REVELATION &

There 1s siLeNce 1IN beaVeEN FOR halfF aN hoar. 1T has TO FINd 1TS plLace 1N The
PREPARATION FOR WORShIp. IN OQR RecCKLESS ATTEMPTS TO BECOME
ENTERTAINAENT ChAaRrches 1NSTeEAad OF plLaces OF WORsShiIp, we MIGhT Be
hORRIF1€D AT The THOUGHT OF SPENDJING & balf hOUR OF SILENT AAEDITATION, YeT
ZephaNiabl:7 says,"Be siLeNT Before The Lord God! for the day of The Lord
15 2T band.” In hasakkak 2:20 we read, “The Lord 1s 1M bhis boLy TeMmPpPLE; LeT
ALl The earTh KEEP SILENCE BEFORE b, and 1N Zecha r1iab 2:13. "Be s1lenT all
people Before The Lord, ror be bas roased hl/\/\SGLF F ROM bis boly
OWELLING." Si1LeNCeE 15 1NOUCEd heERE TO PREPARE US FOR The TeRRIBLe
CchaRACTER OF bis1adarmenTs. SiLence makes The JASGAMENTS MO RE 1M RESSIVE.
There caN aLsO Be The SILENCE OF AMAZEMENT OR aAWE. STILLNESS CAN BE MO RE
EFFECTIVE ThaN ThUNJER OR LIGhTNING. OTheRrs have sUGGESTEDd ThaT siLeNce
ALLOWS BREATHING SPACE IN ThE NARRATIVE, The SILENCE MAa Y baVe PROVIdED a
MOMENT OF SPIRITAAL REFRESHMENT BEFORE A NEW SERIES OF CALAMITIES TAKE
PLace. IN 2001T1ION TO aLL OF Th1s, SOME SUGGEST ThaT TheRE 1S SOMETHING OF
BEAATY IN These ThIRTY MOMENTS. The prRayeRrs OF The SAINTS A R€E aBOAT TO
GO ap TO God. EVErRYThING halTs 1IN beaVveN SO ThaT The PRrRaAYERS AAY BE

beard, That God may caTch eVEN The Whispered pRrayeRr!
€ErLING VY. hANSGN, RevelLaTtion Lectare #4, P-LChapTrers &-l

Read RevelaTion 8:1,3-5

&

1. What do you make of the combination of incense and the prayers of all the saints?
2. The prayers of the saints may be the words spoken in chapter 6:10, “Sovereign Lord, holy and
true, how long will it be before you judge and avenge our blood on the inhabitants of the earth?”

If so, what might be the significance of verse 5 where the angel mixes the censer with fire and
throws it on the earth?

Read RevelaTtion &:2,6-12

3. Describe the four trumpets and their judgments.
Read RevelaTtion 8:13

A WORD 2aBOAT GOJ’s 1AdGMENTS. MaNY OF The caTasTrROPhes are LaBeLed
“JAdGMENTS” BAT shoUlLd Be S€EN as A LIFTING OF G0d’s haNd OF PROTECTION
RATheER ThaN NATARAL d1SASTERS COAMING FROM Go0d. The eagle’s cry 1s
BETTER TRANSLATED as “ALas” versas “Woe.” God aNd The ReST OF heaVveN
ARE MOURNING The LawlessNeEsSs aNDd eVIL. GOd aNd The ReST OF heaveN
WANT 2LL MANKING TO REPENT AN JOIN The S2a1NTS. As we shall seg, Those
WhO a Re NOT Mma RKED FOR The Lam B are wilLfdal 1N Thelr R€JECTION OF GOd.

MNO ONE 15 REJOICING 1N The deaTh aNd dEST RACTION.



