
JOHN 8:12-30
NARRATOR: 12Again Jesus spoke to them, saying,
JESUS: “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk
in darkness but will have the light of life.”
PHARISEES: 13“You are testifying on your own behalf; your testimony is
not valid.”
JESUS: 14“Even if I testifyonmyownbehalf,my testimony isvalidbecause
I knowwhere I have come from andwhere I am going, but you do not know
where I come from orwhere I am going. 15You judge by human standards; I
judge no one. 16Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is valid, for it is not I
alonewho judge but I and the Father who sent me. 17 In your law it is written
that the testimonyof twowitnesses is valid. 18I testify onmyownbehalf, and
the Father who sent me testifies on my behalf.”
PHARISEES: 19 “Where is your Father?”
JESUS: “You know neither me nor my Father. If you knewme, you would
know my Father also.”
NARRATOR: 20 He spoke these words while he was teaching in the
treasury of the temple, but no one arrested him, because his hour had not yet
come.
JESUS: 21 “I am going away, and you will search for me, but you will die
in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.”
CROWD: 22“Is he going to kill himself? Is that what he means by saying,
‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?”
JESUS: 23“You are from below, I am from above; you are from this world,
I amnot from thisworld. 24I told you that youwould die in your sins, for you
will die in your sins unless you believe that I am he.”
CROWD: 25 “Who are you?”
JESUS:And Jesus said to them, “Just what I have been saying to you from
the beginning.[1] 26 I have many things to say and to judge concerning you,
buthewhosentme is true; and I speak to theworld those thingswhich Iheard
from him.”
NARRATOR:27 They did not understand that he was speaking to them
about the Father.
JESUS: 28 “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will realize
that I am he and that I do nothing onmy own, but I speak these things as the
Father instructed me. 29And the one who sent me is with me; he has not left
me alone, for I always do what is pleasing to him.”
NARRATOR:30As he was saying these things, many believed in him.

On Jesus' Parentage

39 “'Abraham is our father.' Translation: 'We are sure of our religious
heritage. We are sure of the truth. We know who we are. We’re in the
club. Our card has been stamped. We’ve got the history and the name and
the pedigree. We know ourselves. You we do not know. Abraham is our
father.' They are talking about their origins. Abraham is their earthly father,
their earthly origin. And, since Abrahamwas God’s man, they assume their
biological pedigree assures their right standing beforeGod. They think they
know who their father is, but they do not." Wyman Richardson, https://
www.walkingtogetherministries.com/2011/08/14/john-839-59/

A section from the Toledot Yeshu (the "Life Story of Jesus")
It came topass after these things that thewickedone [Jesus] playedwith
the lads outside, as lads playing together arewont to do. Thewickedone
angered the ladswith his playing. The lads said untohim:“Bastard, son
of a menstruant! You think you are the son of Johanan? You are not his
son, but the son of Joseph Pandera, who bedded your mother in her
menses and sired you, evil begotten by evil.”Whereupon hearing these
words thewicked one ran to his house, to hismother, fuming, and let out
agreatandembitteredcry, uttering:“Mother!Mother!Tellme the truth
straightaway. When I was little, the children used to say that I am a
bastard, son of a menstruant, but I thought it a tease. But now the lads,
all as one, hoot at me, day in and day out: ‘Bastard, son of a
menstruant!’ They tell me that I am the son of Joseph Pandera, who
came unto you in your menses.”
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JOHN 8:31-47
NARRATOR:30Ashewas saying these things,manybelieved inhim.Then
Jesus spoke to the Jews who believed him.
JESUS: 31“If youcontinue inmyword, youare trulymydisciples, 32andyou
will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”
CROWD: 33 “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves
to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
JESUS: 34 “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to
sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son
has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free
indeed. 37 I know that you are descendants of Abraham, yet you look for an
opportunity to kill me because there is no place in you for my word.[2] 38 I
declare what I have seen in the Father’s presence; as for you, you should do
what you have heard from the Father.”
CROWD: 39“Abraham is our father.”
JESUS: “If you are Abraham’s children, you would do what Abraham
did, 40but nowyou are trying to killme, amanwhohas told you the truth that
I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did. 41You are indeed doing
what your father does.”
CROWD: “We were not born of fornication; we have one Father, God
himself.”[3]
JESUS: “IfGodwereyourFather, youwould loveme, for I came fromGod,
and now I amhere. I did not come onmy own, but he sentme. 43Whydo you
not understand what I say? It is because you cannot accept my word. 44You
are from your father the devil, and you choose to do your father’s desires.
He was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the truth
because there isno truth inhim.Whenhe lies, he speaksaccording tohisown
nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45But because I tell the truth, you
do not believeme. 46Which of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why
do you not believeme? 47Whoever is fromGod hears thewords ofGod. The
reason you do not hear them is that you are not from God.”

JOHN 8:48-59
CROWD: 48 “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have
a demon?”
JESUS: 49 “I do not have a demon, but I honormy Father, and you dishonor
me. 50Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is one who seeks it, and he is
the judge. 51Very truly, I tell you, whoever keeps my word will never see
death.”

JOHN 8:48-59 (continued)
CROWD: 52 “Nowwe know that you have a demon. Abraham died, and so
did the prophets, yet you say, ‘Whoever keeps my word will never taste
death.’ 53Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? The prophets
also died.Who are you?”
JESUS: 54 “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who
glorifiesme,heofwhomyousay, ‘He isourGod,’ 55thoughyoudonotknow
him. But I know him; if I would say that I do not know him, I would be a liar
like you. But I do know him, and I keep his word. 56Your ancestor Abraham
rejoiced that he would see my day; he saw it and was glad.”
CROWD: 57“You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seenAbraham?”
JESUS: 58 “Very truly, I tell you, before Abraham was, I am.”
NARRATOR: 59 So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid
himself and went out of the temple.

***
YOU DECIDE

[1]John 8:25
NRSVUE: “Why do I speak to you at all? (26 I have much to say about you
and much to condemn*, but the one who sent me is true, and I declare to
the world what I have heard from him.”)
NKJV: And Jesus said to them, “Just what I have been saying to you from
the beginning. (26 I havemany things to say and to judge* concerning you,
but he who sent me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I
heard from him.”) *κρίνω (krinō) to judge
GREEK: "Who/Which I am speaking you beginning/origin/authority"

[2]John 8:37
NRSVUE: "because there is no place in you for my word."
NKJV: "...because My word has no place in you."
GREEK: "Because/for word my not 'finds no place,' or 'has no room,' or
'cannot enter' in you/among you."

[3]John 8:41
NRSVUE: “We are not illegitimate children; we have one Father, God
himself.”
NKJV: “We were not born of fornication; we have one Father—God.”
GREEK: "We fornication not have been born; one father we have God.
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