
Revelation 11 – Witnessing, Persecutions, and Discipline 

“It is a biblical blunder to reduce the great tribulation to a future period 
when God is doing nothing but pouring out wrath for the purpose of 
retribution. Instead, we should read the so-called great tribulation as a 
time of the greatest evangelistic impact in history, a reaching-out that 
occurs in the midst of clashing empires. Babylon's persecutions are met 
by faithful witnesses and martyrdoms,  […] Even some committed to the 
dragon and the wild things convert!” 

Scot McKnight, “Revelation for the Rest of Us.” P. 130 

Read Revelation 11:1-4 

Sometimes, when God asks a prophet to “measure” something in a vision, 
it is meant to set it apart from the rest of the world. When separated, 
it may remain safe and protected. The “court outside” was the Court of 
the Gentiles, so there is the possibility this vision is pointing to a time 
for Israel.  

Two witnesses, alluded to as Olive trees and lampstands that stand 
before the Lord. Lampstands may refer to the Church, and Olive trees 
may be Israel.  

1. Numbers: What might be the correlation between 1,260 days, 42 months, and 3 ½ days? 

Read Revelation 11:5-10 

2. What are they witnesses to/of? 

3. What powers are given to the two witnesses? 

4. In what city is this vision taking place (see vs. 8)? 

5. Reread vs. 10, and chew on it a minute. 

Read Revelation 11:11-14 

6. What happens to the witnesses? 

7. What happens on earth? 

8. Does the witness of the martyrs produce faith in some of Earth’s inhabitants? (vs. 13) 

9. Vs.14 states: “The second woe has passed.” Look back at chapter 9, and review the first two “Woes.” 



Revelation 11 – Witnessing, Persecutions, and Discipline 

Read Revelation 11:15-19 

10. Use your imagination in reading vs. 15. What do you hear? 

11. The Twenty-four Elders are falling on their faces, again, but look at what they say in the very last 

phrase of vs. 18. How does that sit with our current climate crisis? 

12. Again, IF this vision is alluding to Israel, why is the first half of vs. 19 important? 

 


