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St. Olaf Choir Scheduled to Sing
at St. John’s on Sunday, January 18

We welcome the St. Olaf Choir and its director, Dr. Anton Armstrong, to
worship services on Sunday, January 18.

They will lead us in worship and sing anthems at several places in our worship
services.

This is a long-standing and deeply beloved tradition at St. John’s as we
welcome the choir back to the place of its birth and as we are blessed by their
wonderful leadership and music.

A reception in honor of the choir will be held between services in St. John’s
Hall.

Prior to first service, breakfast for the choir will be served in St. John’s Hall. For
ways to help with the breakfast, please see page 10.
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Join Us for Worship! www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Worship Services

8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m., Sundays

Livestream

8:30 a.m. Sundays
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Radio Broadcasts

8:30 a.m. Sunday
KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

Video

St. John’s YouTube Channel
www.youtube.com/@St.JohnsNorthfield




From Our Pastors

Dear Friends in Christ,

In the last couple of years, our Church Council devotions have been
centering around a common book read. In 2025, we selected Martin
Luther King Jr’s collection of sermons Strength to Love.

Over and over again, we were struck by how these words from over 50
years ago still ring as prophetic words for us today. King’s truth-telling
to the church about what it means to witness to Christ’s love in the
face of unjust powers was in constant conversation with Scripture. His
language is occasionally dated, but much of what he says about the
forces that were at work to sustain segregation still rings true now.
One of the reasons for that is that — unlike so many “church books”
written today — Strength to Love is sermons, focused on interpreting
Scripture.

This year, we are turning to another book that is decades old, yet still
eerily accurate at describing the shape of our world: Walter
Brueggemann’s The Prophetic Imagination, first published in 1978.
Brueggemann died last year and is remembered as one of the most
formative scholars of the Old Testament of his generation, taking the
dry historical approaches of the previous generation to a broader
audience by understanding the varied voices of the Old Testament as
diverse testimonies to God’s work.

Brueggemann’s work was instrumental in the theology of the late Dan
Erlander, the Lutheran pastor whose illustrated Bible overview Manna
and Mercy is our textbook for teaching catechism and confirmation
students about the story of God.

In turn, Dan Erlander’s work was instrumental in bringing the
Rev. Alan Storey, a South African Methodist pastor, to teach in the
United States. Northfield will be one stop in Alan Storey’s visit to the
U.S. this April. He brings his personal experience from the struggle
against apartheid and ongoing work for reconciliation in South Africa
to his passionate preaching and biblical teaching.

We are woven into a grand tradition of people who have sought to
understand what it means to read the Bible in our time. As this new
year begins, we invite you to read, to discuss, and, as Karl Barth said,
to take the Bible in one hand and the newspaper in the other. In so
doing, we keep trying to understand what Jesus meant when he said:

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to set free those who are oppressed,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Pastor Pam
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Prayer and Care
Ministry

iadies

Prayer Buddies During Lent

Starting on Ash Wednesday, February 18, and continuing through the
Lenten season, our 4™ and 5™ grade Catechism kids are paired with an
adult member from our congregation to be their “Prayer Buddy”. We
ask the adult to pray for their buddy during the Lenten season. With
this program, we hope to create spiritual and caring connections with
children and adults in our church community.

If you are interested in being a Prayer Buddy or would like to continue
being a Buddy please contact Julie Brehmer, 507-645-4429 or
children@StJohnsNorthfield.org. Thank you!

Make a Difference,
Save a Life.

St. John's has hosted many American Red Cross
blood drives in the past few years, Just one unit
of blood has the potential to save 3 lives.

L P‘Big H&i[/

There is always an ongoing need, and we invite
you to consider making a difference by donating
blood.

Upcoming Blood Drive Oive onob
Monday, January 12, from 12:00-6:00 p.m., in St.
John's Hall.

You can sign up online at www.redcrossblood.org or by calling
1-800-733-2767.
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Stephen Ministry:
New Beginnings

January is the month of new beginnings and a fresh start. Many choose
this time of year to develop New Year’s resolutions as they look at the
year ahead. These resolutions are similar to “I will lose weight” or “I
will exercise more.” The problem with resolutions is that they are
often not achieved. As we go about living daily, they are put aside for
another day.

Another approach is that the New Year gives us an opportunity to
thoughtfully consider our hopes and aspirations for the New Year
beyond simple resolutions. Centering these aspirations and hopes in
our faith, here are a few examples to consider:

1 I'will honor, respect, and nurture my relationships with family and
friends.

9 1 will reach out and care for others in need.

1 I will love God’s creation, and do all | can to promote caring for the
planet Earth.

1 I will develop a deeper relationship with God through prayer,
study, and involvement at St. John’s.

1 1 will work to become an instrument of peace in my home, locally,
nationally, and globally.

These aspirations, grounded in love, focus on what God calls each of
us to commit to in our interactions with others and the world we live
in. Anticipating 2025, will you embrace God’s promise of grace and
imagine a new beginning as you grow in faith?

If you or someone you know is ready for a faith-filled new beginning,
please call a pastor (507-645-4429) to discuss whether a Stephen
Minister would be of help.

Sunday Evening Gatherings
5:00-5:30 p.m., First UCC

Please join us on Sunday evenings for a time of singing, candle
lighting, contemplation, and Communion.

The Evening Gathering is facilitated

JO[N US FO R THE bytl.ay peofple in Notr_thﬁeld. Come f[or
a time of connection, community,

EVEN]NG and quiet grounding to prepare for

GATHER]NG the coming week.

Questions can be emailed to

theeveninggathering@gmail.com.
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Children and Youth

Third Grade Catechism Retreat
Sunday, January 11

Third graders, along with their parent(s), are invited to attend a
Catechism retreat on the Sacrament of Communion.

When: Sunday, January 11
When: Noon—2:00 pm, St. John’s Hall

If you are unable to attend, please contact Julie at §07-645-4429 or
children@StJohnsNorthfield.org.

Sunday Morning Youth Group
(Grades 6-12)

9:45-10:30 a.m., Youth Room

On Sunday mornings during the school year, all youth are invited to
meet in the Youth Room at 9:45 a.m. for treats, highs and lows, and
interactive faith discussion. Each week we get a little practice using our
Bibles and telling our shared story as a community of God’s children.

Youth Group will meet on Sundays, January 4, 11, and 18. No Youth
Group on January 2s.

Let’'s Go Bowling!

Monday, February 16 is a NO SCHOOL DAY so we’re heading to the
bowling alley!

Who: Grades 2-§
When: 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Where: Meet at Flaherty’s Northfield Lanes

Cost: $11.00 (Games + Shoes + Snacks)
Scholarships available. Please pay with cash, or if by check,
make it payable to Flaherty Northfield Lanes.

Parent or High School Chaperones are appreciated!
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Good Earth Village

Summer Camp Children and Youth
Registrations are Now Open

Good Earth Village, located in Spring Valley, has opened the 2026
summer registration site online.

Northfield Week at GEV is June 21 — 26 for children in grades 2-6.

Here are the camp options:

Discover Camp for kids in Grades 2-4, June 24-26
Seekers Camp for kids in Grades 3-4, June 21-26
Stargazers Camp for kids in Grades 5-6, June 21-26

For Northfield Week use sponsorship codes:

NORTHFIELD26FULL for Seekers and Stargazer Camps, sponsorship
of $100

NORTHFIELD26HALF for Discover Camp, sponsorship of $50

You may also use GEV Discount Codes:
SUPEREARLY2026-use if you register by January 25, 2026, 20% off
SIBLING2026-use if more than one sibling is attending. 25% off

@ Scan Me

The discount and sponsorship codes will be entered on the ‘My Cart’
page. If you need to use more than one code, enter them separately.

Good Earth Village website: goodearthvillage.org/summer-programs/

M Mentee
entor

Why do we do this?

"To care for each other as we learn to live Christian lives together"

Wednesday Night Programming

January - Wednesdays 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Middle School Confirmation J-Term

(Grades 6-8)

January 7, 14, 21, and 28 (February 4 held as a Snow Day)

This month, St. John’s middle school youth from Bethel and St. Peter’s
for a chance to have confirmation with other Lutherans in

[El¥zE | town.
% 3| In classes like wooden-spoon making, world religions, art,
and K Pop Demon Hunters (a popular movie), they will

explore faith and make new connections in their lives.

High School Youth Group

(Grades 9-12)

High school meets with Pastor Jonathan during the month of January
in the Youth Room.
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