God. These gatherings will be led by
Pastor Pam Fickenscher, Pastor Jonathan Davis, and Emmanuel
Kaghondi.

Large group teaching of the story of scripture followed by guided
smaller group discussion time.

High School Youth Group

The High School Youth Group will continue to meet on Wednesdays
from 6:15-7:15 p.m. to connect with each other and explore what it
means to live a life rooted in Christ. Each week’s activities will alter-
nate between interest-driven faith discussions, BIG questions, service
projects, and casual hangout times to foster community-ship with one
another in the guidance of adults and supporting parent volunteers.
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https://christikon.org/registration-individual/
http://www.amnicon.org/sign-up

April TS ol
Gatherings COURAGEOUS

Baby Boomers @0” 4 E R’A TI 0” ’
Saturday, Apr. 2, 4:30-6:00
Jane Rinehart's home &
1001 Freedom Ct. 7

Breakfast Women's Group :‘ N 0 RT H FI E L D

Saturday, Apr. 9, 9:00a

St. John's Library G Community CO“ege

Elizabeth Circle -
Thursday, Apr 14, 1:30p Collaborative

St. John's Library

Lydia Circl Past, Present,

(\:N%dnesdc?)é Apr, 9:00a
offee and Conversation
oot & Future
St-John's Ha April 7, 2022 7:00pm via Zoom
Mary Circle

Friday, Apr. 8, 1:00p
St. John's Fireside Rm

Ruth Circle
Thursday, Apr 14, 9:30a
Parkview West Fireside Rm

Knitters (Prayer Shawls)
2nd & 4th Thursday
10:00a Room 19

Knitters (World Vision)

2nd & 4th Tuesday, 10am Sarah Le.e Tessa Kiesow
Kathy Vang 645-4849 NCCC Director TORCH Director
Quilters Register now: www.StJohnsNorthfield.org/courageous
Thursdays

8:30a - noon, Fellowship Hall THANK YOU

for another

great year of

Courageous
Conversations!

Stay tuned for
our 2022-2023
programs.
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