
Revelation 13  The Wild Things 

We are now entering the wild part of Revelation. Remember, the book was 
written primarily for the Followers of Jesus at the end of the first century. 
Our imaginations can run wild with the imagery, but we first need to 
understand what these visions meant to those who originally received 
them. A couple of things to remember: Babylon represents the systemic 
order of power created by the dragon and the wild things. It signifies the 
order of the world. When Jesus speaks of the world, he is not so concerned 
with personal piety; he refers to the worldly order of power, wealth, and 
corruption, the systems of government and rule that corrupt and 
empower the few at the top of the pyramid, along with the subsequent 
underlings who gain power and wealth by submitting to those at the top. I 
would venture to say that God is most concerned with the evils in a society 
that allow the rich to hoard wealth and trample on those who lack power 
and cannot participate in an honest, stable economy. We will discover that 
the dreaded “mark of the Beast” (666) involves economic persecution. 

In chapter 12 the seven heads of the dragon each bore a crown (diadem) 
symbolizing world domination, and the horns represent power. We will 
now see that the dragon stands by the sea, symbolizing the universality of 
the world's nations.  

Read Revelation 13:1-4 

1. Describe what you think the Sea Beast’s (Wild Thing #1) appearance symbolizes: 
 

a. Out from the sea 

b. Ten crowned horns 

c. Seven heads 

d. A healed fatal wound (Rome’s  

e. Followed the beast; worshipped the dragon & the beast 

f. Who can fight against the beast? 

Read Revelation 13:5-10 

1. Who gives the beast its authority? 

2. How vast is the beast’s authority? 

3. Why does the world follow this beast with wonder and excitement? 
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4. What does unchecked, unlimited power inspire people to do? 

5. What does verse 10 say to you about violence and endurance? 

Wild Thing #1 (beast from the sea) symbolizes the oppressive force of the 
dragon (Satan) functioning through various nations and governments 
worldwide. #1 is all about power, whereas Wild Thing #2 is all about 
propaganda. 

Read Revelation 13:11-18 

1. Describe the second beast (Wild Thing #2). 

2. Where does he come from? 

3. What powers does he possess? 

4. By verse 15, are there any souls remaining who will not bow down to the dragon or 

either beast? 

5. Who is responsible for the mark or brand on the forehead or hand? 

6. Why is this linked to the economy? 

7. Do you remember, from our introduction, whose names (in Greek) add up to 666? 


