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Lent Begins February 22
with Ash Wednesday

Lent, our springtime period of renewal and focus on repentance and life in
Christ, begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22, with worship and the
imposition of ashes at noon and 6:15 p.m.

The ashes we receive on our foreheads remind us that we, along with all of
creation, are dependent on God’s grace.

Mid-week worship begins the following week, March 1, at 6:15 p.m. and
continues March 8, March 15, March 22, and March 29.

Soup Suppers precede midweek services (including Ash Wednesday) serving
from §:15-6:15 p.m. Please note, there will not be a soup supper on Wednesday,
March 29, due to Northfield Public Schools’ spring break.

RADIO BROADCASTS TV BROADCASTS
8:309:30 a.m. Sundays NTV Channel 187
KYMN Radio 1080AM/95.1FM 7:30 p.m. Mon. / 7:00 p.m. Fri.
kymnradio.net 12:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Tuesdays

2:00 p.m. Wednesdays



Join Us for Worship!

Worship Services
8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Sundays

Livestream

8:30 a.m. Sundays
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Radio Broadcasts
8:30-9:30 a.m. Sundays

KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

TV Broadcasts

7:30 p.m. Mondays

12:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m. Tuesdays
2:00 p.m. Wednesdays

7:00 p.m. Fridays

NTV Channel 187

www.StJohnsNorthfield.org




From Our Pastors

Pastor Pam’s devotion from the annual meeting:

“I give thanks to myGod always for you because of the grace of God that
has been given you in Christ Jesus, Sfor in every way you have been
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind - ‘just as the
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you - 7so that you are
not lacking in any gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” —1 Corinthians 1:4-7

The newest edition of the NRSV - called the NRSV-UE - includes some
small changes in translation. Most of them are not earth-shaking, but
they do give food for thought.

In 1 Corinthians 1:7, the NRSV said “spiritual gifts,” but the updated
edition simplifies that one word in Greek to a one word in English:
“gifts.”

So often when we talk about gifts in our culture, it is in an individual
context. We give gifts at holidays, and we celebrate the gifts — that is
the talents — of people whose abilities we admire. Gifts are best
shared, but we still think of them as belonging to one person or
another.

But in Corinthians, Paul is addressing a whole community, the new
church he founded in that city. The community is experiencing
division and disagreements, but before he gets to talking about their
problems, he makes this bold statement: “You are not lacking in any
gift.”

It is so easy for the church to believe that we will be well, or successful,
when we have just a little more than we already have now. Not a day
goes by that there isn’t some social media post about the decline of
the church in our time. But the story of decline assumes that the
numbers — be they of membership or attendance or offerings — tell the
story of God’s work. And Paul insists that the story of God’s mission is
not a story of scarcity.

You are not lacking in any gift. Since we the church are still waiting for
the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, these words are for us as well.
We have already received what we need.

So, the question is not “do we have enough?” The question is, “who
are all these gifts for?”

It’s a question we must each ask ourselves individually as stewards of
God’s grace. | believe that when each one of us faithfully answers the
call to share the gifts we have been given, we will discover that
collectively, as God’s people together, we do indeed have everything
we need.
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From Our Pastors

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Pastor Jonathan Davis




Prayer and Care
Ministry

Christ caring for people through people

Lenten Book Read 2023

Plan to join other members of St. John’s in reading and discussing
the book “Just Mercy” by Bryan Stevenson. Just Mercy tells the story

of Bryan Stevenson, a young lawyer who
v%", .‘)ﬁ
-

founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal
Just™:
v

practice dedicated to defending those most
desperate and in need: the poor, the wrongly
Mercy -
Br‘van‘a

condemned, and women and children
trapped in the farthest reaches of our
Ministry & Education Board will be selling
these books for $8.00 each beginning on Stevenson 2

Books have been ordered and the Adult

criminal justice system.

Sunday, February s. Plans are to have discus- | el et
sion groups meet Wednesday afternoon/
evening and on Sunday between services as
well as a Zoom discussion group. Stop by the
Welcome Desk in the Commons on Sundays to pick up a book and
sign up for a discussion time that will work for your schedule. You
can also sign up online at the following CCB link https:/
stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/si/responses/new
if you wish to participate or be a facilitator for the reading groups.

Hymnals Available to Check Out
from the Library

If you know you are going to be worshiping via our livestream or just
want to play and sing hymns at home, you can now check out copies of
both ELW (Evangelical Lutheran Worship) and
ACS (All Creation Sings) from the church library.

R

This is a great option if you want to sing along
with the hymns in worship and prefer to read
the words and music from a printed source.

Both hymnals are filled with
additional  prayers and
resources and are excellent
for use in personal devotion
time.

All Creation Sings
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Radio Broadcasts

December 4, 2022
Given in by Richard and Sharol Nau.

December 11, 2022
Given in loving memory of Mary Virginia “Ginny” Shaw
by Joe Shaw and daughters Nancy, Betsy, Margaret, and Mary.
Mary Virginia was born December 11, 1932.
Today would’ve been her 9o birthday.

December 18, 2022
Given in by Richard and Sharol Nau.

December 24, 2022

Given by Barbara Dettle in gratitude for the ministry of St. John’s.

December 25, 2022
Given in memory of parents
Joe & Lillian Nesseth and Marbert & Lillian Sorem
and sisters Lynn Sletten Walz, Phoebe McNeill, and Carol Sell
by Mark & Bev Nesseth.

January 1, 2023
Given by Shirley Tollefson in memory of Paul Tollefson
in honor of their 75" wedding anniversary on December 29, 1947.

January 8, 2023
Given by friends of St. John’s.

January 15, 2023
Given in loving memory of Elmer & Cora Schultz and Ken Struss
by Marie Struss and family.

January 22, 2023
Given in memory of Jim Bierman by family and friends.

January 29, 2023
Given by friends of St. John’s.

If you would like to
sponsor a broadcast ($160),
please contact the church office
by phone at 507-645-4429 or email at
office@StJohnsNorthfield.org.
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Life and Growth
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Children and Youth

Valentine's Party, Sunday, February 12
during Sunday School

Our 395" graders are planning a
Valentine's Party for the Pre Kindergarten -
2" graders on February 12 during our
regular Sunday school time. Enjoy games,
treats, and crafts with a Valentine's theme.
Parents are welcome to attend too. Hope
you'll be part of the fun!

Lﬁﬁgs

Prayer Buddies During Lent

What is Prayer Buddy ministry? Our 4" and 5™ graders at St. John’s,
are paired with an adult member from our congregation to be their
“Prayer Buddy”. Children and their “Buddy” pray for one another
during the Lenten season, starting on Ash Wednesday until Easter
Sunday. With this program, we hope to create spiritual and caring
connections with children and adults in our church community.

If you are interested in being a Prayer Buddy for a child, or your child
would like a Buddy, please contact Julie Brehmer at 507-645-4429 or
Children@StJohnsNorthfield.org. Thank you!

Let’'s Go Bowling!
Monday, February 20
isa NO SCHOOL DAY
so we're heading to the bowling alley!

K

Parents: Please drop off and pick up your ERERRIELY: ;*}W;w
child at Flaherty. Sign up on the bulletin ”f%ﬁ’ DA
board in the Commons or downstairs by the -

Nursery. Adult or high school chaperones
are needed — thank you!

Who: Grades 2-5, Friends are always welcome!
Where: Flaherty Northfield Lanes
Time: 12:30-2:00 p.m.

Cost:  $10.00/child (Checks payable to
Flaherty or cash)
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Summer Camp for Grades 2-6

Summer is just around the corner and with summer comes great Children and Youth

outdoor experiences!

\
\

This year, kids are invited to participate
in these Summer experiences at Good
Earth Village Bible Camp, Spring Valley,
MN.

June 28-30: Settlers — Grades 2-4 (completed)

Three exciting days and two fun nights make for the perfect camp
experience for younger campers. Your child will make new friends and
grow in faith through fun, action-packed days. This camp also
introduces campers to elements of our week-long camp. Campers stay
in Log Lodge.

June 25-30:

Pathfinders — Grades 3-4 (completed)

Campers blaze new trails in their faith as they explore what it means to
follow Christ, meet new friends, serve others, and learn more about
God’s creation through hikes in the woods and spending time with our

on-site naturalist. Campers stay in our Hilltop Cabins. cummunlly s
boys ml! =

Pioneers — Grades 5-6 (completed) . Uu hG

Pioneers experience adventure-filled days and laid-back nights of an m the

Old West style camp. Pioneers sleep in Old Town Village, learn sl
outdoor skills, cook meals over the fire, hike to new locations, play
awesome group games, share stories and songs around the campfire,
and take care of each other.

=WMU[DWIHU

Summer Camp Promotions and Discounts
e Use code EARLY23 to save 10% on registration fees
e For a limited time, each camper registered can receive a free
summer theme t-shirt
e Siblings each receive a 25% discount with code SIBLING23
excludes Intergenerational Family Camp
DISCOUNTS CANNOT BE COMBINED

For more information and registration go to www.goodearthvillage.org
and click on Summer!

Mission Trips
June 25-30, 2023

This year, we are working with CSM Mission partner to plan for two
missional experiences in Nashville, TN. This Mission Trip is ecumeni-
cal; organized by St. John's Lutheran Church in a partnership with
St. Peter Lutheran Church and First UCC for both High School (9-12)
and Middle School (6-8) youth groups.

We will travel from St. John’s as one BIG
family. Once we are in Nashville, Middle
Schoolers and High Schoolers will go to
separate sites for different missional
experiences and stay together at night. We
will then travel home together.
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Children and Youth

It’'s Kid’s Night Out
at St. John’s!

Games, pizza, along with more games, crafts, and a movie!

When: Friday, March 3

Who: K-s™ graders

Time: §:30-8:30 p.m.

Where: St. John’s Church

Admission: A snack to share with the group.

Friends are welcome!

Please sign up on the bulletin board in the Commons or across from
the Nursery by Sunday, February 26. Email Julie if you have
questions:Children@StJohnsNorthfield.org.

Annual Easter Egg Hunt,
Saturday, April 8

St. John’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt is on Saturday, April 8 starting at
9:00 a.m. at St. John’s. Families with kids 5" grade and younger are
welcome to hunt. Invite friends and

neighbors too! EASTER EGG

Can you help? We need individually HUN
wrapped candy to fill the eggs. A do- '
nation basket will be in the upper and
lower Commons starting March 12.
Thanks so much!

Wednesday Confirmation
Youth Groups

Youth are encouraged to attend on Wednesday nights from 6:15-7:30
p.m. as part of Confirmation program. These gatherings will be led by
Pastor Pam Fickenscher, Pastor Jonathan Davis, and Emmanuel
Kaghondi. We continue to invest in community building among our
Youth, exploring aspects of UBUNTU - an African worldview centered
around the interconnectedness of humanity, nature and God. Our
hope is to create a space where youth can grow in faith with friends
under the guidance of awesome faithful mentors. We aim to have fun
and care for one another while learning to live Christian lives together.
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Wrapping up the St. John's Hall
Acoustic Improvement Project

St. John's is bringing to a conclusion the Acoustic Improvement
Project for St. John's Hall. It has taken two decades to finally put in
place the kind of reverberation control originally planned for the Hall
but never installed due to construction budget constraints. For over
a year, the Church Council and boards have been reviewing
proposals and plans. ESI, an acoustic engineering firm, provided
specifications for taming the reverberation. Twin Cities Acoustics
did the work. Some adjusting of acoustic panel placement may be
needed to obtain optimal results.

The project cost is $44,000. Primary project funding is provided by
the balance of Grace Overflowing capital funds. Currently, members
have donated $18,000, and we have a goal of current donations
providing 50% of the project funding. If you are interested in making
a contribution to the project, which is part of the church's overall
ministry and commitment to the hearing-impaired you may make a
donation to the project between now and the end of February.

As the St. John's Hall Acoustic Improvement project wraps up its
work, the Evangelism & Communication Board thanks all those who
helped make the project possible, and especially those who served
on the Acoustics Upgrade Committee, including Paul Beck of
Worship & Arts; Rob Quanbeck from Adult Ministry; Gene Bakko of
Property & Grounds; Dennis Rinehart of Faith & Health; and Mark
Gleason of Evangelism & Communication, board chair. We also
thank David Nitz, who provided acoustical analysis; Maribeth Beck
for advice regarding the needs of the hearing impaired; Dave Zdenek
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