Revelation 4

1IN chapTer 19, we are WORKING TOWaARd The €Nd OF The MILLENNIUM, NEARING ChRrisT's
RETURN TO €arTh. The chapTer 15 d1VIdEDd INTO ThREE ParTs. FIRST, we see ]Jesas
STANDING ON AMT. Z10NM 1N Deaven with The 199,000. RermemBer, This 1s a sysBolic
NUAMBER, MEANING The TOTAUITY OF ThOSE REOGEEMES. FOR CLARITY, VERSE FOUR’S
MENTION OF WOMEN, OEFILEMENT, aNd VIRGINS MOST LIKELY REFERS TO TeMmple
PROSTITATION 2N 1LLICIT s€XUaLl acTIVITY, Which were parT OF paGaN ritaals. The
WORS VIRGIN Shodld Be TRaNSLATED as celiBaTe. ReVELATION AAAST BE VIEWEDd ThROAUGH

The LeNs Of alLeGORY aNd MEeTAPHOR, VERY LITTLe OF 1T shodld Be read LiTerally.

Read RevelaTion H:1-5

1. With what are the redeemed “marked?”
2. Compare the mark of the beast to the mark of the redeemed.
3. Whatis special about their song? Why do you think the non-redeemed cannot learn the song?

4. What are 144,000’s characteristics listed in vv. 4-57?

“These are They which FoLLow The Lams-

These WeRE RedeeMmeEd FROM AMONG [MANKING] - This 15 aNOTheRr
Cha rRACTERISTIC OF Those who are seen oN MoaNT ZioN. They are There
BECAUSE They aARE REDEEAMED, ANDO They have The chaRACTER OF The REJEEAED.
They are NOT TheRE IN VIRTAE OF RANK OR BLOOO, NOT ON Th€ GROUND OF The1r
OWN WORKS, BUT BECAUSE They A ReE rRedeermed ANTO God By The BLOOd OF bis
SoN. NoMe wiILL Be There OfF WhOA 1T CANNOT B€ 35210 ThaT They are

‘Redeemed’; NONE WILL BE ABSENT WhO haVve BEEN TRALY REDEEAMED F ROM SIN.

“BeiNG The FIRST-FRrRA1TS ANTO God - ON The AMEANING OF The WORD "FIRST-
FRA1TS," The MMEANING heRE WOULDd SEEM TO BE ThaT The haNOREDd AND FORTY-
FOUR ThOUsaNd WERE NOT TO BE REGAROED a5 The whole OF The NUMBER ThaT
WS SaVeDd, BUT ThaT They WERE REPRESENTATIVES OF The redeermed. They had
The same Cha RACTERISTICS ThaT aLL The RedEEr€Ed MAUST haVve; They wWeERE a
PLedGE ThaT all The redeermmed woald Be There. [..] The seNse 15 ThaT They
WERE, A5 1T WERE, ‘AN OFFERING €speclally accepTtaBle To God.””

— NoTes oN The Bisle By ALBerT Barnes [1834].



Revelation 4

JAdGAMENT 15 COMING, BAT GOd CONTINUES TO alloOw FOR RepeNTaNce. Those who
WORSh1P SaTaN WILL SUfFFeER €TERMNAL CONSEQUENCES. Jesas d0es The RrReapING. This
SECONd SECTION OF chapTer |9 Takes place 1N “MIdheaVEN” — BET WEEN beaven ans
€arTh.

Read Revelation 14:6-13

1. What three messages are proclaimed in verses 6-7, 8, & 9-117?
2. Who are the recipients of the proclamation?
3. What do you recall about Babylon from this book? (upcoming visions will reveal details of Babylon’s
dramatic fall, chapters 17-18)
4. What might be the importance of judgments carried out in the presence of holy angels and the
Lamb?
5. Whatwarning is the church offered? And what is the good news for the church?
6. Line out these verses in the context of preaching the Gospel - three proclamations, warning, and
exhortation.
7. What connection do you make concerning “rest” invs. 11 & 13?
Now 15 The BEGINNING OF The eNd. The FiNaL “Three Times SeVeN” JUOGMENTS wWILL
BE ReVealed as The harvesT OfF The €arTh’s sodls reaches FALL RIPENESS. ANOTheR
NUMEROLOGY REFERENCE 15 PROVIdED 1N The CONCLUSING wWORds OfF chapTer I9. “1600

STad1a” 1s approxismately 200 sailes, BaT 1600 1s The sqaare of 40. 1M besrew calrare,

The NnamBer 90 s1GNIF1Es chaNGe, RENeEwL, aNd TESTING TRial.

Read Revelation H:19-20

1. What does a cloud represent in Revelation?
2. Who is the “One like the Son of Man” who personally does the reaping?

3. What are other references to 40 found in the Old and New Testaments?



