




Revelation 21 & 22 
 

Read Revelation 22:8-21 

What is Jesus’ command to the church in verses 10-11? 

 

What are the titles Jesus gives to himself? 

 

Who may come into God’s kingdom (vs 17)? 

 

In your words, explain why Jesus wants his message delivered and intact (vs 18-19)? 

 

Who is testifying to the words of this book (vs 20)? 

“An ancient exegete is quoted by Wm. Barclay as saying this: “Let each do 
what pleases them; I will not force their choice.” Perhaps the essence of 
hell is when one is writing their own destiny and is allowed to do so! Jesus 
again tells us, ‘He is coming soon and He has His reward with Him and will 
render unto all according to their work.’” 
Erling W. Hansen, Revelation Lecture 8, p. 4 
 

How Then Shall We Live in Babylon? 

“ The following text is from “Revelation for the Rest of Us,” by Scot McKnight, for reflection and discussion 
of our mission as dissidents living in Babylon: 

This is a message of discipleship that turns hot lights on every Babylon in the world – including the USA and 
the complicity of American Christians in the ways of Babylon. [1] 

So why do we include this analysis here? Because reading Revelation gives us clues to perceive Babylon 
today, and we believe Babylon has infiltrated American evangelicalism. [2] 

The entire book of Revelation is about public discipleship. Revelation “reveals” God’s perspective on God’s 
world, and it does this by showing  us how to discern the dragon, the dragon’s wild things, and the dragon’s 
Babylon.  

 [Christian citizens] are looking for a leader who will demonstrate a dieerent Christian posture toward 
politics, asking for discipleship that challenges politicization in all its forms. They want pastors to preach a 
gospel that subverts Babylon. They ache for a clear courageous voice of conviction. They believe in a gospel 
that forms dissidents who follow the Lamb and who have the courage to speak up and out about partisanism 
as capitulation to Babylon.  

Many have fallen for the dragon’s ways and are party to the wild things as they seek to make Babylon a more 
Christian place. But the only way to make Babylon a Christian place is to do what John says – “Come out!” 
We must come out from Babylon and live in new Jerusalem by witnessing to the truth of the Lamb. […] we do 
these things with our eyes open, discerning the ways of the dragon. Babylon will never be the new Jerusalem; 
it cannot be Christianized. 



Revelation 21 & 22 
Christian dissident discipleship begins right here: with a commitment to the Word of God in Scripture as the 
revelation of God for God’s people. Take and read. Eat this scroll, John was told. That is, look at it, hold it in 
our hands, embrace it, listen to it, chew on it, digest it, and let it do the work it alone can do. Those who 
surrender to the Word of God become disciples who are dissidents in Babylon. 

We are to walk in the light that liberates us from the way of the dragon and empowers us to be faithful 
witnesses to the Lamb. Too many settle for the way of the dragon, justifying it as the “way the world works,” 
and others hide behind the dieerence between our public and our spiritual/private life. There is no division 
for dissident disciples. Jesus–Lord, Lamb. Logos, and Light–is over all, all the time. 

[Dissidents transcend] If one’s allegiance is to a political party, if one thinks one’s party is truly Christian, 
one has cut oe one’s sisters and brothers. […] The church transcends party and politics because, as the 
book of Revelation says often, those who worship God and the Lamb are from every tribe, nation, and tongue. 
The church is universal – politics and parties are local and national. […] The dragon loves division, and the 
church divided loses its witness. […] Dissident disciples of the Lamb join hands with all followers of Jesus to 
embody the church transcendent. 

Dissident disciples tell people about Jesus, about his life, about his death and resurrection and ascension, 
and the redemption he has accomplished. 

This is not about speculation or winning but about the victory of God and the Lamb over the dragon so we 
can live in justice and peace in the new Jerusalem. That is our gospel message. Babylon despises the gospel. 
A dissident disciple discerns the dragon’s gospel, which is 1. Worship the Wild Thing, and 2. Be loyal to 
Babylon. 

“Power” in our culture exerts power OVER for the sake of power for one’s agenda. Dissidents pause with 
these words as a motto: “Not so with you!” Power for Jesus was power FOR the other and not power OVER 
the other. The way of the dragon aches for power OVER, and the wild things wield the dragon’s power over 
and climb their way into high places where they exert power over others. A dissident disciple does not grasp 
for power OVER others. Instead, the dissident disciple, following the way of the Lamb, serves the other. Their 
politics is a politics FOR OTHERS. 

We are not only the church. We are also citizens in a country. Jesus, Peter, and Paul each recognized the 
government, and not always in aeirming ways! 

…so we are called to do our part, to be good citizens , and to become public Christians in a way that brings 
good reputation to our Lord – without fawning over the wild things or trying to make Babylon the Jerusalem. 

Each act of worship, which leads as we have said to a whole life of allegiance, is an act of dissidence and 
subversion of the way of the dragon, who desires the worship of the wild things and loyalty to Babylon. 
Dissident disciples live with government but do not surrender the lordship of Jesus to any part of it. Disciples 
reject the lordship of the president and of Washington DC and call government to be a servant for the people 
in a way that mimics the service churches provide in their communities. Disciples reject the state's powers 
to control the church and dissident disciples shaped by Christ refuse to let the way of the dragon's power 
take hold in the churches. Disciples reject becoming an agent of government and discern when political 
leaders want to use the church as a tool for their own power. ” 

McKnight, Scott and Matchett, Cody (2023). Revelation for the Rest of Us. Grand Rapids, MI. Zondervan, 
p.220-245 
 

A Final Note from me: Consider all the “meanwhiles” in Revelation, and what God is telling us about worship/prayer in each instance. Recall 
the prayers of the saints echoing throughout the halls of Heaven. Recall what the prayers were – in praise of our perfect God, who is 
Perfect Love, a love we cannot comprehend. We can give in to that kind of love. Can we drop all our insecurities and accept love from 
someone who knows our worst selves, and still adores us? Living in Babylon will require that. Let us seek that love, and that unconditional 
acceptance from the One who created you. Only then will we be overcomers. 


