
Revelation Unveiled: Chapters 2 & 3; The Churches 

The Apocalypse of Jesus reveals how the church struggles to remain 
faithful while Rome persecutes it. In the Lord’s criticism of his 
church, too much of Rome has infiltrated the Church, and too little 
of the Church has influenced Rome. It is a revelation of hope and 
comfort, but only for those willing to repent and follow Jesus. 
Repentance and obedience are necessary to stay vital in God's 
kingdom and to receive all the promises belonging to God’s Kingdom  
 
Revelation 2 & 3 consist of letters from Jesus to seven 1st-century 
churches. Each of the seven churches from seven cities in Asia Minor 
is given a message of commendation, criticism, warning, and promise. 
We will focus on the messages themselves as they are for every 
church in every age. The message from God to the people of God is 
twofold. First, corruption is infiltrating the church and needs to be 
eradicated. Secondly, God’s people need to be strengthened and 
encouraged by the revelation of the war being waged between Satan 
and the Lamb. Knowing what God is doing on our behalf will nourish 
us to hold fast through turbulent times ahead. God is not only 
concerned with the influence of Babylon (evil empire) on the world 
stage but with Babylon infiltrating the church, as well. To prepare 
us for what lies ahead, Jesus has some harsh words that need to be 
taken to heart.  
 
We will work as a group to chart the messages to the church. 
 

1. Consider the fact that Jesus holds the stars (angels of the churches) in His hands 
and walks among the lampstands (churches). Why is this comforting? 
 

2. Reflect on "anyone who has ears to hear." What does it mean to you? 

3. What are the ramifications for the churches to receive a letter from God?  

4. From the commendations, criticisms, warnings, etc, how does Jesus expect us to 
prepare for life under an evil and corrupt Empire?  
 

5. What does Jesus expect of the church as dissidents? 


