
Revelation Unveiled: Chapter 4; The Throne Room of God 

Here begins John’s vision of Heaven and God’s judgments.  
 
Throughout the rest of the Revelation, God will give John (& us) glimpses 
of what is going on around the throne of God. Some commentators refer to 
them as interludes or intermissions. It’s a way of saying, “Meanwhile.” 
And letting us participate in the celebrations in heaven, welcoming those 
who have come out of the great suffering on earth. 
 
So, meanwhile, does God show us? the throne room! God is revealed as light 
and color, sight and sound, Twenty-four Elders (representing all who have 
served God), the Seven Spirits (representing the Holy Spirit), and four 
earth creatures (representing all earth's living things) are safe in God’s 
presence; all are welcome around the throne of God and with the Trinity: 
the Love of God, the Lamb of God, and the Power of God. 
 
God shows us all that battling against Satan and the forces of evil is God's 
work. The Lamb has conquered and is responsible for the restoration of the 
earth. We are not called to battle with weapons of war. Our work is to 
stand with Jesus and stand against Satan in all forms: idol worship, 
collusion with power & wealth, corruption, sexual sins against those with 
no power, policies that rob people of their livelihood, etc. 
 
Read Revelation 4:1-11 

1. How does John enter the throne room? 

2. Who is at the center? 

3. How are the many ways God revealed in this passage (sight and sound)? 

4. What do you make of the four living beings, their relationship to each other, and their 
multitude of eyes? “4” equals the earth, and the 4 living beings represent all living creatures on earth. 

5. For what is God worshipped in this chapter? 

6. What is the work of the 24 Elders? Their journey is complete, their salvation is complete. Their task is not to 
give counsel or to rule, but to assist in worship. 

"What a source of comfort to know that one of the marks of heaven 
is that it is not a place where our differences are marked by 
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separation as it is in this life... There is not the feeling that we must 
recess to our enclaves of denominations, but the Old Testament sits 
with the members of the New [Testament] and that all creatures 
finally see their unity in God the Father and in the Son, Jesus our 
Lord" [2] 
 
“Although Revelation is usually seen as a book of destruction, God’s 
fundamental identity is that of Creator. This scene anticipates the outcome 
of the book, where God’s purposes culminate in new creation. The words 
“holy, holy, holy” and the images of casting down crowns by heaven’s 
glassy sea have inspired many of the hymns we use in worship. 
Revelation functions rightly when it invites us into worship too — 
which we do as we add our voices to the song.”[1] 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy! 
Reginald Heber, 1826 
Isaiah 6:3, Revelation 4:8 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy! 
Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning 
our song shall rise to Thee; 
Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Merciful and Mighty! 
God in three Persons, 
Blessèd Trinity! 
  
Holy, Holy, Holy! 
All the saints adore Thee, 
Casting down their golden 
Crowns around the glassy sea; 
Cherubim and seraphim 
falling down before Thee, 
Who wert, and art, 
And evermore shalt be. 

 

 

 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy! 
Though the darkness hide Thee, 
Though the eye of sinful man 
Thy glory may not see; 
Only Thou art holy; 
There is none beside Thee, 
Perfect in power, 
In love, and purity. 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy! 
Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy Name, 
In earth, and sky, and sea; 
Holy, Holy, Holy; 
Merciful and Mighty! 
God in three Persons, 
Blessèd Trinity! 
 
 

[1] https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/narrative-lectionary/preaching-series-on-
revelation. Craig R. Koester, Professor and Asher O. and Carrie Nasby Chair of New Testament, 
Luther Seminary, Saint Paul, MN 
 
[2] The Book of Revelation, Lecture #3, Chapters 4-7, Erling W. Hansen 


