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St. Olaf Choir Sings at St. John's
on Sunday, January 14

We welcome the St. Olaf Choir and its director, Dr. Anton Armstrong, to
worship services on Sunday, January 14.

They will lead us in worship and sing anthems at several places in our worship
services.

This is a long-standing and deeply beloved tradition at St. John’s as we
welcome the choir back to the place of its birth and as we are blessed by their
wonderful leadership and music.

A reception in honor of the choir will be held between services in St. John’s
Hall. Please take the opportunity to welcome the St. Olaf Choir back to St.
John’s!

RADIO BROADCASTS TV BROADCASTS
FdY® yYon | &oYd { dzyRI & a b¢x / KFEYyySt wmyr
Y,ab wlIRA2 wmnyn! akthpemCladdYd az2yd k TY,
1@8YYNFRA2PYySG MuYnn | dYd 3 gYnn | ¢
|

6o 6P GW2KYab2NIKTASERP2NHA HYnn LIOY® 2 SRy $aR



Join Us for Worship!

Worship Services

8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m., Sundays

Livestream

8:30 a.m. Sundays
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Radio Broadcasts
8:30-9:30 a.m. Sundays

KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

TV Broadcasts

7:30 p.m. Mondays

12:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Tuesdays
2:00 p.m. Wednesdays

7:00 p.m. Fridays

NTV Channel 187

www.StJohnsNorthfield.org




From Our Pastors

Dear people of St. John’s,
As | write this, I'm looking forward to Christmas Day.

Yes, as a pastor, | do look forward to Christmas Day as a bit of a finish
line — the last big worship service of the busy fall and winter seasons.

But here at St. John’s, | look forward so much to the community that
gathers on Christmas Day for dinner in St. John’s Hall. When | came to
Northfield ten years ago, | was astonished that St. John’s could pull
this off — a meal for 200 or so people, served by volunteers taking time
out from their own family celebrations, with every bit of food donated
by individuals. People still do that?!

In the middle of 2020, we wondered whether this beautiful tradition
could come back. We weren’t sure, after a pandemic hiatus and with
some of the first leaders of the tradition less involved, that there
would be will and resources to do it again.

But here we are, three years later, and every volunteer slot is filled.
Families have planned their holiday around taking this time together
in community. Community members from beyond St. John’s tell me
they look forward to joining us that day.

Yes, there are people who join us for Christmas dinner because they
might not get a good meal at home otherwise. But more than that,
many come because community is something they genuinely long for.
Some will talk to strangers; some will mostly sit with their families;
some will sit in a corner and just be glad to enjoy the buzz of human
beings and the light in the Hall windows around them.

As we enter 2024, | hold this day as a reminder that the hard work of
community building is important; in fact, it can be life-saving.

Church community — through meals, programs, worship, small groups,
choirs, Stephen minsters, and social times — is one of the few places
left in our society where we see our obligations to each other as more
than a transaction. Church is also one of the few places where — if we
are willing — we can share the whole of our lives, across generations.
While we don’t always have all the data to prove our worth, or brand-
building to shout from the rooftops, the hard work of community is
one of the most unique witnesses we can give to God’s desire for a
mended world.

Thank you for being part of this vital witness! Happy New Year!

Pastor Pam
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From Our Pastors

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Pastor Jonathan Davis




Prayer and Care
Ministry

Prayer Buddies During Lent

Starting on Ash Wednesday, February 14, and continuing through the
Lenten season, our 4" and 5™ grade Catechism kids are paired with an
adult member from our congregation to be their “Prayer Buddy”. We
ask the adult to pray for their buddy during the Lenten season. With
this program, we hope to create spiritual and caring connections with
children and adults in our church community.

If you are interested in being a Prayer Buddy or would like to continue
being the Buddy please contact Julie Brehmer, 507-645-4429 or
children@StJohnsNorthfield.org. Thank you!

Christ caring for people through people

St. John’s Stephen Ministers have been trained
to walk with those who are facing a challenge in life,
whether it be of mind, body, or spirit.

If you know of someone who
could benefit from a Stephen Minister,
call one of the pastors (507-645-4429)
or Jo Franklin (720-281-5107).
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St. John’s Forum in January
9:45-10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

January 7
ISAIAH and Faith-Based Organizing

Kathryn Lozada has been the Southern
Minnesota Regional Organizer with ISAIAH for
six years, organizing people of faith and shared
values towards racial, economic, and climate
justice in Minnesota. Join her and St. John's
leaders to learn how ISAIAH has been working
for years on the state and local level and finally
won significant victories this state legislative
session! We also hope to hear from you how
these policy wins could impact you and your loved ones, what our
communities still need to thrive, and how we could put our faith in
action and potentially have more collective impact by partnering with
other faith communities.

The Adult Ministry & Education Board
Encourages You to Save the
Evening of Tuesday, January 9
to hear Amy Jill Levine's 2024
Fretheim Lecture at Luther Seminary

Amy Jill is the author of the books we are
. reading for the Advent and Lenten Book reads
- (Light of the World; The Misunderstood Jew).

We will organize carpooling for those who want
& to attend in person, and live-streaming at
St. John's who prefer this option. Send an email
to rob.quanbeck@gmail.com if you are
interested in either option. More details to
come!
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Children and Youth

Let’'s Go Bowling!

Monday, February 19, is a NO SCHOOL DAY
so we’re heading to the bowling alley!

Who:
Grades 2-5, Friends are always welcome!

Where:
Flaherty’s Northfield Lanes

Time: 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Cost $11.00
(2 games & shoe rental)

Please sign up on the bulletin board in the Commons or downstairs
by the Nursery.

Parents: Please drop off and pick up your child(ren) at the bowling
alley. If they need a ride or financial assistance to participate,
contact Julie at children@StJohnsNorthfield.org or 507-645-4429.

Parent or high school chaperones are needed!

Service Trip to
Second Harvest Heartland
January 23,10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

(Grades 6-12)
There is no school on Tuesday, January 23, so
we will gather to volunteer at the Second "
Harvest Food Bank in Brooklyn Park. y
Watch the weekly emails and the website for second harvest
sign-ups soon. HEARTLAND

Food changes everything ™

Mentor & Mentee Meetings

Working one-on-one with youth is a meaningful experience that we
take seriously. The first Sunday of each month is designated as a
Mentor/Mentee Sunday. If necessary, mentoring pairs can make
arrangements that fit their schedule.

Service Project Events are also meant to put our faith into action and
to enhance the Mentor/Mentee relationship. Opportunities for
community events will be in the E-Voice, The Voice, and on the
St. John's website.

Mentor/Mentee Sundays Coming Up: January 7, February 4, and
March 3.
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Why do we do this?

"To care for each other as we learn to
live Christian lives together"
Wednesday Night Programming
Wednesdays, 6:15-7:30 p.m.

January
Middle School Confirmation J-Term

(Grades 6-8)

January 3, 10, 17, and 24 (31 held as a snow day)

In collaboration with St. Peter's Lutheran Church and Bethel Lutheran
Church, the Northfield ELCA churches will once again hold a collabo-
rative J-Term. The month of January will be a chance for Lutheran
youth in Northfield to come together and explore a variety of topics
through the lens of faith.

High School Youth Group

(Grades 9-12)

January 3 Faith of a Child: Veggie Tales

January 10 Faith of a Child: Mr. Rogers & Daniel Tiger

January 17 Finals Self-Care Center

January 24 Faith of a Child: Sponge Bob

January 31 Wild Bible Stories: Jael, In the Tent, With the Metal Stake

February
OWL

See page 12 for more information.

Middle School Confirmation and High School Youth Group

(Grades 6-12)

Like in the season of Advent, throughout Lent the middle school and
high school youth will attend the Holden Vespers services together
and then gather downstairs in the Fellowship Hall to learn and share
together and in small groups. This pattern will hold through spring
break in March.

Sunday Morning Youth Group
(Grades 6-12)
9:45-10:30 a.m., Youth Room
On Sunday mornings during the school year, all youth are invited to
meet in the Youth Room at 9:45 a.m. for treats, highs and lows, and
interactive faith discussion. Each week we get a little practice using our

Bibles and practice telling our shared story as a community of God's
children.
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Children and Youth
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