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St. Olaf Choir Sings at St. John'’s
on Sunday, January 14

We welcome the St. Olaf Choir and its director, Dr. Anton Armstrong, to
worship services on Sunday, January 14.

They will lead us in worship and sing anthems at several places in our worship
services.

This is a long-standing and deeply beloved tradition at St. John’s as we wel-
come the choir back to the place of its birth and as we are blessed by their
wonderful leadership and music.

A reception in honor of the choir will be held between services in St. John’s
Hall. Please take the opportunity to welcome the St. Olaf Choir back to St.
John’s!

LIVE BROADCASTS TV BROADCASTS
8:309:30 a.m. Sundays NTV Channel 187
KYMN Radio 1080AM/95.1FM 7:30 p.m. Mondays
kymnradio.net 7:00 p.m. Fridays



Join Us for Worship! www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Worship Services
8:30 & 10:45 a.m. Sundays

Nursery Hours

8:15 a.m. - Noon Sundays

Learning and Fellowship

9:45 a.m. Sundays
All Ages from September - May

Live Broadcasts

8:30-9:30 a.m. Sundays
KYMN Radio 1080 AM / 95.1 FM
kymnradio.net

TV Broadcasts
7:30 p.m. Mondays

7:00 p.m. Fridays

NTV Channel 187




Dear Friends in Christ:

In the Epiphany season we especially remember God’s promises that
the Messiah was to be a light to all nations. In Jesus, God’s promises
were extended beyond the children of Abraham to include all people.
Starting with the Magi at the manger, the prophets’ vision of all people
coming together to worship the Lord began to come true.

This is one reason the church has often lifted up global mission in par-
ticular during Epiphany. We now live in a time when Christianity in the
global South is growing rapidly, while Christianity’s voice in the north
is competing with many other religious and secular voices. In my own
travels to Tanzania this past March, it struck me that we have much to
learn from some of our global neighbors - such as Tanzania or Senegal
- in how we can live harmoniously with religious diversity.

Luckily for us in Minnesota, we don’t have to travel far to hear global
voices. The world is coming to us. This season we have global visitors
from Argentina and Tanzania sharing the pulpit. Andres Andersson,
visiting scholar at St. Olaf College, will preach on December 31. And on
January 28 Pastors Emmanuel Kaghondi and Deborah Lyanga will
preach and lead adult education about their work with the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Tanzania.

The other common emphasis in the Epiphany season is Prayer for
Christian Unity. This week of prayer begins with the feast of the Con-
fession of Peter on January 18 and ends with the Feast of the Conver-
sion of Paul on January 25. Emerging from this year of commemorating
the sooth Anniversary of the Reformation, we continue to pray that the
church’s future will be one of Christian cooperation instead of increas-
ing division and segregation.

For another resource to be praying for the church around the world, |
recommend the World Council of Churches Ecumenical Cycle of Pray-
er, which assigns countries for each week of the year. Go to https://
www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/prayer-cycle for specific petitions
for each country and prayers from other countries.

Pastor Pam
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From Our Pastors

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

|
Pastor Jonathan Davis
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Stephen Ministry:
New Beginnings

Prayer and Care
Ministry

January is the month of new beginnings and a fresh start. Many choose
this time of year to develop New Year’s resolutions as they look at the
year ahead. These resolutions are similar to “I will lose weight” or I
will exercise more.” The problem with resolutions is that they are of-
ten not achieved. As we go about living daily, they are put aside for
another day.

Another approach is that the New Year gives us an opportunity to
thoughtfully consider our hopes and aspirations for the New Year be-
yond simple resolutions. Centering these aspirations and hopes in our
faith, here are a few examples to consider:
e | will honor, respect, and nurture my relationships with family and
friends.
e | will reach out and care for others in need.
e | will love God’s creation, and do all | can to promote caring for the
planet Earth.
o | will develop a deeper relationship with God through prayer,
study, and involvement at St. John’s.
o | will work to become an instrument of peace in my home, locally,
nationally, and globally.

These aspirations, grounded in love, focus on what God calls each of
us to commit to in our interactions with others and the world we live
in. Anticipating 2018, will you embrace God’s promise of grace and
imagine a new beginning as you grow in faith?

If you or someone you know is ready for a faith-filled new beginning,
please call a pastor (507-645-4429) or Joan Halvorson (507-645-8445) to
discuss whether a Stephen Minister would be of help.

t - Divoreé Sapport'€roup for Women

yer This past summer, St. John’s Stephen Ministry started a divorce sup-
prayRgrt group for men. It was very successful in supporting people during
angxgemely difficdt ang isolgafing timg of life. At this time, we are
considering piloting another group for women living through divorce.
If you or someone you know would benefit from and be interested in
this, please contact Pastor Jonathan at 507-645-4429 or
jdavis@StJohnsNorthfield.org.
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Manna and Mercy Mondays:
Parables by Peter Rollins
12:00 p.m,, Fireside Room

Beginning on January 8 we will gather around
the parables of Peter Rollins, from his book
The Orthodox Heretic. In his own words, Rol-
lins says, “Religious writing is usually de-
signed to make the truth of faith clear, con-
cise, and palatable. Parables subvert this ap-
proach. In the parable, truth is not expressed
via some dusty theological discourse that
seeks to educate us, but rather it arises as a
lyrical dis-course that would inspire and
transform us. In light of this, the enclosed
parables do not seek to change our minds but
rather to change our hearts.”

There is no need to buy or read the book ahead of time, though you
certainly can. We will simply gather around a parable or two each week
and have some discussion about how it relates to what is going on in
our faith and our daily lives. This is a great place for building and find-
ing community - all are welcome!

Pub Theology
What is Pub Theology?

Led by Pastors Pam and Jonathan, it is a conversation around ques-
tions of faith, God, Jesus, the Bible, current events, and culture.

No fancy theological or biblical knowledge needed in order to partici-
pate. Just bring your questions, thoughts, and experiences.

We will meet on the following Mondays
in January from 6:00-7:30 p.m. at
Froggy Bottoms.

e January 8

e January 22

Feel free to invite family and friends, neighbors, and strangers.

Each time, the topic will be different and will be published ahead of
time on Facebook, the News Blast, and an email list.

Contact Pastor Jonathan (jdavis@StJohnsNorthfield. org) to add your

name to the email list.
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News and Updates

Vireel Yeun,
THRIVENT
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St. John’s Forums in January

January 7:
Re-Membering: Connecting Through Our Stories, St. John’s Hall

Calling all adults! A couple of years ago we did a forum we jokingly
referred to as, “Mingling for Lutherans.” To our surprise, many of you
said it was your favorite forum of the year! We thought we would do it
again! As we turn the corner into a new year and a new season, it is
good for us to spend some time getting to know each other. On Sun-
day, January 7, we will re-member and re-connect with new people and
old friends. Pastors Pam and Jonathan will lead us through some ques-
tions that will help cultivate discussion in St. John’s Hall.

anuary 14:
Reception for the St. Olaf Choir

This is a long-standing and deeply beloved tradition at St. John’s as we
welcome the choir back to the place of its birth and as we are blessed
by their wonderful leadership and music. A reception in honor of the
choir will be held between services in St. John’s Hall.

anuary 21:

Reflecting on Life and Death of Family Farms, led by Fred Gonnerman
Fred Gonnerman, a member at St. John’s with his family for half a cen-
tury, will lead the congregation’s forum on Sunday, January 21, on
“The Life and Death of the Small Family Farm,” a central theme of The
Work of Our Hands, his memoir published two years ago.

The memoir chronicles his life growing up on a farm in northern Illi-
nois together with the revolution in agriculture during the lives of his
parents, the history that helped to mold their lives together, and the
momentous changes leading to the death of many small family farms,
the growth of thousand-plus-acre farms and the capitalization needed
to make them work.

Gonnerman retired from ministry in the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America (ELCA) in 1998 after establishing a mission congregation in
Painesville, Ohio (1960-61), serving as assistant director of the office of
public relations of The American Lutheran Church (The ALC) (1961-
66), and establishing and directing the office of information services at
St. Olaf College in Northfield, MN (1966-89), and the office of public
relations at Luther Seminary in St. Paul (1989-98).

His farming experience before he enrolled at Wartburg College, Wa-
verly, lowa, included 4-H and Future Farmers of America projects in
swine, sheep, and corn. His herd of 65 thoroughbred hogs, flock of 45
thoroughbred sheep, and five acre corn field (yield of 157 bushels an
acre, the best in Illinois in 1950) paid for college. Gonnerman graduat-
ed with an English-Speech-Journalism major in a pre-theological cur-
riculum.

He realized two benefits beyond theological study when he attended
Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Ohio: he worked part-time
throughout seminary as an editorial assistant at The Lutheran Stand-
ard, and he met his wife, then a senior at Capital University across the
street from the seminary, the first week he was there. They have been
married for 60 years and have four children and six grandsons.

Autographed copies of The Work of Our Hands will be for sale ($15.00 a
copy) after Gonnerman’s forum.
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_Lent.

fa season of renewal

Lent Begins February 14
with Ash Wednesday

Lent, our springtime period of renewal and focus on repentance and
life in Christ, begins on Ash Wednesday, February 14, with worship and
the imposition of ashes at noon and 6:30 p.m.

The ashes we receive on our foreheads remind us that we, along with
all of creation, are dependent on God’s grace.

Mid-week worship begins the following week, February 21, at 6:30 p.m.

Soup Suppers precede each midweek service (including Ash Wednes-
day), serving from 5:15-6:15 p.m. in St. John’s Hall.

Children’s Ministry Appreciation
Brunch!

Children’s ministry volunteers are invited to brunch on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 4 at 9:45 a.m. in the Fireside Room. More information will be
coming your way!

Please contact Julie Brehmer at 507-645-4429 or
children@StJohnsNorthfield.org if you can help with the brunch by
serving, bringing an egg bake or bake treats (muffins, rolls, breads...)

Thanks in advance!

St. John’s Forums in January
/| 2yaydzZSR FNRBY LJ 3IS ¢

anuary 28:

Emmanuel Kaghondi & Deborah Lyanga, guest speakers from Tanzania
We will offer two adult forums on January 28. In the sanctuary, Em-
manuel Kaghondi will talk about the search for a unified-diverse music
curriculum in multicutleral Tanzania. He will touch the need for incul-
turation, inclusion, and contextualized music curriculum. Emmanuel is
a student of Randy and Carol Stubbs and will be the first person from
Tanzania with a PhD in music. In the Fireside Room, Deborah Lyanga
will speak on her work to bring an end to female genital mutilation
among people in Tanzania along with domestic violence and women &
children’s rights. Deborah is a Lutheran pastor in Tanzania.
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Served from 5:15 - 6:15 p.m. in St. John’s Hall
All are welcome!
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Shared Ministry

Happy New Year!
By Christy Hall-Holt

And a great shout of “THANK YOU!” to each person who has contrib-
uted time and energy toward the many ministries of St. John’s. Togeth-
er in God we are making a difference for good in people’s lives, both at
St. John’s and in the Northfield community.

Itis a known fact that volunteering, the gift of being a part of some-
thing bigger than oneself, has enormous benefits. Look at these re-
search findings:

o Improved health and increase in endorphin "high"

o Longer life and better physical functioning

e Heightened happiness, life-satisfaction, and self-esteem

e Decrease in chronic pain, disability, and depression

Source: http://deesdirt.blogspot.com/search?q=volunteer

Our Sunday hospitality monthly service groups need new leaders!

What gives you energy? How you might enrich your life, and our life at
St. John’s? Where do you enjoy serving? If you thrive on communicating
with people and organizing, we have just the job for you! We need 2-3
co-leaders to connect with and find out where service group members
want to serve during their month. Co-leaders serve for 2-3 years in
order to rotate the responsibility through each group’s members. It’s
been 3 years since we began the new groups, and its time for new lead-
ers to rotate in. The goal for these groups is to make a structure for all
members of the congregation to take a little share of Sunday morning
hospitality, in order to minimize the overall time commitment per per-
son. Many, many people have contributed to getting these groups go-
ing - Thank you!

Right now this is what is done on Sundays by members of the monthly
hospitality groups:
o Greet at the doors by the parking lots
e Welcome Desk - a resource to answer questions in person and
over the phone
o Communion prep/clean up using individual glass cups and bread
from the Brick Oven
o Coffee and treats every Sunday, with homemade and/or store
bought items

“Tell them to go after God, who piles on all the riches we could ever man-
age - to do good, to be rich in helping others, to be extravagantly gener-
ous. If they do that, they’ll build a treasury that will last, gaining life that is
truly life.” 1 Timothy 6:17-19 The Message paraphrase

b



http://deesdirt.blogspot.com/search?q=volunteer

Grace Overflowing

“He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteous-
ness. You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will
produce thanksgiving to God through us; for the rendering of this ministry
not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many
thanksgivings to God.” - 2 Corinthians 9:10-12

In celebration of 150 years of gifts given
Extending God’s grace to our community for the next 150 years.

As we celebrate our sesquicentennial, every generation of St. John’s
will be invited into this time of thanksgiving for God’s grace and ex-
tending our mission into the future. You are invited to be part of this
ever-flowing stream of God’s gifts to us as we work to invite others into
our celebration and to help others receive the welcome we have re-
ceived from God.

God’s grace to us is overflowing. In trust that God’s abundance contin-
ues, we are committing to raising $750,000 in the next three years to
extend the mission and ministry of St. John’s for the next 150 years. Gifts
received will support St. John’s in the areas of Worship and Welcome,
and Generosity.

This month our Overflowing with Grace capital campaign committee is
highlighting the opportunities to support St. John’s Worship and Wel-
come as we are poised to be a center for mission and ministry in
Northfield.

God is our center, and St. John’s is blessed with a space that resounds
with singing and reflects the beauty of God’s grace. God welcomes all
through the grace of Jesus Christ. St. John’s proclaims God’s welcome
in word and deed. In preparation for this campaign, St. John’s staff,
executive committee, and church council have carefully evaluated our
present physical plant and discussed at length how it both enhances
and hinders our response to God’s call to share God’s love with the
world. We have a beautiful, historically significant building that has
been well cared-for over the years. However, care for our facility must
also consider the changing face of our mission and ministry in the 21st
century. We believe that a number of capital improvements could
make our worship and gathering spaces more inviting, welcoming, and

flexible siace for our members and the communiﬁ at Iarie. Raisini
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