Jesus-Centered Questions

e How does this passage reveal aspects of Jesus' character or
mission?

e In what ways does this passage align with or challenge Jesus'
teachings, actions, or mission?

e How does this passage inspire me to embody Jesus' love more
fully?

e What next steps can I take to better align my life with Jesus' way?

Footnotes:

[1] Aish, Ask the Rabbi > Hebrew > Numerology (Gematria)
https://aish.com/the-number-40/
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Lesson 17
John 13:31ff through John 14

"It's All About Love'"
(—Jesus, to my father)



REVIEW: "Snippits"

What do you recall, and/or find interesting from the lessons of John 12
and 13?
—Jesus preaches to Gentiles
—John reveals that the ruler of this world has blinded our eyes and
hardened our hearts.
—Jesus reveals he is not here to judge the world, but to save the
world
—Jesus is one with God; God is one with Jesus
—The footwashing story is all about Judas

VOCABULARY:

To Glorify: 50&4lw (doxazd) to honor, praise, magnify (give attention
to), to ascribe weight by recognizing real substance (value). "Attention is
the beginning of devotion." Mary Oliver

Name: 6vopa (onoma) A "name" the manifestation or revelation of
someone's authority and character, i.e. as distinguishing them from all
others. In ancient Hebrew thought, a name is inseparable from the
person’s character to whom it belongs, i.e. it is something of his essence.
It is also thought that if you know someone’s name, you aquire access to
their authority and power. Thus, God’s name reveals God’s essence and
authority.

Onoma is likely derived from two ancient Greek roots: Oninemi
and ginosko. Inits active form, Oninemi means "to be of service or benefit
to others." In its passive form, it means "to have joy" or "to receive
profit." Ginosko specifically refers to a process of knowing someone’s
name or character through personal, intimate experience, as in: Adam
knew his wife and conceived a son. It is not intellectual "head
knowledge." Ginosko describes a working knowledge gained through
firsthand experience, linking head knowledge to practice.

BRIEF HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT:

John's story continues this week as Jesus and his closest followers relax
around the table after celebrating the Seder. He begins his farewell
address, which extends through chapter 17. This is a final private
conversation with his closest followers.

Numerical insights: Jesus introduces the one commandment: "that you
love one another as I have loved you" near the end of chapter 13.
Following this statement, the word "LOVE" is mentioned nine times in
John 14, twenty-four times in John 15, once in John 16, and six times in
John 17, totaling 40 mentions (9+24+1+6).

CONTEXT (continued)

The number 40 has great significance throughout the Torah and the
Talmud. The number 40 represents transition or change; the concept of
renewal; a new beginning. The number 40 has the power to lift a spiritual
state.[!

After this evening the relationship between Jesus and his followers will
be forever changed, renewed into a new spiritual state, as Jesus
introduces the indwelling of God's Spirit. We will see the men still do not
understand him, or his mission.

Read John 13:31 through John 14 (disregarding the sub-headings)

1. Note our vocabulary word: Glorify. Summarize John 13:31-35 in
your own words, or, discuss what God's relationship with Jesus has
to do with Jesus followers?

John 13:36-38 & John 14:1-7

1. What do vv. 36-38 say about Jesus' love for Peter while having
foreknowledge of Peter's upcoming denial? (...and what does that
say about Jesus' love for you?)

2."Do not let your hearts be troubled." What is Jesus' remedy for this?

3. WhatplaceisJesus alludingtoin 13:36 (Peter) and 14:1-5 (Thomas),
and why is it perfectly reasonable for them to not understand?

4. Let's make verse 6 a positive declaration rather than negative:

Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life.
Everyone who comes to the Father, comes through me. If you
know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do
know him and have seen him.”

Discuss your thoughts on this.
John 14:8-14

1. What have the disciples failed to understand about Jesus?

2. Discuss the connections between Jesus' words and his works. i.e.
Who is doing the works? Who besides Jesus will do works?

3. Note vocabulary word: "name." What does it mean to "ask in my
name?"

John 14:15-31

1. Discuss what these verses mean to you and your relationship to
Jesus?
vv. 16-17, 25-26
vv. 18-20
vv. 21,23
v. 30



