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St. Olaf Choir Scheduled to Sing  
at St. John Ωs on Sunday, January 18  

We welcome the St. Olaf Choir and its director, Dr. Anton Armstrong, to      
worship services on Sunday, January 18. 

They will lead us in worship and sing anthems at several places in our worship 
services. 

This is a long -ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ         
welcome the choir back to the place of its birth and as we are blessed by their 
wonderful leadership and music. 

! ǊŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ 
Hall. 

tǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ IŀƭƭΦ CƻǊ 
ways to help with the breakfast, please see page 10. 
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Join Us for Worship!  www.StJohnsNorthfield.org  

Worship Services  
8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m., Sundays 

Radio Broadcasts  
8:30 a.m. Sunday 

KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM 

kymnradio.net 

Livestream  
8:30 a.m. Sundays 

www.StJohnsNorthfield.org 

Video  
{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭ 

www.youtube.com/@St.JohnsNorthfield 

W ELCOME STATEMENT 

{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ  
ƎǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ  

ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  
Every day, Christ meets us all just as we are, extending love to 
people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 

sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, 
marital or relationship status, economic circumstance,  

educational achievement, political affiliation,  
or religious background. 

While we do not always agree,  
we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  

believing that God creates diversity,  
and loves and welcomes us. 

We warmly welcome you here. 

Blessing Box at St. John Ωs 

ά¢ŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛŦ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΤ 
ƭŜŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘΦέ   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ 
ά.ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ .ƻȄέΣ ŀ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻŦ нлмтΦ Lǘ 
is similar to the Little Libraries found around town except 
the Blessing box is filled with donated non-perishable food 
and personal hygiene products. The idea is that anyone 
who may be struggling can use the goods to make ends 
meet. The community is welcome to donate to the box 
ōŜƛƴƎ ƳƛƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΩǎ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΦ     
Donation Ideas (please check expiration dates): canned 
goods, pasta, flour, sugar, coffee, crackers, soap, mittens, 
toothbrush, baby items, such as diapers and pacifiers.  
The box is located in the drive-up on the north side of St. 
WƻƘƴΩǎΦ 
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Pastor Pam Fickenscher  

Pastor Jonathan Davis  

From Our Pastors  

From Our Pastors  

Dear Friends in Christ, 

In the last couple of years, our Church Council devotions have been 
centering around a common book read. In 2025, we selected Martin 
[ǳǘƘŜǊ YƛƴƎ WǊΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎ Strength to Love.  

Over and over again, we were struck by how these words from over 50 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘƛŎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ YƛƴƎΩǎ ǘǊǳǘƘ-telling 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
face of unjust powers was in constant conversation with Scripture. His 
language is occasionally dated, but much of what he says about the 
forces that were at work to sustain segregation still rings true now.  
One of the reasons for that is that ς ǳƴƭƛƪŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ άŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōƻƻƪǎέ 
written today ς Strength to Love is sermons, focused on interpreting 
Scripture. 

This year, we are turning to another book that is decades old, yet still 
eerily accurate at describing the shape of our world: Walter 
.ǊǳŜƎƎŜƳŀƴƴΩǎ The Prophetic Imagination, first published in 1978.  
Brueggemann died last year and is remembered as one of the most 
formative scholars of the Old Testament of his generation, taking the 
dry historical approaches of the previous generation to a broader   
audience by understanding the varied voices of the Old Testament as 
ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴƛŜǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ   

.ǊǳŜƎƎŜƳŀƴƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ 5ŀƴ 
Erlander, the Lutheran pastor whose illustrated Bible overview Manna 
and Mercy is our textbook for teaching catechism and confirmation 
students about the story of God.  

Lƴ ǘǳǊƴΣ 5ŀƴ 9ǊƭŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ          
Rev. Alan Storey, a South African Methodist pastor, to teach in the 
¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦ bƻǊǘƘŦƛŜƭŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ǎǘƻǇ ƛƴ !ƭŀƴ {ǘƻǊŜȅΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
U.S. this April. He brings his personal experience from the struggle 
against apartheid and ongoing work for reconciliation in South Africa 
to his passionate preaching and biblical teaching. 

We are woven into a grand tradition of people who have sought to  
understand what it means to read the Bible in our time. As this new 
year begins, we invite you to read, to discuss, and, as Karl Barth said, 
to take the Bible in one hand and the newspaper in the other. In so 
doing, we keep trying to understand what Jesus meant when he said: 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because he has anointed me 
        to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
    and recovery of sight to the blind, 
        to set free those who are oppressed, 
ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊΦέ 

Pastor Pam 
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 ??? Prayer and Care  

Ministry  

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ  
died last year in this month. 

 
January 1, 2025 
Joan Halvorson 

 

January 5, 2025 
John Ferguson 

 

January 22, 2025 
Donna James 

 
We list them so that we can remember these 

loved ones and their families in prayer  
άǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǾŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƻƴΦέ 

+   +   + 

Make a Difference,  
Save a Life.  

St. John's has hosted many American Red Cross 
blood drives in the past few years, Just one unit 
of blood has the potential to save 3 lives.  

There is always an ongoing need, and we invite 
you to consider making a difference by donating 
blood. 

Upcoming Blood Drive 
Monday, January 12, from 12:00-6:00 p.m., in St. 
John's Hall.  

You can sign up online at  www.redcrossblood.org or by calling               
1-800-733-2767.  

Prayer Chain:   
Prayer requests are welcome for 

any concern or thanksgiving. 
Requests are kept confidential and 

not included in Sunday morning prayers 
unless specifically requested.   

Contact Mary Cisar with a prayer request or 
to become a prayer chain volunteer: 
macisar@gmail.com or 507-663-1097. 

 
 

Grief Care Resource:   
Care Notes are one of 

ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛŜŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΦ 
Stop by the Commons to pick one up 

for yourself or for a loved one. 
 
 

Grief Booklets:  
άWƻǳǊƴŜȅƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ DǊƛŜŦέ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ  
or those grieving the loss of loved ones. 

Contact one of the pastors if you would like 
a copy or if you would like to give a copy 

to a friend or family member. 

Prayer Buddies During Lent  

Starting on Ash Wednesday, February 18, and continuing through the   
Lenten season, our 4th and 5th grade Catechism kids are paired with an 
ŀŘǳƭǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ άtǊŀȅŜǊ .ǳŘŘȅέΦ ²Ŝ 
ask the adult to pray for their buddy during the Lenten season. With 
this program, we hope to create spiritual and caring connections with 
children and adults in our church community. 

If you are interested in being a Prayer Buddy or would like to continue 
being a Buddy please contact Julie Brehmer, 507-645-4429 or        
children@StJohnsNorthfield.org. Thank you! 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/
mailto:macisar@gmail.com
mailto:children@stjohnsnorthfield.org
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Life and Growth  

+   +   +  

Deaths  

December 28, 2025 
Lila Prehall 

Radio Broadcasts  

December 7, 2025 
Given in memory of Gert Brosz 

by Wil Brosz and family. 

December 14, 2025 
DƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΦ 

December 21, 2025 
DƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΦ 

December 24, 2025 
Given by Marie Benson and family. 

December 25, 2025 
Given in memory of  

wǳǘƘ [ŜƎǾƻƭŘΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ DǳǎǘŀǾ hŘŜƎŀŀǊŘΣ 
on the anniversary of his birthday. 

December 28, 2025 
DƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΦ 

If you would like to  
sponsor a broadcast ($160),  

please contact the church office  
by phone at 507-645-4429 or email at  

office@StJohnsNorthfield.org. 

Stephen Ministry:  
New Beginnings  

January is the month of new beginnings and a fresh start. Many choose 
ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
year ahead. ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ άL ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻǎŜ ǿŜƛƎƘǘέ ƻǊ άL 
ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ƳƻǊŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ resolutions is that they are   
often not achieved. As we go about living daily, they are put aside for 
another day. 

Another approach is that the New Year gives us an opportunity to 
thoughtfully consider our hopes and aspirations for the New Year   
beyond simple resolutions. Centering these aspirations and hopes in 
our faith, here are a few examples to consider: 

¶ I will honor, respect, and nurture my relationships with family and 
friends. 

¶ I will reach out and care for others in need. 

¶ L ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ŀƭƭ L Ŏŀƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
planet Earth. 

¶ I will develop a deeper relationship with God through prayer, 
ǎǘǳŘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΦ 

¶ I will work to become an instrument of peace in my home, locally, 
nationally, and globally. 

These aspirations, grounded in love, focus on what God calls each of 
us to commit to in our interactions with others and the world we live 
ƛƴΦ !ƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ нлнрΣ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
imagine a new beginning as you grow in faith? 

If you or someone you know is ready for a faith-filled new beginning, 
please call a pastor (507 -645-4429) to discuss whether a Stephen    
Minister would be of help. 

Sunday Evening Gatherings  
5:00 -5:30 p.m., First UCC  

Please join us on Sunday evenings for a time of singing, candle      
lighting, contemplation, and Communion.  

The Evening Gathering is facilitated 
by lay people in Northfield. Come for 
a time of connection, community, 
and quiet grounding to prepare for 
the coming week. 

Questions can be emailed to 
theeveninggathering@gmail.com. 

mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
file:///E:/theeveninggathering@gmail.com
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Children and Youth  

Important Dates for  
Children to Remember  

 
Sunday School Schedule 

January 4, 11, 18,  
No Sunday School on January 25 

 
Wednesday After School Schedule 

January 7, 14, 21, and 28 
 

3rd Grade Catechism Retreat 
on Holy Communion 

Sunday, January 11, Noon-2:00 p.m. 
{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ Iŀƭƭ 

 
Pajama and Movie Morning During  

Sunday School 
Sunday, January 18 

 
[ŜǘΩǎ Dƻ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎΗ 

Monday, February 16, NO SCHOOL 
Grades 2-5 

CƭŀƘŜǊǘȅΩǎ bƻǊǘƘŦƛŜƭŘ [ŀƴŜǎ 
 

Sunday Morning Youth Group  

(Grades 6 -12) 
9:45 -10:30 a.m., Youth Room  

On Sunday mornings during the school year, all youth are invited to 
meet in the Youth Room at 9:45 a.m. for treats, highs and lows, and          
interactive faith discussion. Each week we get a little practice using our 
.ƛōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ 

Youth Group will meet on Sundays, January 4, 11, and  18. No Youth 
Group on January 25. 

Third Grade Catechism Retreat  
Sunday, January 11  

Third graders, along with their parent(s), are invited to attend a       
Catechism retreat on the Sacrament of Communion. 

When:  Sunday, January 11 

When:  NoonτнΥлл ǇƳΣ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ Iŀƭƭ 

If you are unable to attend, please contact Julie at 507 -645-4429 or  
children@StJohnsNorthfield.org. 

Sunday, January 18  

Pajama and Movie 
Morning during  
Sunday School!  

Watch for more  
information!  

LetΩs Go Bowling!  

aƻƴŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мс ƛǎ ŀ bh {/Ihh[ 5!¸ ǎƻ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
bowling alley! 

Who: Grades 2-5 

When: 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Where: aŜŜǘ ŀǘ CƭŀƘŜǊǘȅΩǎ bƻǊǘƘŦƛŜƭŘ [ŀƴŜǎ 

Cost: $11.00 (Games + Shoes + Snacks) 
    Scholarships available. Please pay  with cash, or if by check,     
           make it payable to Flaherty Northfield Lanes. 

Parent or High School Chaperones are appreciated! 

mailto:children@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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Children and Youth  

Mentor & Mentee  
Meetings  

Working one-on-one with youth 
is a meaningful experience 

that we take seriously. 

The first Sunday of each month 
is designated as a Mentor/Mentee Sunday. 

If necessary, mentoring pairs can make 
arrangements that fit their schedule. 

Service Project Events are also meant 
to put our faith into action and to enhance 

the Mentor/Mentee relationship. 
Opportunities for community events 

will be in the E-Voice, The Voice, 
and on the St. John's website. 

Mentor/Mentee Sundays Coming Up: 
January 4 
February 1 

Why do we do this?  
"To care for each other as we learn to live Christian lives together" 

 

Wednesday Night Programming  

January - Wednesdays 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Middle School Confirmation J-Term 
(Grades 6-8) 
January 7, 14, 21, and 28 (February 4 held as a Snow Day) 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ .ŜǘƘŜƭ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ 

for a chance to have confirmation with other Lutherans in 
town. 

In classes like wooden-spoon making, world religions, art, 
and K Pop Demon Hunters (a popular movie), they will 
explore faith and make new connections in their lives. 

 

High School Youth Group 
(Grades 9-12) 
High school meets with Pastor Jonathan during the month of January 
in the Youth Room.  

Good Earth Village  
Summer Camp  

Registrations are Now Open  
 

Good Earth Village, located in Spring Valley, has opened the 2026  
summer registration site online.  

Northfield Week at GEV is June 21 ς 26 for children in grades 2-6.   
 
Here are the camp options: 
Discover Camp for kids in Grades 2-4, June 24-26 
Seekers Camp for kids in Grades 3-4, June 21-26 
Stargazers Camp for kids in Grades 5-6, June 21-26 
  
For Northfield Week use sponsorship codes: 
NORTHFIELD26FULL for Seekers and Stargazer Camps, sponsorship 
of $100 
NORTHFIELD26HALF for Discover Camp, sponsorship of $50 
 
You may also use GEV Discount Codes: 
SUPEREARLY2026-use if you register by January 25, 2026, 20% off 
SIBLING2026-use if more than one sibling is attending. 25% off 
  
¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŎƻŘŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ψaȅ /ŀǊǘΩ 
page.  If you need to use more than one code, enter them separately.  
 
Good Earth Village website: goodearthvillage.org/summer-programs/ 

2026 Summer Trip  

This summer, we are going 
on a service/mission trip to Milwaukee. 

 
High school and middle school youth 

will travel with youth  
ŦǊƻƳ CƛǊǎǘ ¦// ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎΦ 

 
Register by January 15! 
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