RevelLation 20

In ChapTer 19 we exXperIENCEDd SOME ReaLl “eNd TIME” acTIVITY where God 18
FINAL1ZING JUOGAENT FOR The peoples ofF €EarTh. Jesus 1s The cONQUEROR WhO
BATTLeES wWiTh The WORD OF bis moath. We are witnesses To TWO Great FEASTS:
The Marriage Supper of The Lasme and The Great EarThlLy CarNAGE WheRE The
BIROS (ThaT FLY 1IN M10-hEAVEN) FEAST ON The FLesh OfF The deao.

The 1,000-year (MMILLENNIAUM) SYAMBOLIZES The TIME BETWEEN Jesas’ deaTh aNd
RESURRECTION ANS D1S RETURN.AT ThaT TIAMEIN hISTO RY,SaTaNbas BEEN BOUND AN
15 LIMAITED 1IN bi1s €FfFecTs. This 1s how The charch 15 ALLOWED TO GROW ANDd REMAIN
RELATIVELY SAFEUNTILThe VERY €ENO WheN Thed RAGON 1S GIVEN FREE REIN AGAIN FOR
2 5€2a350N.1T 1S TheEN €VIL 15 ALLOWED TO W REAK 1TS d€20LY haVvOoCc FOR The LasT TIME.

Read RevelaTtion 20:1-10; Jobn 12:31-32; 2 PeTer 3:1-13

1. Prior to the incarnation, into what nation had the Kingdom of God made manifest
2. What effect did the Kingdom’s message have after the resurrection?

The harRROWING Of helL
Read: Matthew 27:50-54; 1 Peter 3:18-19; 1 Peter 4:6
From The Last Week "

1. Intensely Jewish Christian tradition. (Did not remain in the tradition,
probably because as more Gentiles came to the faith, it wasn't necessary to
resurrect the Hebrew ancestors, i.e. what about the Gentiles?--my theory)

2. Intensely Mythological, three linked motifs

a. Deception (Satan is allowed to crucify Jesus, unaware of the
consequenses)

b. Descent (actual reason for his death and burial)

c. Despoiling (Jesus breaks open the prison of hell and releases both
himself and all the righteous ones who preceded him in death)

3. Doesn't fit easily into any of the Gospel sequences, (however, they all
disagree with each other as to timing and events.--my words)

1 4.Some
theologians

| dismiss

| altogether, due
to an assumption
(not a Christian
doctrine) that all
Christians need
to be baptized in
order to enter heaven.

The concept of Jesus proclaiming liberty to the
captives in hell, the "Harrowing of Hell" is held in early
manuscripts, and three New Testament passages. Itis
also found in early 2nd century hymns, and in the
artwork displayed here.

These paintings can be found in Coptic, and in Eastern Orthodox churches in Egypt and Turkey.



Christ is usually depicted with feet apart and His
robes positioned in a way to depict swift
movement.Adam, andin someimages, with Eve, is
being pulled up with Christ, symbolizing His
victory in redeeming all of mankind, restoring the
image of man after the fall in Paradise, returning
Adam and all humankind to their renewed state.
Kings and Prophets from the Old Testament are
de-picted as well.

Some artists depict Christ's feet at the broken
gates of Hades; you sometimes find broken keys
and shackles, as well as Satan bound and
defeated.

Read ReveLaTioN 20:1l-15; 1 CoriNnThians 3:10-17

1. Who is included as reigning with God, and what is their mission?
2. How do you discern the “judging of everyone’s works?” from a Lutheran point of view?

"NeXT TheGReEAT WhITE ThRONE COMES INTO VieEw as welLl as"TheoNe who saTApoN
1IT". We are TOLd ThaT "€EarTh aNd heaVeN FLEDd FROM hl1s PRESENCE, ThERE Was a
d15SOLUTION OF The €ELEMENTS WITh a GReaT heaT. ONe caN harROLY 1/MMAGINE This
sceNe wWheRre €arRTh aNd heaVveN have FLed F ROM The preseNce oF The Lord, where
ONE CAN NO LONGER S€EE The PROAMISES ThAT A RE BEFORE US IN & NORAAL day OF OUR
L1F€. JUDGMENT 1S heRE VIEWED 25 ThE€ OPENING OF The BOOKS wWhich a Re deSCRIPTIVE
OF OUR L1VES aNO ThaT ThOUGHT IN ITSELF 15 AN AMPLE dESCRIPTION.

The MOMENT ThaT The "BOOKS" a ke BROUGHT TO AATNS 1S ENOUGH TO STIR ANXIETY 1N
OUR AMINDOS aANO OUR heaRTS ANO We Feel L1IKeE RUNNING BeEhINO The Bashes aNd
COVERING OURSELVES MATTER hOW MANY ARTICLES OF CLOTHING A2aYy A00ORN OUR
BOO1€S, WESTILL FEELGLARINGL Y €XPOS€d! Y €T, We A RE REMINOEDOF The s€aLING ThaT
bas TaKeN pLaceaLONG OUR PAThWwa ysSOF L1Fe, REMINOEDd ThaT The R1IGhTeodas shall
LiveaNda whQleser1€sOF Those GOsSpeL P ROMISES ENLIVEN OU R MEMO RIES dUST OFF

Those hopes."[%

[1]1 The Last Week, by Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan, HarperOne; Reprint edition (January 30, 2007)
[2] Revelation, Erling W. Hansen, Lecture #8, p4, 1993




