RevelaTioN Il - WITNESSING, JPersecarions, and blSC]leNe

Read ReveLaTion 1I:1-4

SOMETIMES, WheEN GOO aSKS 2 PROPHET TO “MEASURE” SOMETHING IN A& VISION,
1T 1S MAEANT TO SET WhaT 1S MEASURED APART FROM The REST OF The wWoORLD.
»

WheN sSepaRATED, IT MAY REMAIN SAFE aND pPROTecTed. The “cOURT oaTside

was The COURT OF The GENTILES, SO Th1s VISION MA Y INDICATE A TIMAE FOR IsraEL.

TWO WITNESSES, REFERRED TO A5 OLIVE TREES AND LAMPSTANDS ThaT STaNd

BEFORE The Lorbs, MAY REPRESENT The CharRCch aNd IsRrRAEL, STANOING TOGEThER.
SackcLoTh Symsolic MeaNING:

e MOURNING:IT Was a GARMENT WORN dARING TIAMES OF MOA RNING,

€specially FOR PERSONAL OR NATIONAL d1SaSTERS.

e RepeNTaANCE:SACKCLOTh aANO aSh€S WERE & SIGN OF REPENTANCE aAND
bamiLiTy Before GOd, OFTEN WORMN dURING TIMES OF PRAYER FOR

delLi1ve rRaNCE.

« Self-hamiLiation: 1T was a WAy OF EXPRESSING OEEP SORROW AND

SELF-ABASEMENT.

1. Numbers: What might be the correlation between 1,260 days, 42 months, and 3 /2 days?

Two ThINGS TO cONS10eR: ReVELATION Mmay bave BEEN WRITTEN 2S5 MANY 25
TWENTY Y€EARS aFTeR ROoMmeE sacked aNd BURNED Jerasalem, TAKING 1TS people
a5 sLaVveEs OR BANIShING Them F ROM Jerasaler, aNd Jadea. IT BeGaN The GRreaT
“d1aspora” That seNT God’s choseN people oAT INTO The woRLd. Who are The
ONES REMAINING BENHINO? JeRUSALEAM WAS A GREAT CITY 1IN 1TS TIAAE, aNO Rome
bad a suBsSTaANTIAL €ECONOMIC ROLE WIThIN 1T. The desTrRACTION OF The Temple
1IN 70 A0 reaNT The end OF The ReL1GIOUS PILGRIMAGE ECONOMY ThaT had
BEEN 2 MAJOR ORIVER OF JerAasalesrn's PROSPERITY. JerRASALEM BECAME A
RoMaN CITy, aNO 1TS ECONOAMY WAS INTEGRATED INTO The ROMAN SYySTEMm,
WI1Th The c1Ty's ROLe ShIFTING TO a Local CceNTeER OF TRad€E aMNd
ADMINIST RATION. The friscas ladaicas (Jewish Tax) was INTROOUCEd TO
replace The Termmple Tax, which had BeEEN Pa1d By Jews FOR The MAINTENANCE
OF The Temple. Jerasalem LIKELY CONTINUEDd TO FANCTION aS 2 REGIONAL
TRADECENTER, WITh MERCHANTS ANJ A RTISANS SERVING The Local popdlLaTION

ANO SURROUNOJIING A REAS.

Read Revelation 11:5-10
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2. What are they witnesses to/of? What might be their message?

3. Consider the possibility that these witnesses are voices of modern prophets from both Christian and
Jewish communities criticizing Israel’s behavior.

4. What powers are given to the two witnesses?

5. Inwhat city is this vision taking place (see vs. 8)?

6. Rereadvs. 10, and chew on it a minute.

Read Revelation 11:11-19

7. What happens to the witnesses?
8. What happens on earth?
9. Does the witness of the martyrs produce faith in some of Earth’s inhabitants? (vs. 13)

10. Vs.14 states: “The second woe has passed.” Look back at chapter 9, and review the first two “Woes.”

Read Revelation 11:15-19

11. Use your imagination in reading vs. 15. What do you hear?

12. The Twenty-four Elders are falling on their faces again, but look at what they say in the very last phrase
of vs. 18. How does that sit with our current climate crisis?

13. Again, IF this vision alludes to Israel, why is the first half of vs. 19 important?

Consider, 1If yoa were a Jewish ChrisTiaN, baviNg Fled Jerasalem, LISTENING TO

Th1s VISION, WhaT hope AIGHhT yod FINOG IN This chapTer?



