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Palm Sunday, March 25
Procession with Palms and Holy Communion
8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

B Maundy Thursday, March 29
Holy Communion
12 noon and 6:30 p.m.

b/

Good Friday, March 30
Liturgy of Good Friday
12 noon and 6:30 p.m.
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Join Us for Worship! www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Worship Services
8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Sundays

Nursery Hours

8:15 a.m. - Noon Sundays

Learning and Fellowship

9:45 a.m. Sundays
All Ages from September - May
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Dear Friends in Christ:
So that we may die and rise again.

I had an interesting conversation recently with a St. John’s member
who admitted freely that she is not a fan of the season of Lent. | think
her experience of the season in the past was that it was a rather dismal
time, designed to make us feel bad about ourselves. She also felt that
it was a rather “Catholic” thing - not something we Lutherans needed
to imitate. Why do we have such a tradition, she asked? Why don’t we
just focus on Easter and the joy of the resurrection?

While | don’t think St. John’s approach to Lent is especially dismal, her
questions are worth considering:

1. Why have seasons? What’s the point of setting aside particular times
of the year to focus on one part of the faith or another?

If a season were just about a mood or a feeling, it would be a pretty
silly thing to say “Well we are in Lent, so we will feel sad now.” We all
know how oppressive it can feel when someone says you have to be
joyous now because it’s Christmas. But seasons are not about feeling
so much as practice. Most of us are not capable of maintaining an in-
tense focus on anything for an unlimited time, so we break up time
into seasons - you train for a 5 kilometer race just for a set of weeks;
you celebrate your marriage especially on an anniversary; you deco-
rate the house just for December.

Lent was originally the season in which those who were preparing for
baptism would especially be trained in the basics of the faith, and a
time when all the faithful would return to practices that might have
fallen away for a while. It is a human practice, not a required biblical
one; but it is highly practical because as humans we do better when
we practice things together, and just for a while.

2. Why the focus on death, and especially Jesus’ death?

Ash Wednesday’s reminder that we are dust is probably the most ob-
jectively truthful day in the church year. No one can dispute the re-
minder that we are mortal. Life can make us more conscious of this in
natural ways, but for many of us it’s far too easy to ignore the fact that
we will not go on forever. Would you live differently if you knew your
life would end in the next year? Probably. Ash Wednesday gives us a
quick reminder of that truth.

The focus on Jesus’ death has rightfully been critiqued as dismal. Cer-
tainly there were times in Christian history where the focus on the cru-
cifixion went to extremes. But it’s also true that the Gospels all spend
a lot of time dwelling on the final week of Jesus’ life. The story of his
resurrection simply has no power if we don’t face up to the betrayal,
suffering, humiliation and lies around the cross. Only when we’ve seen
that Jesus really died can we appreciate the proclamation that Christ is
risen. Only when we hear how he was betrayed and abandoned does
his returning with peace on his lips have real healing.

3. Do we have to pretend that Jesus isn’t risen?

Of course not. Holy Week is not a spectator’s drama, a play we watch

Continued on page 4
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From Our Pastors

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Pastor Jonathan Davis




Prayer and Care
Ministry

Music and Stephen Ministry

When there are no words, sometimes music speaks. When events are
challenging and emotions run high, a hymn or song may be heard with
fresh, new meaning that calms and reassures. Stephen Ministers are
trained to be active listeners, and in that role they recognize times
when music may provide familiarity and comfort. Some Stephen Min-
isters use their own musical gifts to strengthen their connections with
care receivers.

A Stephen Minister’s use of music reflects her or his commitment to
being a truly Christian caregiver. Like prayer, music of faith expresses
love and care in a natural and simple way especially when care receiv-
ers feel alone in difficult situations. Imagine the comfort communicat-
ed in the words of hymns like these:

“When Pain of the World Surrounds Us” #704

When pain of the world surrounds us with darkness and despair,
when searching just confounds us with false hopes ev’rywhere,
when lives are starved for meaning and destiny is bare,

we are called to follow Jesus and let God’s healing flow through us.

“When Long before Time” #861

To you, God the Singer, our voices we raise,

to you, Song Incarnate, we give all our praise,

to you, Holy Spirit, our life and our breath,

be glory forever, through life and through death.

Time with a Stephen Minister who listens and cares may offer just the
comfort you or someone you know needs. Contact a pastor (507-645-
4429) or Joan Halvorson (507-645-8445) for more information.

From Our Pastors
Continued from page 3

over and over again as if we don’t already know how it ends. It’s an
opportunity to enter into Jesus’ death and resurrection, as we did when
we were baptized. We say at baptism that we die with Christ to be raised
again. Holy Week lets us walk with Jesus and connect our own betray-
als, our own suffering, our own mortality to Jesus. And at Easter we
hear that because Christ lives, we live also.

One liturgical geek note of interest: technically speaking we celebrate
the resurrection every single Sunday. In the past, Sundays in Lent were
less Lenten, because the assumption was that people were marking
Lent Monday through Saturday. Since fewer people attend worship
any other day of the week, the Sundays in Lent (not Sundays of Lent)
have become more about the season by default.

Our prayer for you is that whatever life is bringing your way this Lent,
you might find in our worship and seasonal celebrations a reminder
that we live and die with Christ. You’re invited not to watch a drama,
but to enter into the drama that shapes all our Christian lives — we die
to sin and death so that we might rise again in the resurrection.

Pastor Pam
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Lenten Wednesdays:
Confessions from the Pew

Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without
wavering, for he who has promised is faithful.
Hebrews 10:23

Confession. We all often hear this word and think of other words like
“sin”, “repentance”, and “forgiveness”. But that kind of confession,
revealing to God our deepest regrets, is just one type of confession.
We also confess our faith, our hopes, our experiences. Like planting
our feet on the ground with a sturdy pair boots, confession can be tak-

ing a stance on our deepest convictions.

During this post-modern time, when everything and nothing can be
proven factual, in his book Confessing Jesus Christ, David Lose says,
“Christianity exists solely by confession, the conviction, and assertion
of truth.” Or as another author has said, “To confess something is to
own, avow, declare, reveal, or disclose what in the depths of the soul
one considers truly to be the case.” Our faith rests not on empirical
proof but on a living confession of what we have seen and heard and
experienced to be true in our lives.

What are the deepest convictions of your faith? What have you wit-
nessed in this life that has solidified those convictions? What can you
confess about your life of faith that gives you hope?

If Christianity exists solely by confession, it is not simply the confes-
sions of the pastors but rather the confessions of the people. While
many Christians are uncomfortable talking about their faith, personal
experience of God’s work in our lives is the core of faith. Our own faith
is strengthened when someone we know well experiences God’s grace
and healing.

This year, five St. John’s members have been invited to share their
“confessions of faith”, that is, their story of God at work in their life.

Upcoming speakers are:
e March 7 - David Kelvie
e March 14 - Leif Knecht
e March 21 - Kristin Partlo

We are so grateful to these individuals for their courage in sharing
their story with us, and we are excited to see how their example helps
all of us think more deeply about our experience of Jesus.

Lenten Vespers - taken from Holden Evening Prayer liturgy - will take
place each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. from March 7 through March 21.
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Children and Youth

Andy’s Gang,
Shores of St. Andrews Bible Camp,
June 24-29

Kids in 2™ - 5™ grades! We'd love to have you join us at Shores of St.
Andrew Bible Camp this summer in New London, MN. Feel free to in-
vite a friend!

St. John's will be attending the week of June 24-29.

To find out more info about camp or to register online, go to http://
www.gllm.org/. Everyone receives money from St. John’s towards their
registration fee, so please pay only the deposit of $125. Register early
to reserve your spot at camp.

If you are in need of a scholarship, please feel free to talk with Julie
Brehmer. We want everyone have the opportunity to attend.

Prayer Buddies During Lent

During this Lenten season, 19 of our 4™ and 5™ grade Catechism kids
are paired with an adult member from our congregation to be their
“Prayer Buddy”. Prayer Buddies pray for a child through the Lenten
season, from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday.

Thank you to our Prayer Buddy volunteers for being a part of this faith
sharing experience: Barry Becker, Phil Eaves, Brian Evenson, Dan
Franklin, Dave Hagen, Kristy Harms, Andrea Hoff, Nancy Ordahl
Kmoch, Ruth Legvold, Arielle Loy, Lydia Moe, Nick Neeb, Kristin
Partlo, Jenny Pelletier, Jane Rinehart, David Quarberg, Scott Swanson,
Julie Thorsheim, Grit Youngquist.
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St. John’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, March 31 Children and Youth

The Annual St. John’s Easter Egg Hunt is on Saturday, March 31. This
event invites children up to 5™
grade, along with parents, to meet
in the Commons at 9:30 a.m. for an
“eggciting” hunt. Make sure to
bring a basket or bag for collecting
eggs and feel free to bring friends!

Can you help? We need individually wrapped candy and small items to
fill the eggs. A donation basket is in the upper and lower Commons.
Thanks so much!

VBS is Coming June 11-14
For Age 3 (by 9/1/18) - 2" Grade (completed)
9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
Experience the ride of a lifetime with God!

St. John’s, Bethel, Emmaus, and St. Peter’s Churches
come together to provide a fun-filled summer camp experience.
This year’s VBS is at Emmaus Church.

Registration forms will be available soon in the
lower and upper Commons and on St. John’s website.

We need many volunteers for Rolling River Rampage!

o Crew Leaders — lead a small group of children to various stations
Station Leaders and Assistants — lead music, crafts, games, Bible
storytelling, snacks

Decorating and Prep — prior to VBS

Help with Registration on Monday, June 11

Nursery Care

If you are willing to help please call Julie Brehmer at 507-645-4429 or
email at children@StJohnsNorthfield.org or fill out the Volunteer page
in the Registration packet if you are willing to help.
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St. John’s Forums in March:
News and Updates Lenten Book Read Small Groups

During the month of March, St. John’s Forum will
take a break from March 4 through March 18 to .
make intentional space for Lenten Book Read —
small groups to gather.

This year, we are reading When Breath Becomes WHEN
Air, a memoir by Paul Kalanithi, a neurosurgeon BREATH
who was diagnosed with stage IV lung cancer. BECOMES

If you would like to be part of a small group, 5

please contact Pastor Jonathan Davis at
507-645-4429 or jdavis@StJohnsNorthfield.org.

Spring Women'’s Retreat:
Decluttering Home and Heart

The Japanese call it “tidying up,” the Swedish call it “death cleaning,”
and we call it decluttering. As women of St. John’s, you are invited to a
spring retreat, “Decluttering Home and Heart” on Saturday, April 21,
from 8:45 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

We are delighted to have speakers guide us as we delve into declutter-
ing both physically and spiritually. Kate Buckmeier, a specialist in
home declutter and redesign, will lead the morning session (see more
on her website: www.katebuckmeier.com). In the afternoon, Pastor
Pam will guide us in clearing space in our hearts to listen to God and
deepen our spiritual journey.

There will also be time to connect socially with participants, as we dis-
cuss our goals and struggles in small groups, visit over a salad lunch,
and during an afternoon break.

Come ready to jumpstart your list of decluttering projects and create
more space in your life for the things that matter the most to you.
Bring an item that you used to treasure, but now are ready to part with.
You will start your decluttering by leaving this item at the retreat (it
will be donated to Used A Bit Shop).

Registration will be on Sundays in March and April between worship
services, and at the Wednesday Night Meal from 4:50-5:50 p.m. Cost is
$25 (waivers are available on request). Registration is limited to 6o.

% .’
GRACE / /ﬁ)‘\% The retreat will be held at Ruth’s on Stafford in Dundas (410 Stafford
OVERFLOW[ (i Lane South, behind Gleason Company on Highway 3). Rides will be

provided to those who request, leaving St. John’s at 8:30 a.m.
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News and Updates




